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PREFACE 

A study of John H. Walker's life is of significant 
historical value for two reasons. Walker lived in a period 
of vast economic growth and tremendous social change stretching 
from the 1670's to the 1930's, and his activities, influenced 
by these changes, reflect the attitudes, the hopes, and the 
dreams of many men responding to the age. His life, therefore, 
gives the student of labor history some insight inte the 
nature of the men in organized labor, and what they tried to 
accomplish. At the same time, Walker's life is interesting 
because it gives the student of Illinois history som feeling 
for the great changes which vere taking place in this state 
both economically and socially. 

Walker was involved in the labor movement in Tilinois 
in two officiel capecities. His first position vas as Pres- 
ident of District 12, United Mine Workers of America, (UMWA), 
which was all of Illinois, from 1905 to 1913 and from 1931 to 
1933. His duties in this office consisted of bargaining with 
the mine operators, dealing with miners’ problems, and partici- 
peting in the affairs of the national organization. As a 
vigorous end outspoken critic of the national officers after 
1908, Walker was one of the group of reformers within the 


miners' orgenizetion who led the fight against John L. lewis 
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between 1920 and 1930. The attempt of this group to drive Lewis 
out of the organization failed in 19351, and sooa after that 
Walker, an 014 man, became business manager for The Men Teachers 
Union of Chicago. Hs was never egain active on the state level 
in organized labor. 

Between the years of 1913 and 1930, however, Walker was 
one of the major officials of the labor movement in Illinois. 
He served 83 President of the Illinois State Federation of 
Laver, (IFL), during these years, with the exception of 1919. 

As President of the IFL, he was involved in building @ strong 
state federation and in administering to the needs and interests 
of the various independent lebor organizations around the state. 
He fought for the passage of laws which were beneficial to 
lsbor, and took an interest in national, state, and locel 
polities. 

Walker's activities place him with a group of labor leaders 
known as the progressives. He was interested in reforming 
American society and making it a better place for those whom 
he felt would otherwise remain exploited. His idealistic 
nature made him blind to seme of the economic and political 
realities of the day, but added to his determination to 
achieve his goals. While he was not always succes#ful in 
reaching these goals, it is to hie credit that he attempted 
to do so mech for so many. 

Throughout the period under discussion, much more so than 


teday, labor union people were often ungramatical. With 
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little education and a deep mistrust of intellectusls » these 
people preferred to speak the language of their constituents. 
For the sake of convenience, authenticity, and historical 
accuracy, therefore, the customary sic has been omitted 
throughout. 

I wish to thank my thesis director, Dr. John Keiser, 
for his constructive criticisms and timely suggestions regarding 
the research and preparation of this manuscript. I also want 
to extend my gratitude to my wife, who did all of the typing 
of this manuscript. 
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CHAPTER I 


ORGANIZED LABOR'S CHALLENGE IN AN INDUSTRIAL AGE 

The period before the Civil War in the United States saw 
very little activity on the part of organized labor. The major 
reason for this was that relatively little manufacturing or 
industrial growth was taking place during this time. The 
United States was largely agricultural in orientation, and 
only a few states vere noted for their industrial pursuits. 

The Civil War changed this aspect of economic life in America, 
and at the same time brought about a new breed of man, the 
labor leader. He was the man who directly met the challenge 
of the new industriel age, with all ite vexing social and 
economle probiens. 

The period between 1070 and 1930 has probably aever been 
equaled in United States history for the magnitude and far reaching 
importence of the economic changes that eccurred within its span. 
Throughout the United States es a whole, this period was one of 
extraordinary economic expansion. Sew forms of trensportation 
were devised, new industries were developed, and new economic 
processes replaced older ones. The United States became a 
world pover from the economic end diplomatic standpoint, then 
turned its back on the world even as the wheels of industry in 
the United States, so intricately meshed with industry in the 


rest of the world, were slowly beginning to grind to a halt. 
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Many factors stimulated industriel grovth in the United 
States during the latter half of the nineteenth-century. 
Industry was cble to expimd because the Europsan immigrants 
provided a large and cheap labor supply. Domestic capital 
provided funds necessary for the nation's internal development, 
while Buropean capital supplemented domestic savings particu- 
larly in mining, railroads, and banks. The United States 
coustitution prohibited states from imposing restrictions 
on interstate commerce, thereby allowing industrialists to 
search far and wide for new markets and raw waterials after 
the means to transport products became available. 

The enlargement and transformation of the transportation 
system was a key factor in the industrial development. The 
period from 1830 to 1860 in the United States saw the beginning 
and increased expansion of the railroads ond a corresponding 
decline in water transportation. This growth continued 
between 1068 and 1893, and, "(b)y 1915, when the railroads 
beasted some 250,000 miles of track, not an important con- 
munity in the country lay outside this extensive systes."+ 

In bringing 211 sections of the nation into closer contact 
with one another, the railroads stimulated economic growth 
by reducing the cost of production and by creating a national 
market fox goods and services. Wo longer were manufacturers 
TSamel P. Hays » The Response to eS 7s 

2 PBe J70- 


Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 195 
Hereafter cited as Hays, The Response to Industrislian. ) 
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eacluded from distent warkets or from the raw moteriais they 
needed for their products. This stimlated mass consumption 
and greatly encouraged the growth of mass production. The 
specialization of @ laborer *s job duties and the separation 
of labor and management fusactions were the ultimate cutcrowth 
of this expansion of the esonomy.@ It was these changes vhich 
led some men to cali. for the formation of lebor unions, 

The railroaés served another function in the economic growth 
pattern of the United States; they helped to create certain 
basic industries. The major one of these was the iron and 
steel industry, *hich soon became the foundation of industrial 
America. The demand for iron and steel came from the railroads, 
which used over half of the total iron produced in the United 
States in the building, rebuilding, and maintaining of their 
systems.> A less spectacular growth was experienced in the 
coal mining industry because of the technological shift from 
charcoal to coke which resulted from the increased demand for 
Leone 

Bo less importent in accelerating the tempo of economic 
life in the United States was the development of rapid nation- 
wide commmication systems. The telegraph, the telephone, and 
the modern newspaper press helped to co-ordinate the many 
business transections of a growing economy and to bring the 
consumer and the producer together in a mick shorter Length 


Pays, The | @ to Industrialism, pp. 9-10; Philip Taft, 
ized meet in Anerican History (New York: Harper and 
RCE yy pp. 52-53. (Hereafter cited as Taft, Orgend zed 
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3 Hays, The Response to Industrialism, p. &. 
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of time. The new coumunalestion systems suppleagated the uew 
Wwensportation systems, “. « » in creating the highly integrated 
and complex lumen relationships iakerent in modern industrial- 
tees 

Social athitudes were alse affected by the vast econasic 
Changes taking place in the late ninetecsth-ceatury. The 
immersion porple, “2 they adepted themselves to the anew indust- 
rielion, becem incresaingly reckless regarding econeulc matters, 
ia en atiaosphexe of specuietion, vaste ead disarder, Matural 
regmurees appeared to be unlimited and peaple wers not con+ 
corned about conserving thea. bany property boldera became 
speculators because they vere convinced that the value of 
property Would tise ia the course of rapid osonuuie growth, 
and the deslre to amass wealth seqwed to poasesa all Americans. 
ia time, these attioudes led to a breakdown in the moral 
fiver of the camtry. Very fev businessmen felt compelled to 
wetein the coutidence of their esgociates and the public, ‘The 
nugh to secure ag large @ profit as poesible gave rise to 
shay competitive practices, often iliegal in nature.’ The 
ieborer and the farmer seemai to suffer the mast fro these 
new concepts regarding eoonaalc practices, Again, 4¢ was the 
twade uuilen movement which took up their cause. 


; Rays, The 6 Intustrislion, p. 9. 
Tbide, Bp. 4 
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In industriel Auerica material success becans the pre- 
daninest measure of mman echievement, and the texm success 
implied owning material property and maassing great fortunes. 
Businessmen now coomanded the woet prestige in society, and 
the new wealthy argued that wen of talent or ability should 
enter business and industry rather then other occtipations. 
Politics, onee an avocation of the gentleman, becane an ignobic 
profession, "fit only for those who failed at economic enter- 
prise.” ‘The Haratio Alger stories, with their mundane, moral 
precepts, enterteined thousands who had dreams which never cane 
trae. 

The adjustment to new industrial processes came slowly 
and painfully for many Americans. Sow people wore dlegusted 
by the crudenesa of the nev age, the graft, the corruption, 
the destruction of noatun.1 resources, and the praise of 
uatexsial values waich accampanied it. The people wao becene 
wealthy found it difficult to velleve that social unrest could 
abound in a nation rich with natural wealth and opportunities. 
Yet the farmer end the laborer, convinced that the new organi- 
gation of economic life was simply e selfish capitalistic 
twiek which could be undons, sought to destroy the new econamic 
order in vhich they had become entangled. “The last thind of 
the nineteenth century was an era of popular echemes for re- 
making seciety, of simple solutiens to couplex problems, of 
endeavors to escape from the industrial innovation rether 


S ao. oa | 
Haye, The Reapouse to Industrialism, p. 22. 
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than to come to grips with it."! The Greager and Populist move- 
ments, the formation of the Knights of Labor and the American 
Federation of Labor, and the industrial conflicts such as the 
Haymarket Riot and the Pullman Strike are excellent examples 

of this attitude in American society. 

fhe dawn of the twentieth-century in America did not bring 
with 2% any radical changes in the economic or social problems 
which faced those living in the nineteenth-century. The younger 
generation, whose fathers had protested through the Granger and 
the Populist movements or become involved in the conflicts between 
lebor and management, did not find American life any better because 
of their parent's protests. What they did discover, however, was 
an even more complex and involved industrial society. A society 
in which group action had at last become important; a society 
in whieh the economic processes vere now vapidly maturing and 
becoming solidified in form. As the industriel revolution 
advanced, the netion inevitably became a world power. 

The dominent theme in the realm of economics in the 
twentieth-century was the continued expansion of industry. Added 
to this, however, was the development of a world market for 
American products in addition to the national market. For ex- 
anple, just after the Civil War ammal exporte hardly reached 
$400,000,000, yet by World War I they came to $2,500,000,000 


a yeor.° Imports rose as rapidly as did exports. In response 


,» The Response to Industrielism, p. 2h. 
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to the increasing needs of an industrial society, foodstuffs 
end raw materials replaced wamafecthued gools as the major 
iteme purchased fran abroad. 

fhese new economic contacts helped to broaden the Americag 
spheres of interest. The businesaman's attention was turned to 
the untapped markete of eastern Asia, South Anerica, and Canada, 
and Zereign investments, though less important thas comercial 
contacts, increaged ag well. As a result, a larger concept of 
netional security was geuerated and & special emphasis was 
placed on @ anew nmvy and the necessary naval bases. The first 
President of the tweatieth-ceatury, Theodore Roosevelt, dramatized 
thie need with his ections regarding the Panmaa Canal. America’s 
eatvenee inte World War I in 1917 was another evest illustrating 
this need for national security. 

fhe continued expensien of industry during the tweatieth- 
cectamy wag algo evidenced by the changing methods of trens~ 
portetion and sources of power during thia period. The increased 
production of goods demanded that more ailes of railroad be 
jaid, that more ehipe be built, and that the use of transportation 
py motor vehicle be etarted. As a sources of power, electricity 
became important. Between 1902 and 1930, the total mumber or 
electric utilities in the United States increased from 2,507 


to 92,232." Whenever these changes took place in the ecouciy, 
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laborers were faced with making changes to adjust to them. The 
coal mining interests, for example, were faced with hiring fewer 
men or being ruined by the cheaper cost of electricity and natu- 
yal gas. Organized labor, particularly the United Mine Workers 
of America union, was faced with this problem in industrial 
America. 

Within the realm of social change in the twentieth-century, 
the outstending feature waa the new reliance on the power of the 
group. Until the end of World War I this was most dramatically 
characterized by the actions of the Progressives, the socialists, 
and the newly formed labor organizations. Each of these groups 
attempted to cope with the problems of industrialigm. The Pro- 
gressives turned to exposing the problems of society to the pub- 
lic as a means of correcting problems. It was hoped that in this 
way the federal and state governments would take some action. 
The trade union movement also turned to govermment on the federal 
and state level hoping to obtain relief, while the socialists 
advocated economic reforms of their own for the correction of 
problems. With the exception of the socialists, these groups 
were partially successful in achieving their goals before World 
War I. When the war ended, however, the federal government, and 
the state governments in some instances, reverted to a lassez- 
faire attitude toward business and industry, and these groups 


were no longer regarded as beneficial to society. When this 


rare are 

10 Richard Hofstadter, The age of Reform, From to F.D.R. 
(New York: Vintage Books, 1955), pp. 215-271. (Hereatter 
cited as Hofstadter, The Age of Refora.) 
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oceurred, the Progressive movement came to aa end; the Socielist 
Perty was eplit inte factions and never regained ite former 
importance; and the labor organizations were seriously hindered 
and were barely eble to survive.” 

From 1920 to the middle of the 1930's, the dominent social 
end political trend was to favor the business cowmmity at the 
expense of those gxcups who protested againgt its power ami pre- 
valence in American life. Only when the business eoummunity 
failed to control its ow destiay and allowed the new economic 
processes of industrialism to run amuck, resulting ia one of the 
severest depressions this country has ever know:, did the federal 
government step back into the picture and begia to give labor 
organizations their dewands. The challenge of the 1920's for 
lebor leaders such as John H. Walker was to keep the limited 
gains they had achieved before the war. 

In Illinois many of the major economic and social trends 
just mentioned were taking place between 1570 and 1930. One 
reason for this was the excellent geographical position of the 
state, which placed it directly in the path of westward expansion 
and the building of the railroads. A second reason was the tremendous 
growth of the population of the state between 1859 and 1910, and 
the rapid development of several urban areas, particularly Chicago. 
A third reason was the abundance of natural resources and the 
TT Hofstadter, The Age of Reform, pp. 282-287; H. Wayne Morgan, 


ed., American Socialism, 1900-1 Englewood Cliffs, Ne 
Jersey: Grant ice Hall, inc. , ala 95-96; Taft, i? 


Organized labor, pp. 3hi~ki0. 
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presence of rich farm land, which attracted the entrepreneur 
and the businessmen, and the capital they had to spend, to the 
state. 

The development of the railroad syetem in Iilinois dates 
back to 1856, when the Illinois. Central railroed begen operations 
with 705 miles of track between Chicago and Cairo, Illinois. 

In the years following this opening date, the Illinois Central 
inereased its mileage by construction, purchase, and eae 
until it covered 2,388 miles within the state in 1693. With 
this extensive system, the railroad dominated industry in 
Illinois, and caused other lines to consolidate in order to 
eompete with it. This development made Illinois the leading 
railroad state in the union, in respect to the number of miles 
of line, and it held this title until 1907, when Texas surpassed 
it 7? 

The Illinois Central, and the other lines, served the 
agricultural interests of the state in the immediate post- 
Civil War period, and the mining and manufacturing concerns 
in the late nineteenth and sarly tventieth-centuries. ‘the 
grein trade between the dental and southern pexts of the 
state and Chicago wes particularly importast, and made the city 
one of the two primary grain markets in the camiry, Livestock 
wes another important commodity which was shipped to Chicago, 
and the city became well known for its slaughter houses and 
meatpacking industries. Coal mining interests used the 
2 nest lL. Bogart and John M. Mathews, The Modern Coummon- 

(Springfield; Illinois Centennial Comission, 


wealth, 1693-1918 
1920), pp. 120-132. (Hereafter cited as Bogart and Mathews, 
The Modern Commanuealth. ) 
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railreads for shipping also, particularly from the 1870's 
onvard. It can be seen, therefore, that the presence of such 
an extensive system of transportation in Tilinois was a con- 
¢inual impetus for further economic development, and led to 
the state being one of the early industriel centers in the 
period of the industrial revolution. 

A second factor in the industrial development of Illinois 
was the continual growth of population. In 1850, Illinois 
ranked eleventh in the nation with a population of 951,470. 
Sixty years later, in 1910, it ranked third in the United 
States with a population of 5,696,598. > This tremendous 
growth stimulated the industrial development of the state 
by providing an adequate labor supply to meet the needs of 
industry. It alse ereated a number of urban markets for the 
wamfactured goods. Without the presence of this large 
population, therefore, 14 would have been impossible for any 
ef the industrial and manufacturing interests to develop in 
the giate. 


5 Bogart and Mathews, The Modern Commonwealth, p. 3. 

Ls Ibid., p. 9. Bogart ‘Beates,”...one of the remarkable 
features ebout the development of Illinois is the fact 
that while it holds first place in the union as an agri- 
cultural state, 1t ranks seecoud in the value of the products 


of the mines, and third in those of manufactures. If Tllinols 


be compared with other states in the union as regards the 
urbanization of the population, that is the proportion 
living in cities of 25,000 or over, it is found to rank 
sixteenth in this respect in 1880, eleventh in 1090, and 
seventh in both 1900 and 1910. In the iast year, it was 
outranked by Massachusetts, Rhede Island, Connecticut, New 
York, and Hew Jersey, and equalled by California. It is 
evident from this grouping that from 1900 on, Illinois must 
be classed auong the industrial states with a iarge urban 
population engaged in industrial pursuits.” 
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A third factor leading to economic changes in Illinois vas 
the presence of a varicty of rav materials which could be trans- 
formed into useful commodities. Illinois ranked third in manu- 
facturing im the United States by 1693. ‘This high rank vas due 
primarly "to the preeminence of the state es a producer of food- 
stuffs and to its locetion in the corm belt, for three out of the 
first five manufacturing industries were closely Miaked with 
agriculture, and in the not far remote past hed been carried 
On upon the farm... , nto These three major manufacturing conceras 
were the sleaghtering and meat-packing industry, the distilled 
Liquor industry, and the flour end grist mil. products industry.” 

But agricultural resources were not the only raw materials. 
Tllineis also had forests, natural gas, and mineral products 
which could be turned into useful protuets. The presenae of 
coal, especially, was useful in developing the iro and steel 
industries in the state as well as for providing an inexpensive 
source of fuel. Illinois was ranked setcond in the nation in mining 
products ag early ae 1890, largely as a result of the development 
of the coal mining industry in the central and northern parts 
of the etate. Between 1900 and 1907 this industry was further 
developed in sourthern Illinois. It continued to be important 
until other forms of fuel began to replace 14 in the 1920's. It 
is evident, therefore, as one historian of the period pointed out, 
TS Bogart and Mathews, The Comonveaith, p. 91. 
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that,". . . the growth of manufactures in Illinois rested upon 
& substantial foundetion of natural resources. . .."*7 

Because of the rapid industrial development in Illinois the 
state was faced with a mumber of social problems in the late 
nineteenth and early twentleth-eenturies. This was true espe- 
clally for urban areas, such ag Chicago, where certain pro- 
blems such as poor honadea, unemployment, low wages, long hours 
of work, and the use of child labor developed. Yet these pro~ 
blews could and éid develo; enyvhere eround the state, and since 
the majority of Tllineis manufacturers were not particularly 
eoncemed about this, it seemed to some that Illinois paid a 
heavy price in human suffering for ite high rank as an in- 
dustrial state.!” 

Under the leatership of John H. Walker and others like 
him it became organized labor's self-imposed responsibility 
and gopl to correct the social and economic problems in the 
state. Through the [llinois Legislature, through public educa- 
tion, through bargaining with the employers, organized labor in 
Tilinois endeavored to change what it felt was wrong with the new 


industrial society. They did not always suceeed for it waa not 


an easy task, but it was ea challenging one. 


Bogart and Mathews, The Modera Commonwealth, p. 97. 

Ibid., p. 97. Bogaxt states, “the dominant note of Illinois 
manufactures in the pest has been a vigorous, at times 
almost & ruthless, purpose to succeed.” 
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CHAPTER II 


JOIN H. WALKER'S LIFE: 
A COAL MINER BECOMES A LABOR LEADER 


John H. Walker's heritage is rooted in nineteeath-century 
Scotland, His father, William Walker Sr., the aon of a weaver 
employed in the textile mills of Scotland, was born May 30, 
1851 in Cumbernauli, Scotland, approximately ten miles from 
Glasgow and thirty miles fron Edinburgh.” This area was 
traditionally the economic center of Scotland, and in the 
nineteenth-century the country 's major natural resources of 
coal, iron ore, aud salt were taken from this region. After 
receiving a brief formal education, William Walker, a quiet 
man with laughing eyes and curly hair, entered the coal mines 
in this area. In the 1860's he married Sarah Hunter and they 
settled in Binnie Hill, Scotland, where John, the oldest of 
eight children to reach adulthood, was born on April 27, 1872.3 

John Walker was exposed to the ideas of organized labor 
even as @ child. The coal miner suffered from economic exploi- 
tation and terrible working conditions at thig time, and 
Willian Walker worked hard to improve these conditions by 


attempting to start a co-operative movement and by helping 


J . 
TD yartia Hempel (Walker's deughter), interview with the author, 
April 17, 1966. 
2 John Welker to Hugh Williamson, January 18, 1918. Papers of 
John H. Walker. University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois. 
(Hereafter cited: as Walker Papers.) 


> Martie Hempel, interview with the euthor, April 17, 1966, 
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to orgenize the Scottish Miners’ Union. The men in Sarah Hunter's 
fanily were also coal miners and her grendfather supposedly 
organised :the\minera' first)locel union dn Binnie Hill.” me 
femily was traditionally oriented toward the goals and ideals of 
urevabens labor; aud passed these ideals along to their oldest son. 

In 1881, Willian Walker emtigraved te the United States in 
order to escape what he felt to be the "tyranny of Englana".? 

He left his femily in Seotland; but within ¢ year arranged. for 
them to join him, They settled in the vicinity of Braceville, 
ILlinois; located in the Wilmington coal giela,® and it was here 
thet young John, who only finished the third grade; went to work 
in the coal mines. He was ten years old, four years under the 
legal. minimum age. when e@ boy could enter the mines. 

Between 1982 and 1890, John Walker became a practical miner 
like his fathers He learned the skills, hazards, and hardships 
connected with coal. mining; and came to appreciate the value of 
organized labor in the industrys Walker joined the open braach 
of the Knights of Labor in 1893 and also belonged to the American 
Miners! Federation and the Mine Laborers during the 1860's,! 

Walker saw a great deal of bis ndopted country during these 
years; When Williem Walker was black-listed in Illinois for 
attempting to organize a miners'.unioa, the family moved to the 
Oklahoma territory where John worked in the mines with his fathen.. 


ne ¥ “4 7 m " 

G Jom Welker to John Steele, January 5, 1926, Welker Papers. 

> Martia Hempel to the author, March 15, 1966, 

S Martia Hempel, interview with the author, April 17, 1966. 

b Eugene Staley, History of the Illinois State Federation of Labor 
Chieago: UWiversity of Chicago Press, 1930), pp. 307-300- 
Hereafter cited as Staley, IFL.) 
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Walker made numerous trips back to Scotland during these years 
also, "riding the rails” to points of debarkation and working his 
way aboard ship. In Seotland, Walker would work in the mines, 
visit with relatives, and then return to the United states.° 
From 1890 to 1905, Walker was active at the local level in 
the newly formed United Mine Workers of America (UMA). In 1694, 
during the first major strike called by the miners, he attempted 
to organize a local union in Braceville, Illinois, This attempt, 
like the strike failed and Walker was driven out of the area.” 
fwo years later he succeeded in organizing local union 505, UMWA, 
at Central City, Illinois. In 1696, he represented this local 
at the convention of District 12, UMWA, in Springfield, Illinois, 
where the first agreement between the Illinois Coal Operator's 
Association and the miners was ratified.?° 
Although Walker was well known in the Braceville ares as 
a result of such activities, his reputation as a trade union 
leader was not widely recognized wotil the WiWA strike of 
1897. This strike gave Welker a chance to demonstrate his 
leadership abilities at the state level. During the strike, 
ealled July 4, 1807, Walker and John Mitchell, President of 
the UMWA from 1997 to 1903, served together ac special organ- 
izers in Tllinois, and were successful in keeping the spirit 


of the strike alive during the nine months it lasted. ty: Zhe 


Woe wee 
Mextia Hempel to the author, March 15, 1966. 

? Twenty-fourth Annual Convention Proceedings, District 12, UMWA, 
February 13-26, 1913, penne ts Illinois, p. 343. (Hereafter cited 
as District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1913. 5 

10 Staley, IFL, p. 308. 

11 gisie Gluck, John Mitchell, Miner: Labor's Bargain with the 


Gilded Age (New—Yore:Ghe-Jokn-Bay Compary,, “292977 pos 27-34. 
(Hereaftes—cited as Gluck, Mitchell.) 
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friendship formed between the two men during this time of 
trial was to last until Mitchell's death. 

In 1900, President Mitchell appointed Walker as an inter- 
national organizer for West Virginia./= Walker worked with 
Mrs. Mary (Mother) Jones, one of the few women organizers in 
the UMWA, for a year in West Virginia in en effort to bring 
about a strong union in that state. His attempts, Like those 
of many others, failed and the state remmined one of the 
weakest districts in the union. This failure was due primarily 
to the operators, who were notorious for their anti-union 
feelings and sometimes used force as @ means of preventing 
union organizing. to Walker, this was just another example 
of why orgenization of miners was warrented. He went back to 
Tliineis more determined then ever'to build a strong organization 
in that state. 

By 1901, Walker wes high in the comcils of District 12. 
Ia that year he was elected President of the Danville sub-district. 
He became a delegate to the UMWA national convention from local 
union 272, UMWA, in igoe, and attended these conventions as 
& delegate for twenty-one consecutive years. From 1902 to 1903, 
he served asvan executive board member of District 12. In 1904, 
he became Vice-president of the district and in 1905 he was 
elected President.*? It is little wonder, with this type of 


rr Staley, IFL, p. 308. 


8 District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1913, pp. 16-18. 
Thirteenth Annus] Convention Proc » UMWA, January 20-29, 
1902, Indianapolis, Indiana, p. 24. fter cited as UMWA, 
Proceedings, 1902.) 


25 Sumary of John H. Walker's work experience, Walker Papers. 
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background, that Walker was a kaowledgeable, forceful and con- 
structive leader in Illinois trade wiion circles. 

Walker brought numsrous assets to the executive positions 
he held in Illinois labor organizations. Standing five feet, 
eleven inches, and weighing over two-hundred pounds, he 
possessed great physical and mental endurance and was capable 
of withstanding the physical and mental punishment of working 
and traveling long hours. His sense of humor, sharp wit, and 
mercurial temperment made him popular with the rank and fils. 
He was the type of speaker who, although untrained, left little 
doubt in anyone's mind shout his convictions regarding. the 
Labor movenent .2© 

Walker’s personel habits were beyond reproach also. He 
wes always an ideal gentleman in public, and photographs of 
him indicate he was e cereful dresser. He rarely touched 
alcohol or used obscen@ language and was shocked by his unton 
essociates who had either habit. His favorite sports, hunting 
and fishing, made him popular with union associates and with 
people outside the union movement +? 

Always conscious of being a representative of the trade 
union movement, Walker went out of his way to buy union-made 
goods and to promote the umion label, Once, he even refused 
to own @ home in Springfield, Illinois when he found thet it was 
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buid&® by 2 non-union contractor. Because of this attitude, 


pa eee 
Martia Mempel to the author, March 15, 1966. 


17 Semel Insull once invited Walker to kunt on his private 
estate any time he wished. Samiel Insull to Walker, 
Hovember 21, 1927, Welker Papers. 


is Walker to Gifford Ernest, October 7, 1920, Walker Papers. 
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there was little im his private iife that union men could criticize. 
Walker realized that organized labor gained respectability 

if 4% provided leadership in areas outside its om field. He 
became active in mmicipal affairs in later years, therefore, 
belonging to the Springfield (Ilanois) Plawing Comission”? 
and mummerous other civie erganizations. He always accepted 
honorary appoiutments, and considered it his civie duty to serve 
erwin: eemeaevate TD Rie gieguntete wematve: keen te 
join numerous fratemel organizations,“* thus broadening his 
contacts with people outside the union movemsnt. 

| En 2896, Walker ‘married Phosbe Fox, of Mason, 12sno1s.2 
The young bride's background was similar to her husband's and 
she shared his interest in organized labor. Phosbe's father 
was Welsh and worked in the Illinois cosl mines. Her mother 
vas Duteh-English sad cane from Penasylvania.~ The marriage 
was long and successful, marred oniy by the loss of several 
children in infaney or childhood, Those losses must have been 
terrible blows for Walker because he was always an extrowely 


19 Mayor of Springfield, Illinois to Walker, January 24, 1922, 
20 two examples; Walker was appointed to serve on the Coumittee 
on Suggestions for the Lincoln Centennial Association in 
1923. Walker to Governor Len Small, January 7, 1923, Walker 
Papers. He was on the Reception Comittee for Charles A. 
Lindbergh in Springfield, Illinois, August 15, 1927. "Charles 
A. Lindbergh's Visit to Springfield, Illinois, August 15, 1927," 
Journél of the Illinois State Historical Society, XX (April, 1927- 
22 . » 1928), ps vol. 
There are cumercuis letters from the Mooss, the Elks, aud other 
organizations in the Walker Papers. 
22 Walker to E. J. Fax, October 7, 1918, Walker Papers. 


&3 Martia Hempel to the author, March 15, 1966. 
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sensitive, emotional, and intense person. 

The people whom Walker admiread reflect this sensitivity 
and emotionalism in his personality. The Scotch poet, Robert 
Burns, was one of these men. Once in the early years of his 
marriages, Walker's wife bought him e Christmas gift with some 
grocery money they had been saving. Walker became outraged 
when he found that the money had been spent and demanded to 
gee the gift. Phoebe brought him the gift and his anger turned 
to tears at the sight of a portrait of Robert Burns." such 
emotional outbursts were not unusual for Walker. 

Another one of Walker's heros was Abraham Lincoln. Walker 
collected books and clippings regarding his fellow Illinoisan 
end often quoted Lincoln in his speeches. He felt that Lincoln 
wes @ great humanitarian, and once said of hin, 

Were Lincoln living today, he would be standing 

for and supporting the labor movement, joint 

bargaining, the farmers’ and other co-operative 

societies, cleaniness and honesty in public life. 

He would be doing this in the interest of humanity... .32 
This was the type of reverence which Walker held for those whon 
he admired. 

Walker could dispise a man with just as mich intensity. 
After John L. lewis became President of the miners' union and 
forced some of Walker's friends out of the organization, Walker 


wrote @ pamphiet which he entitled, "John L. Lewis, liar Coward, 


:. eeeegetes 
24 yartia Hempel, interview with the author, April 17, 1966. 


25 Speech given before the lincoln Centennial Association 
(n.d.), Walker Papers. 
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Traitor". In the pamphlet Walker called levis “an indefensible 
Liar, os, & yellow cowaxd. . ., a infamous traitor. » «, indis« 
eriminate, common, ordinary, cheap lier. . ,pa6 Similar prounee« 
nents are scattered throughout Walker’s letters to his union 
ASSOCIATES» 

One historian has observed that, "Walser is 2 man of strong 
enotionss feeling, not logic, is the key to his spirit.©! mnie 
was undoubtedly true, for Walker saw issues as right or wrong, . 
good oy bad. Like thensocialists with whom he essocieated in 
the early years of the twentieth-century, Walker wag bound to an 
idealism which was unswerving in principle and unbending in nature. 
AS a result, be Nani near 0k: Gepinn i dugmanetyy Moen. hg 
attempted to assess political or economic issues.in the United 
Mine Workers organization. Yet, his idealism was also a source 
of his aggressiveaess while he was President of the Illinois 
State Federation of Labor, (IFL). Is inspired hin to develop 
an aggressive state federation in Illinois, notivated him to 
promote labor legislation in the state legislature, and caused 
him to involve Illinols labor in national, state, and local 
politics, 

A major factor contributing to Walker’s emergence in 
Illinois Labor was his position within the structure of organized 
labor. This position was local rather than national. As a 
result, Walker had greater freedom to do ag he pleased, and 
unlike national labor leaders, he did not need to worry about 


% Pamphlet by Jom H. Walker (n.d.), Walker Papers. 
ST staley, IFL, p. 308. 
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being in the spotlight or trying to guage the mood of the nation. 

Within the ranks of the United Mine Workers of America ,{UMWA) , 
Walker was identified with the reform elements. He felt 6 close 
sttachment to the organization, and to the ainers' struggle with 
centralization of power. His coneern with technological changes, 
ané with a hostile management motivated hin to try and correct 
these problems, He was involved in UMWA politics end. union 
intrigues at different times during his entire career, aad this 
involvement ultimately led to his expulsion from lesferahip in 
Tliineis lebor circles, 

Welker wes President of the Illinois district of the United 
Mine Workers (District 12) from 1905 to 1913 and 2932 to 1933. 
During this time, he directed the economic policies of the 
Tllinois miners, often coming in conflict with the national 
officers of the union over these policies, His eriticiam of 
UMWA President Tom I, Lewis, who was in Office fram 1908 to 1912, 
and other netional leaders caused one student of the union's 
history to remark, "With the exception of Jobn Mitchell, there 
was probably no man in the union whom Walker did not attack at 
one time or another. « 82 

Walker ren for President of the UMWA three different times 
éuring his career. Each time he was unsuccessful. In 1908, 
fom Li Lewis, John Mitchell's Vice-president, defeated him: In 
1916, Walker lost to John P. White, and in 1918 he was defeated 
25 Davia Thoreau Wieck, The United Mine Workers of America: A 


3 in Centralization (impublished manuscript: Wayne State 


i ty, 1953), p- 59. (Hereafter cited ag Wieck, A 
Study in Centralizetion.) 
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by Frank J. Hayes. According to Walker and the group of UMWA 
Jeeders that supported him, each election was won fraudulently, 
providing a further impetus for radical action. During the early 
1920's, Walker was part of the group which opposed the national 
officers, including John L. Lewis. The turbulence within the UMWA 
resulting from this opposition finally led to an attempt to re- 
move Lewis from office by creating a new miners’ organization, the 
United Mine Workers of America Reorganized. Walker was elected 

an officer of this organization after helping to found it. When 
the Reorganized was abolished, he ran for President of District 12 
and won. It was the last time that he was active in the miners’ 
union. 

Walker's activities in the Illinois State Federation of Labor 
were totally at odds with his activities in the United Mine Workers. 
He was not interested in engaging in radical reform of the state 
organization or its parent, the American Federation of Labor, (AIL). 
While he did not agree with all the policies of Samel Gompers 
or William Green when they led the AFL, he accepted their leader- 
ship and their policies for the most part and did their bidding. 
This does not mean that Walker was out of character as Presi- 
dent of the IFL, however, for he still pursued a mmber of ideal- 
istic goals. 

Walker recognized that the IFL had a much broader base in 
fllinois labor circles than the UMWA and District 12. The former 
organization consisted of independent unions which banded together 
in order to better co-ordinate individual union activities. The 


miners* union, on the other hand, was narrow in interest and only 
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served one group of laboring people. For this reason alone, Walker 
may have decided that he would rather serve as President of the 
IFL, when he was clected to the position in 1912. Whatever his 
reasons for becoming President of the state federation, he found 
this position more rewarding and remained in it, with the exception 
of one year, from 1913 to 1930. 

The broad base of the IFL made Walker's duties as President 
mumerous and diverse. Essentially, he was responsible for 
streagthening the trade union movement through iiiebesomnd. work. 
He was in charge of promoting better relations between the unions 
and the general public and of educating the individual trade 
unionist in the principles of organized labor and his responsi- 
bilities in American society. Lastly, he was responsible for 
economic, legislative, and political policies of organized labor 
in Illinois. 

Walker's organizational work began before he entered the 
Presidency of the IfL. In 1908, while still President of District 
12, he arranged for the miners to enter the IFL. In this way 
Walker’s own position in the IFL was strengthened, District 12 
was given the additional support of the IFL, and the IFL gained 
some 300 local unions and additional income from union dues.”? 
After Walker became President of the IFL he continued trying to 
persuade affiliated unions to join the IFl and the AFL. Of course, 
organizational work went on outside the union structure too. 
Walker arranged for unions to enter many phases of industry in 


2 Staley, IFL, p. 308. 
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Illinois, and helped to gain recognition for these unions after 
they were organized. 

The problem of promoting better relations between unions and 
the general public was met by establishing camumication between 
the two groups. Walker believed there was a need for organized 
Labor to have its 9’ newspapers and other forms of public media. 
He worked to secure a wider audience for labor newspapers in 
Illinois, and established the IFL News Letter as the official 
organ of the federation in 1915.29 ‘This weekly nevapaper was 
gent to every local union effiliated with the IfL. Other ways 
of placing labor's message before the general public were public 
speaking engagements, conventions, and the use of radio, after it 
became popular. 

The work of educating trade wnionists in the principles of 
organized labor and in the responsibilities of laboring people in 
society went on in several ways, According to Welker, the basic 
principles of organized labor was a belief in democratic pro- 
cedures. Walker rarely attempted to rule arbitrerily, belleving 
thet all members of organized labor could and should participate 
in the governing of the organization through the delegates they 
sent to epnventions. He emphasized this principle in IFL con- 
ventions and in his daily activities as President of the IPL. 

Walker warned vorkers to avoid violence during strikes, 
pointing out thet euch actions harmed labor's image.°+ the 
Herrin, Illinois killings in 1922 appalled him, and while 
30 Eventy-eixt Annual Convention Proceedings, District 12, UMWA, 

March 23-April 10, 1916, Peoria, ois 2 oh a (Hereafter 


eited as District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 
31 District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1913, pp. cea 
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he sympathized with the miners regarding aceb lebor, he felt 
co-operation, nob bloodshed, was the oaly solution to the problen.>” 

Walker heartily endorsed adult education and urged members 
of the IFL to participate in such programs, He felt that every 
Maboring person should strive to improve bis huwiedge of worli, 
aational, aad local affairs, and told the delegates at IFL 
conventions that this was nocessary.-° 

Trne to his idedlistic nature, he also believed that 
petriotien wes a noble trait in people. He worked elesely with 
the IlMnois State Cameil of Defense during World Var I, 
co-ordinehing IfL activities with the war-time efforts of 
industry in Illdnoie.®’ Agter the var, Walker endorsed the 
American Legion end urged veterans who belonged to unions to 
join this organizatioa.>? 

Velker's background ag Presideat of District 12 gave hia 
a fire foundation in union economics’ particularly ia the areas 
of negotiations sad the handling of strikes, and when he became 
President of the IL he was well equipped to handle the economic 
responsibilitiea be assumed. 

As President of District 12, Walker participated in most 


= Walker to John Steele, Rime 26, 1922, Walker Papers. 

33 Forty-second Aumal Convention Eroseet ; IFL, Septeuber 
S13, 1924, Pearls, Diiinois,, Ps ereafter cited as 
FL, Proceedings, 192/.) 
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35 spec by Valier made before the Sleventh Anaal Convention, 
of tie American Legioa, lepartmest of TilMnois, September 14, 
1929, Walker Papers. 
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of the negoticdtions of contracts with the Illinois Coal Operator's 
Association. Contracts involving wages and other benefits for 

the miner were signed in 1906, 1908, 1910, and 1912. In 1908 and 
1910, Walker was able to gain wage increases for the miners; in 
1906 and 1912 he maintained the wage standard established by 

the prior contracts. Walker also obtained a number of fringe 
benefits for the miners during this period. In thse 1908, 1910, 

end 1912 contracts, the Illinois Coal Operators provided shorter 
working hours, better tonnage rates, and payment for shot futers.°° 
These benefits helped the miners economically. 

Another of Walker's economic duties while President of the 
miners was erbitrating disputes and enforcing the contracts which 
the union signed. In this function, Walker proved himself to be 
capable and fair to miners and operators, thus strengthening the 
organization and helping to bring greater recognition from 
Illinois operators. Arbitration was Walker's major economic 
consideration in the IPL also. He handled tundreds of disputes 
between unions and management from 1913 to 1930, and in this 
way, induced management to turn to labor when problems arose.37 

The handling of strikes, an important economic weapon of 
organized labor, was another one of Walker’s duties as President 


36 , 

Twenty-second Annual Convention Proceedings, District 12, UMIA, 
February 2l-March 1, 1911, Springfield, Illinois, p. 16. 
(Hereafter cited as District 12, WMWA, Proceedings, 1911.) 
District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1913, pp. 10-24 

37 The Walker Papers deal with this economic consideration to 
some extent. See also, P. Millet, “Prial in a Cosl Mine,” 
Qutlook, LXXkIx {June 6, 1908), pp. 296-301. 
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of District 12 and the IFL. Walker used the strike in 1910 to 
gain beaefits for the miners from the coal opecutows.3° Be 
also was in eherge of strike funds and the payment of strike 
benefite to miners out of work, As President of the IfL, 
Welker hendled strike benefits for individual unions and pro- 
vided moral support to strikers by helping to gsin recoguitioa 
of the strike fron other unions. He hed no authority to call’ 
@ strike himself, however. 

Welker hed a elncere desize to begin a co-operative systen 
in Thinods while be was President of District 12.99 mis be- 
cams @ reality in 1915, when the Illinois Stete Co-operative 
League wes formed. Walker, a9 President of the IFL, was in an 
eucellent position to lead the co-operatives, and did so for 
@ mumber of yoars. At first, he concentrated on iullding the 
league in mining towns, vut it spresd to obher scgments of 
organized lever in tine.” 

A post of other econowic provlens vere confronted by 
Walker during his Fsesidency of the IFL. He because active in 
vesomsing convict labor policies in Illinois, He varked to 
wuild a stete esplaywoat service. He promoted the building 
of hard roads in the latter part of the 1920's, and even supported 
@ fieod contrel progran for the Mississippi River. Welker con- 


SS pistrict 12, WEA, Proceedings, 1911, p. 16. 
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sidered these numerous projects within the scope of the IFL's 
economic policies. 

The passage of labor legislation was Walker's second 
important responsibility as President of District 12 and the 
IfL. Most labor leaders considered legisietion a primary 
means of improving the economic situation of the individual 
laborer. John Mitchell worked hard to achieve the passage of 
such laws, end Samuel Gompers made Labor legislation one of the 
AFL's principle interests, Walker followed the example these 
men established. 

At the 1912 District convention, John L. lewis, then 
Secretary of the legislation committee for the Tilinois miners, 
told the delegates, "in securing the enactment of . . 
various laws, too muck credit cannot be given to our efficient 
president, John i, Walker. wi2 Walker deserved this tribute. 

He served on the Mining Investigation Commission, established 

by Governor Deneen, after the Cherry Mine disaster in 190, 

and played a leading part in the passage of legislation establisie 
ing Mine Rescue Stations, enacting a Miner's Qualification 

Law and a Shot Firers Law, and revising the Illinois Mining 
coae.*3 


Se eta tean ik 

Walker made a speech February 7, 1927, regarding labor's in- 
terest in hard roads, Walker Papers. There is @ resolution 
regarding flood control of the Mississippi in the May 16-31, 
1927 file, Walker Papers. 


42 Twenty-third Annual Convention Proceedings, District lz, 


UMWA, February 205 March 1, 1912, Spri eld, Illinois, 
pe i {Hereafter cited as District 12, UMWA, Proceedings 
1912. 


"3 Berl R. Beckner, A History of Labor legislation in Illinois, 
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Prese, S)y Dp: 203-374. 
(Hereafter cited as Beckner, Labor weeialation | 
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When Walker became President of the IFL, his legislative 
activities covered @ wider field, and he was responsible for 
thes pane: Ot tremmmeesi Nahin, denetiered: tnpettelle ie tenet 
He worked for twelve years to have an injunction-limitation 
bill enacted in Illinois and finally achieved this aim in 1925. 
legislation regulating wages, safety end heaith in industry, 
oceupations end apprenticeships, beslth ingurance, old age 
pensions, the hours of work for women, child labor, an@ the 
administration of labor lav were also his concern.** ue aia 
aot alwaye achieve his gomls regarding legislative matters, 
but he did make sous improvements. 

In eddition to supporting legislation favorable to labor, 
Walker opposed bills which hindered organized lmbor’s function 
in seciety. The most usfevorable legislation was considered 
the Constabulary lew, which vas defeated for e number of years 
by isbor, before it finally became law and established the 
State Highway Patrol. Welker's fear, perhaps exaggerated, was 
that such a state-wide police force vould be used to control and 
coerce workers who participated in strikes." 

Walker's close involvement with labor legislation led to 
action in national, state, and local politics. He was active 
in politics during his entire career, usually campaigning for 
& political candidate, but sometimes becoming the candidate 
himself. Walker's political philosophy consisted of one basic 


a. 
See Eeckner, Labor » tor a complete history of 
wee: cee greengey ogg apt 


45 IPL Weekly April 2 “Agha tes tanith $4 1923 
Cites & aoe EF sppnaition to the Constabulary bill. 
Beekmer, Labor Legislatioa, pp. 70-71. 
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vule: always aupport the politician or party most Likely to be 
pro-labor. His political activities, therefore, appear to be 
very chagtic and inccasistent, but this was not the case at all. 
From the turn of the century until 1916, Jon Walker vas an 
ardent socialist." He was prominent in the Socialist Party in 
Illinois, and aligned the miners vith this party during his 
Presidency of District 12. By 1912, the socialists vere in the 
majority on the Executive Board of the Ristrict.”? Aathoug: the 
Socialist Party in Tliinois never achieved spectacular success at 
election time, it did serve to dramatize the uiners’ demands for 
reform, thereby making the public and the Illinois legislature 
more aware that cution needed to be taken. This is probably 
one Beason Welker belonged to the party. Another reason vas 
the idealism of the party's econoale doctrine. Walker told the 
1912 miners' coavention thet he believed, “thet everyone who 
desires to be classed as one of the workers should be a member 
of both the econenie and pulitieal unions of the vorxers, 
In 1916, Walser abandoned the socialists for major party 
candidates. He endorsed Woodrow wWilaon for President and 
Baverd F. Dunne for Governor of IMinois.”? Tne socialist 


igid, pe ao. Wadkxer te 
y SAE 16, Walker Papers. 
7 
Twentieth Anouel Convention Risteict 12 
WEA, February 16-25, 1909, precoding ype 18-222 
(Hereafter cited as District 12, WiA, Procesdiags, 1909.) 


46 Sanit TAMA, Eh Aes aba ple, pe es 
» November 5, 1916, p. 11. The ad states, 
ees “and Wiverd F. Donne are representatives of 


the comson people and the spirit of their times. They stand 
for new and enlarged apportunities for labor, for a square 
deal for laboring men, for social justice and for economic 
and social progress Gil along the line.” 
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Party revoked Walker's membership because of these activities, 
at the same time chastizing him for his views on the World War. 
The letters exchanged between Walker and Adolph Germer, then 
Secretary of the Socialist Party, indicate the bitterness that 
developed between lsbor and the socislists sbout this time.°° 

Walker did not remain an orthodox party supporter for very 
long. In 1919 and 1920, he became active in the Farner-Labor 
Party which developed in Chicago. In the 1920 election, he 
supported e full slete of Farmer-Labor Party candidates for 
office, and ran for Governor of Illinois on the same perty 
ticket.9+ He lost the election, but this never dampened his 
enthusiaism. Walker only left the Farmer~-Labor Party after 
the communists became ective in the movement in 1922. 

In 1924, Walker again became active in state and national 
politics. On the state level, he decided to support the 
Republican incumbant, Governor Len Small, because of the close 
working relationship between the two men. Small, who won re- 
election, was openly sympathetic to labor and helped Walker 
achieve the passage of several significant pleces of labor 
legislation.°* In national politics, Walker endorsed the 


°° letters between Walker and Adolph Germer, October, 1917 
to January, 1918, Walker Papers. 

P 

J+ ort waa Hews letter, Jetier, dine 12, 1920, p. 1. (Hereafter 

32 sailed labor Legislation, p. 57. Welter Me Lacyk, 
Il.inois Labor Uhions in the Election of 192 (unpublished 
master's thesis: University of fits » B50 «), Be Le 
(Hereafter cited as Lacyk, Illinois Labor cece. 
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Progressive Party and Robert M, LaFollette of Wisconsin. The 
AFL supported LaFoliette because of his pro-labor views, and 
& significant portion of labor seemed to be behind the inde- 
pendent party movenent 2° LaFollette's defeat, however, 
ended labor's hope of gaining the sympathy of 4 national 
political leader. 

In the 1928 national elections, Walker supported Herbert 
Hoover for President and Len Small for Governor of Illinois.” 
Walker campaigned for Hoover because of the latter's adminis- 
trative role in World Wear I. He considered Hoover idealistic 
and pro-labor:54 en Small, ruming for a third term, was 
Walker's choice for Governor isin of his help to evenatoba 
labor between 1921 and 1927. When Small failed to receive the 
nomination in the April, 1928 primaries, Walker refused to 
endorse any candidate.” 

After 1928 the problems within the UMWA overwhelmed 
Walker, and he was not directly active in Tllinois and national 
politics. But long after he lost his leadership role in 
Illinois labor, he maintained an interest in politics and 


g@upported the men he considered labor's friends. 


Be Lacyk, Tilinois Labor Unions, p. 1. 
93 Walker to W. MN. Doak, October 9, 1928, Welker Papers. 


54 Welker to Miss Anna Weinstock » Women's Comaittee for Hoover, 
October 13, 1928, Walker Papers. 


2? Walker to Harry Jensen, October 9, 19253, Walker Papers. 
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CHAPTER Ili 


REFORMER IN THE RANKS OF TH UNITED 
MINS WORKERS OF AMERICA; 1905-1933 


John H. Walker's activities in the United Mine Workers of 
America, (UMWA), were influenced by three factors: the organization 
and changes that occurred within the political structure of the 
unioa; the economic conditions of the coal industry from 1590 
to 1930; and the lesdership of John Mitchell, Walker's close 
friend end mentor. The combination of these clements, aiong 
with Walker's own abilities, ideals, and asperations, were the 
major motivating forces causing Walker to participate in reform 
activities. 

The UMWA was established when the Wational Progressive 
Uaion of Miners and Mine Laborers and the Nationsi District 
Assembly of 135 of the Knights of Labor consolidated their 
forces at a convention held in Colusbus, Ohio on Janusry 25, 
1990.2 The creation.of the UMWA was a proud but empty boast 
of the miners at the Columbus convention. They were aeither 
united nor did their union extend across the United States. 
in the first eighteen years of the organizatioa’s existence 
it was faced with the task of formilating union policies and 
gaining recognition from the coal operators in order to live 


up to the nase it chose. 


I David J. McDonald end Sdward A. Lynch, Coal snd Uniouisa; A 
History of the Anerican Coal Miner's Unica (Indianapolis: 
Cornelius Printing company, 1939), pp. ae-23. (Hereafter 
eited as MeDonald and Lynch, Cosi and Unioniss. ) 
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Almost immediately after the union was organized its first 
President, John B. Ras, began to set up a structure which would 
handle the affairs of the miners in different areas of the 
country. Jurisdiction over the immediate activities of the mine 
workers in the various coal fields was delegated to district 
unions." "Each Gistrict was required to supervise the affairs 
of the local unions in its geographic area and to render service 
necessary for their guidance. "3 This policy established the pre- 
ecedent of district autonomy. Annual conventions were also 
established in order that the miners might express their views 
and take action on matters affecting the objectives of the UMWA. 
The national convention possessed absolute power and was the 
highest law-making body in the miners' union .4 during the 
period from 1890 to 1908. It dictated the goals and purposes 
of the organization. 

After 1908, when John Mitchell left office, the power 
structure within the UMWA slowly became more centralized. The 


union was established in most of the coal fields and its 


© The following districts were organized: District 1, Anthracite, 
Pennsylvania; District 2, Central Pennsylvania; District 3, Low 
Grade, Pennsylvania; District 4, Coke regions, Pennsylvania; 
District 5, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; Districts 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
Qhio; District 11, Indiana; District 12, Illinois; District 13, 
Iowa; District 14, Missouri and Kansas; District 15, Colorado, 
Washington and the territories; District 16, Marylend; District 
17, West Virginia; District 16, Virginia; District 19, Tennessee 
and Kentucky; District 20, Alabama and Georgia; District 21, 
Texas, Arkansas and the Indian Territory. 

3 McDonald and Lynch, Coal and Unionism, p. 25. 


+ Prank J. Warne » The Coal-Mine Workers: A Study in Labor 
Or, zation (New York: Longmans, Green and Company, 1905), 
PP» - (Hereafter cited as Warne, The Coal-Mine Workers.) 
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formative period was completed. The rank and file in the 1902 
national convention decided to hold elections for the national 


3 This 


officers rather than choose these men during conventions. 
policy gave the national officers more freedom and, with treasury 
funds at their disposal and a staff of national organizers to do 
their bidding, they could control elections and more effectively 
determine policies. But in the process of establishing this 
centralization of power, Presidents Ton L. Lewis, John P. White, 
and Jobo L. lewis met with opposition from certain district 
leaders who remembered the carly period and policies of the 
organization, and longed to re-establish these guidelines. 

The major reason for the increased centralizetion of power 
is found in the economic conditions of the coel industry between 
1890 end 1930. The UMMA was formed just as the industrial 
revolution was beginning to stimulate an econcmie growth in the 
coal industry, The organization grew as the coal industry 
became more important economically end centralization of power 
within the UMWA occurred to balance the sew power of the coal 
operator. When the coal mining industry began to have economic 
problems in the 1920's, the UMWA experienced its most difficult 
internal problems because of increased opposition from the coal 
operators who could not afford to recognize aggressive UMWA 
leaders. 

John EH, Walker understood the realities of the economic 
changes taking place in the coal industry. In June, 1926, he 
wrote to B, M. Flaherty, an ol@ friend, stating, "(t)he 


? UMA, Prgceedings, 1902, pp. 134138. 
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mining industry is in bed shape. A great many men who have 
put in their whole lifetime at it, are being compelled to 
seek work elsewhere . . ., and when @ man has to do that late 
in life it is a pretty sad experience.“ But Welker did not 
understand the increased centralization of power within the 
structure of the UMWA. He believed this power belonged to the 
districts and the national conventions as it had before 1908, 
and when national leaders did not follow these precedents 
Walker was certain it weakened the UMWA. 

Walker's views regarding the organization and policies 
of the UMWA were directly *» “luenced by John Mitchell, Pres- 
ident of the organization from 1697 to 1908. Mitchell, who 
was born in Braidwood, Illinois, a mining town near Walker's 
home, in the winter of 1870,! understood the dangers and economic 
hardships connected with the mining of coal, and wanted to create 
@ union powerful enough to convince the operators that they must 
eliminate these problems from the industry. His goal was the 
establishment of better working conditions in the coal industry 
and interstate contracts between the coal operators and the 
UMWA, Because he was partially successful in these undertakings, 
Walker felt that Mitchell was a great leader. 

In directing the organization and policies of the UMWA, 
Mitchell adhered to the principles of district autonomy and 


control of the union by the national conventions. If disputes 


So : 
Walker to B. M. Flaherty, June 3, 1926, Walker Papers. 
T Gluck, Mitchell, p. 5. 
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arose between coal operators and the miners’ organization, 
Mitchell allowed district officials to handle the matter and 
only acted when called upon to do so. This same policy applied 
to matters of discipline within the UMWA. Men who opposed 
Mitchell were not dealt with by the miners' President but by 
the national convention or the district organization. After 
the trend toward centralization began, Walker repeatedly cited 
these policies when he criticized national officers of the UMWA. 
Walker's activities in UMWA politics began soon after he 
became President of District 12 in 1905. At the 1905 national 
convention of the UMWA, Mitchell was attacked by delegate 
Robert Randell of Pennsylvania. Randell charged Mitchell with 
failing to exercise his leadership responsibilities, compromising 
with the coal operators and deserting his duties. After Randell's 
speech, Walker arose to defend Mitchell and then made a motion to 
expel Randell from the convention for his views. This motion 
was seconded and carried when Randell refused to retract the 
charges he made against Mitehell.° 
In the 1906 convention Mitchell faced opposition similar 
to that of Robert Randell when Patrick Dolan attacked the UMWA 
President. The attack upset Walker so much that he told the 
convention that he thought Dolan should be hanged, if it was aot 
a violation of the UMWA constitution. The convention did not 
go to this extent, but the matter was referred back to the 


district and Dolan was forced out of UMWA affairs.” 


Sgixteenth Annual Convention Proceedings, UMWA, January 16- 
23, 1905, Indianapolis, indiana, pp. $36-231. (Hereafter 
cited as UMWA, Proceedings, 1905.) 


9 Gluck, Mitchell, pp. 179-190. 
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In 1908, when Mitchell retired from office, Walker decided 
to run for President of the UMWA. He was certain that "(wearing 
the Mitchell mantle, he was destined to become another Mitehe11, "2° 
Hie dream never came true. Tom L. Lewis, Mitchell’s Vice-pres- 
ident, was elected to the position in a very close race which 
Walker claimed was fraudulently manupuletea,? | 

From 1908 to 1912, Walker continually opposed Lewis in an 
attempt to curtail his influence in the UMWA. After the 1903 
election, Lewis sent two men to see Walker regarding the possibility 
of some kind of working agreement. Walker refused to deal with 
the miners' Presideat, informing the contacts that Lewis would 
have to prove he was honest before he would support him. The 
relationship between the two men was strained as a result of this 
action. 1 

The issue over centralization of power within the UMWA 
during Lewis' term of office centered around the problem of 
interstate contracts between the coal operators and the UMWA, 
The national organization believed that interstate contracts 
were the best form of dealing with the coal operators across 
the country, and Lewis realized that such agreements would re- 
flect credit upon his office. Walker felt that the districts 
should deal with the coal operators, and that contracts on the 
state level were better than interstate agreements. Since the 


2 ee a ss 

w Agnes B. Wieck to the author, May 14, 1966. 

11 Gluck, Mitchell, p. 230. 

in Typewritten copy of the Thirty-first Annual Convention 
Proceedings, UMWA, September, 1921, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Walker Papers. (Hereafter cited as Typewritten copy, UMWA, 
Proceedings, 1921, Walker Papers.) 
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Illinois Coal Operators’ Association agreed to this policy, 
Walker never paid a great deal of attention to Lewis’ wishes 
for an interstate agreement. This caused a number of contro- 
versies to occur between 1908 and 1912. 

In 1909 a dispute between Lewis and Walker developed over 
Walker's refusal to vote for an interstate joint conference 
between the coal operators and the UMWA at a meeting called 
to set up the conference. Lewis claimed that Walker's vote 
was a further impetus for the Illinois coal operators not to 
attend the interstate joint conference. Walker alleged he was 
justified in refusing to vote for such a conference because the 
Illinois operators were not present et the meeting setting up 
the conference. Also, since the 1908 agreement between the 
Illinois operators and District 12 was already in effect, Walker 
saw no reason to agree to an interstate contract." 

In 1910 the contract between the Illinois coal operators 
and District 12 expired and Walker began to negotiate for a 
new contract. The demands of the illinois miners were not 
agreeable to the Illinois operators, however, and negotiations 
proke down until a strike forced the mine owners to concede 
almost ell of the points in the new statis This victory 


for Walker was a direct threat to Lewis’ power since it won 


3 District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1909, p. Li. 


14 pistrict 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1911, pp. 17-18. 
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prestige for the President of District 12 and placed pressure 
on Lewis to better miners' conditions in other parts of the 
country. Lewis reacted by attacking the agreement between 
District 12 and the Illinois operators. 

On December 5, 1910, Lewis issued a circular which implied 
that the District l2 officers were not fully informing the 
miners of all that was teking place at the bargaining table. 

He inferred that Walker and other District l2 officials may 
have had shady dealings with the Illinois operators, and that 
such dealings were not entirely for the pest.” Walker answered 
these charges at the District 12 convention held in February 
and March, 1911. He claimed that the contract and the joint 
conference between the district officials and the Tliinois 

coal operators were given full publicity, and closed by 

telling the convention, "I may add that this act on the part 

of President Lewis is similar in character to that which he 

has been doing to the Illinois officers ever since he held 

the position of International President. “16 


Walker also claimed in the 1911 District i2 convention 


5 ‘ 

*) District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1911, p. 23. 

16 
Tbid., Pp» 23. The Chi Daily Socialist printed everything 
necessary to support it $ miners during the strike 
and then printed the complete proceedings on the negotiations 
for the 1910 contract. 
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Shats 

(c)ertain statements have been circulated from 

high sources to the effect that the miners of 

Illinois should not retain what they have won 

which the miners elsewherevhave not secured, 

which means we should give up to the operators 

of Illinois every concession we have gotten 

from them which their competitors are not 

giving the men working for them. i17 
In Walker's opinion giving up the benefits gained by contracts 
would place the Illinois miners on a basis with non-union 
miners and create additional economic burdens for the District. 
Levis, on the other hand, felt that differences in the con- 
tracts between the several districts and the varicus coal 
operators produced rivalaries within the UMWA and thus weak- 
ened the organization, Although he took no action regerding 
the 1910 contract, the issue over the scope and duties of the 
District organizations was certainly questioned. 

In 1912, John P. White defeated Lewis for President of 
the UMWA, becoming President of the union when Illinois was 
one of the strongest districts within the organization./9 
Walker's economic success with contracts between District 12 
and the Illinois coal operators prompted White to remark at 
the 1913 District 12 convention that "(t)he movement in Illinois 
grew with such rapidity it practically revolutionized the 
industrys"*9 wnite's leadership of the UMWA was hardly based 


District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1911, p. 23. 


le McDonald and Lynch, Coal and Unionism, pp. 86-87. 
7 District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1913, p. 285. 


amet 


wre. berelyvotto used wed sporiaeapiti Skavep tay 1 
io otonte ait devs toggo sdt of seonwoe agid 
oY wet yous Jere odetam cog Givorte asomkeny > 
Sataeae doe oo wepWeeie esanta od? dy iste 
eke 0 lao and OF qo: omy Biocde ow ena oie 
evo Wi sy abiggegdas yweeve oforsill to 
Jie Cie suecideyueo giocs dndtdw peaked mot 
Lye atiatts set sees SES cad anteky 


siepidacs yi beziog wblaaned el? gear sore ROBIE B*  soaiLeld cA § 
sOseuenta Mile alee 4 oo auankea elourtts eae por ae a 


TSLlmwam ads aot ekcoheat B Usworny te Saeed. SERBS srs ira pale 


t 


~sno edo £2 awonesatath Jay fiat , Dae “eee gue 909 dames 
fen gcukysy ant Bas Aone eee —- evi yt neswitsd escwed 


stoi: melt fo avha ahh cLugie amihaea by ie Deowi i es TRIAS 


eiibtunes Aoives on woud ad eyo sles tesso sat fecp 


BT SO aide Ie age bso “ave eet ede i veiatas at i 


1 


» bg 2 Soa — SOD Ri" EC tahoe pegs sonal 


ts teablest aot siwal be stash evn at sos SES ef ae 


* 


Bay SiGattiT sow mobs sid 2a jaabtov rat geteored AW eld 


Os pediesinanws ald non bie adorwiers goes eres ocd ke eae 


Sf voters secacted! ag gevid noc date aRGooLe Sarees eraculem 
te depres e¢ etic! beaguuarig ata ims Siosi Reey ott Bet 


Siontter GE tesuewa adivp" Iscs nokanersos Si vs bated eles one 
ect swatootdefover uclesctousd os eee inpa aviw voce 

begun! aienea! oar RMF adit So Gesketeboes ah sdpi7 he yataaia lt 

4h A eenther et aT egcoeNS 


£8 s¢ AlCl .Byotbepsoed .AMMU .SE doladena *~ 


a 
be <9 


Soem .oG puileols bom Lee) .: IDayt its Lanes oh 
ee, SRC ae 
+o ad CHEE agrkbe@oort Anh. codasadd Re 


43 


on this type of militancy or agressiveness. He did very little 
to stwengthen the union in West Virginia, Alabeus or other eress 
of weakness, and in one instance he violated the precedent of 
district autonomy by investigating Alex Howat's activities in 
District 14.°° His apparent conservatism bothered the nore 
radical district leaders, while his interference in district 
affairs engered them. They did not approve of the trend toward 
centralization of power. 

At the same time that White became President of the UMWA 
Walker moved from his narrow base of power within District 
12 to the broader base of power as President of the IFL. He 
was nominated to head the IFL in 1912 but was defeated. At 
the IFL convention in 1913, the 212 delegates representing 
District 12 swang the vote for Walker and he was elected 
President by a vote of 285 against 268 for Rawin R. Wright.“+ 
From 1913 to 1916, Walker concentrated on his duties as Pres- 
ident of the IFL, establishing at the same time, a more aggressive 
reputation within the UWA. He was the logical candidate against 
White in the 1916 election, therefore, after en interstate con- 
tract between the coal operators and the UMWA was signed which 
apperentiy displeased the rank and file. 

Walker announced his candidacy for President of the UMWA 
in late dune, 1916, when he wired EB. L. Doyle of District 15, 


Fgh SE 
McAlister Coleman, Men and Coal (New York: Farrar and 


Rinehart, Inc., 1943), p. 88. (Hereafter cited az Coleman, 
Men and Coal.) 


2) Staley, IFL, pp. 191, 2uh. 
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(Colorado), UMWA,°* and other supporters in various parts of the 
country, His announcement prompted unfavorable as well, as 
favoreble replies. Martin J. Plysik, President of the Washing- 
ton UMWA District, wrote te Walker in August, 1916 stating: 


No Goubt you will be considered the strongest 
opponent that could be brought out in the field 
against John P. White but his record in the 
miners’ movement is unassailable and the 
achievements accomplished by the organization 
under his guidence stand out with such 
prominence which practically insures 
re-election, 23 y how 


Flyzik went on to remark thet he would call upon his district 
to support White, Another observer of the political situation 
within the UMWA, however, had a different reaction to Walker's 
candidacy and expressed these thoughts ia the following poem: 


As I sat alone last evening 
I was filled with pure delight 
When I noticed in the paper 
About co-operative Jack. 


Says he’s going to run for president 
of the U. Me. Ws. of As 

He has seid enough already 
For he will win. on election day. 


He is powerful as a mountain 
Yet peaceful as 6 lamb 
. Before he serves his terw out 
Look out old Alaban. 


He ‘l1 finish up Kentucky 
Then knab on Tennessee 

Then line up Colorado 
How easy that will be, 


22 valker to BE. Lb. Doyle, (tis@,) June file, Walker Papers. 
&3 Martin Flyzik to Walker, August 6, 1916, Walker Papers. 
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He is not afraid to fight then 
And knows just how its done 
Of course it takes some courage 
But for him its only fu. 
We know he is ever faithful 
And know he'll serve us well 
But two more years and he'll 
Be forced to head the A, Ff. of L. 
He has built co-operation 
So it never can go back 
So let us all show honor 
To co-operative Jack. 24 
As the poem indicated, Walker had the support of many aggressive 
UMWA leaders in the 1916 election. 

Alex Howat was Walker's ardent supporter in Kansas and 
Missouri. John Lawson of Colorado, John Moore of Ohio and 
William Mitch of Indiana were three other militant district 
officers who believed that Welker should be elected. Social- 
ists within the ranks of the UMWA also assisted the President 
of the IFL until White charged that these elements were trying 
to eapture the union through this eupport.”? 


of all these men was to prevent centralization of power in the 


The common goal 


WWA and to do this they had to defeat John P. White. 
In September, 1916, nominations for candidates were filed 
by local unions within the UMWA. White received 376 nominations 


from locals while Walker was nominated for the Presidency by 


329 locals. The small number of nominations, some 700 out 


of a possible 3000, did not seem to bother Walker, and he 


Weare sae 
F, M. McAlister to Walker, September 11, 1916, Walker Papers. 


25 File folder of correspondence on the 1916 election, Walker 
Papers. 

2 Clipping from the Cleveland Press, September 13, 1916, 
Walker Papers. 
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claimed that the large muber of locals which did support hin 
indicated that there was dissatisfaction regarding White's 
leadership. 

Although Walker recognized thet there was dissatisfaction, 
he did nothing to stimilate it by presenting election issues in 
a coneise and serious manner. Since the reform eleaents supporting 
Walker did not develop ea constructive platform either, Walker 
had no formulated goais to offer the rank and file as an 
alternative to White's past performance. As the election drew 
near he stressed White's lack of leadership ability, honesty, 
and sense of fair play, but this type of opposition to White 
was not enough and Walker lost the election by approximately 
9,000 votes.”! 

Inmediately after the election Walker filed a formal 
protest with the international tellers regarding certain voting 
procedures. He contended that many locals filed their votes 
in violation of the UMWA constitution and that a thorough 
investigation should be made.” He was supported by many of 
the men who sympathized with him before the election, but the 
tellers did not uphold the protest. 


In private correspondence, Walker went even further in his 


2 The official tally sheet of the national election for 1916 
may be found in the file folder of correspondence on the 
1916 election, Walker Papers. 


28 Copy of a petition sent to the tellers in Indianapolis 
protesting the 1916 UMWA election and proposing that a 
study of the voting procedures by made, Walker Papers. 
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charges. He stated that White deliberately manipulated enough 
votes to secure re-election, and he believed that White was so 
intoxicated with his own power that he was destroying the UMWA. 
He told Ben F. Morris of West Virginia that; 

I think an active campaign should be started to 

see that organizers are made to keep their places 

and do the work for which they were hired and paid 

for by the miners of this country; that ow journal 

should be made a medium of education and information, 

and should not be prostituted to secure the political 

ends of any self-seeker in our movement; that — 

autonomy be given to the local unions and the 

district organizations in the largest measure 

that it can be given to them,, ... 2 
This campaign to end increased centralization of power never 
beceme @ reality, since White resigned from office in October, 
1917. 

Before White left office, however, the issue of district 
autonomy in Colorado became the center of attention in UMWA 
affairs. In January, 1917, following a long controversy, the 
international Executive Board of the UMWA ordered that districts 
which were not financially self-sufficient should be placed 
under the control of the international office. The leaders 
of District 15, the state of Colorado, protested this action 


but their protests failea.2° 


29 Walker to Ben F. Morris, December 27, 1916, Walker Papers. 
On June 4, 1917, Walker wrote to John R. Dodds, stating; 
"I have sworn evidence to enough dishonesty now to make 
@ rather startling piece of information for our member- 
ship and if I can get but a few more pieces of positive 
and reliable evidence {of) dishonesty in the past election, 
I shall be able to upset it, and put our organization on 
an honest basis once more." Walker Papers. 


30 John R. Lawson to Walker, February 16, 1917, Walker Papers. 


w _ 


7 


Conese bodaluitheny Ylacdoredi io shad dade bededa al area aaa 

c0 sa of LM gedd foroniod ex nat gO iokOww: ssaose Ob wade | 
- st 

- vii eft gubyorsaeb aaw wi garkt voweg comp eit dior hodieod exciat 

tons atntst i? Bee to abwwedd .Y se Mov x 


os — oe Rist make grhioe oe verde e i 
a sendy gna ov Shey O88 Bet inggua dgact oe 
brow hye pet wee calt dakdw wt Aeow-edt ob’ Bsn ane 
igeciak, ., “tam dads aysdisee SLUG be syorba ecld ya sok 

' abiveuaetet bee notimorde te silt ones & Shaw ad buco 
Lestt ikon cA? stupes oF osdntkseoug wi Jean Biyorln bes . 
Pogo Aeomerea te Be sedesdRoe gus Ye atop 9 
aii nas gopds faonl gat oF sewage ad yrocedua end 

suueeey daeytel sid ae epokivilaagis gebudets - 
* oa 3 Riad at meeky Fhe sated we tit 


seven “eemnag She icmd tiene nineteen aaa oF yeaa: oat | 
crstode Bh soto mowk Pace teed ast aon ewhines 3 senoed 

= at | | Hee | ; 
aarernat 4 Sasa oie . tore 7 yeeetto ea. abba ereetboti 

ROU ae ane is se ae: nee oa onsood oszatet at <3 - 


asks creme: dete geet g | yur Lio? «a0 ona et «® ssinleens 


ejokeeek Sas borsk yam SRY ante ‘a rape ee hin Lest tact 


| ’ n 


SeoGay ot eta duokss ure Akea ives out son orew saise 
cxebelog sit + sors the Exo beset eal tS tasiaee it Situs 


oe eeeess, senate Bier Pay sedenseben ad 06 od 
seahdode WOO) eH McG aah odin ra 
we OF Woo nteagote lS ceumae oe. 
wininom yee OL sOldeane Ins rondo 
ayhte weimy 0 neogly ator veh a. 
eivonls gasq aie at Weeonuceny ; 
BO. eaigartiny 60 dug 209, i 
a sates i e “iy 


erage wcollel TEAL .2E coh i ot one 


, : ' 


Walker's reaction to the situation in Colorado was one 
of dismay and anger. He told his friend, Ben Morris, that 
White had always approved of the concept of district autonomy, 
and his action in this matter wes not only wrong, but contrary 
to everything thet he believed in prior to 1916.°* Further- 
more, Walker believed that White went “farther than any man 
who ever held the presidency in our organization, in inter- 
fering in the intemal affairs of the district organizations ,"34 
He was certain thet action opposing these decisions should be 
taken at the UMWA national convention of 1917, in order to end 
this type of interference, 

When White left office, Frank J, Hayes, Vice-president of 
the organization, became President. He appointed John 1. Lewis, 
international statistician for the UMWA, as his Vice-president. 
The appointment of the unknown Lewis angered Weiker ,33 who was 
certain that this action was an attempt to keep the national 
offices under the control of a small clique of men. As a result, 
when Walker was approached by Lewis in November, 1917, he stated 
that he definitely would not form an G@lliance with the new Vice- 


3% 


president. Walker was determined to become President of the 


‘Sa a car, 
3 Walker to Ben F. Morris, December 27, 1916, Walker Papers. 


3? Tia. 


33 Joha Brop ,4 cael 2 as (Madison: University of Wisconsin 
Press, 13 5 VF Be Late | (Hereafter cited as Brophy, A Miner's 


aoe Tom en to Walker, November 28, 1917, Walker Papers. This 
letter opened with the statement: "It has been suggested t< 
me by persons supposed to represent John Lewis, International 
Vice Pres. U.M.W. of A., that it might be weli for yoursely 
and Lewis to for: a sort of an alliance in connection with 
your probable candidacy for International President of the 
U.M.W. of A." 
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UMWA by the elective process. 

In early February, 1916, Walker notified a friend in 
Colorade that he was again going to be a candidate for President 
of the UMMA in the 1918 election.3? About the same time, he 
began looking for a possible rumning-mate who could defeat 
lewis, since he was now certain that it would not do any good 
to defeat Hayes and leave lewis in power. His first choice for 
the Vice-presidency was John Moore of Ohio, but Moore decided: in 
July, 1918, to remain in office as President of the Ohio district .2° 
Welker then called upon Thowas Kennedy, President of District 7, 
UMWA, to become a candidate, and Kennedy agreed.>! 

Walker received the same type of backing in 1910 as he had 
in the 1916 national election, except for the socialist vote in 
illinois which remained in the background. Alex Howat was his 
ardent supporter in Kansas and Missouri. William Mitch, in 
Indiana, openly supported Walker's election also. John Brophy 
gave Walker some support in Pennsylvania, while James Lord, Pres- 
ident of the AFL Mining Department and an old friend of Walker, 
campaigned for him around the country.2° 


Dusen, 
3 Welker to Ben Farrimond, February 7, 1915, Walker Papers. 


3© Walker to John Moore, July 18, 1918, Walker Papers. 
3t Clipping from the Standard-Sentinel, Hazelton, Pennsylvania, 


November 4, 1918. “Walker to Andrew Mattey, August 4, 1918, 
Walker Papers, 


38 gee file folders on the 1918 UMWA national election, Walker 
Papers. 
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Most of these men sincerely believed that Hayes and Lewis were 
unfit for the positions they held. 

In the 1915 national elections, Walker again chose to base 
his campaign on personal issues, In August, 1918, he received 
information from Panama, Illinois steting that William McDonald, 
a confidential associate of John L, lewis, had abscounded with 
funds from the Panama UMMA local union treasury.°” since Lewis 
came from Panama, Illinois, Walker was certein that this close 
association with corruption would harm Lewis' chances of being 
elected Vice-president. 

This optimisn was re-enforced in September, 1918, when 
Walker learned that the Panama, Illinois local union had 
nominated him and Kennedy to oppose Hayes and Lewis. Walker 
wrote to Kennedy stating: 

Local union #1475, Panama, Illinois nominated you 

for International Vice-President and me for Pres- 

ident. This is John L. lewis' home town and the 

Local Union in which he holds his meubership. It 

would not do any harm for you to give this some 

publicity. o 
Kennedy gave the item publicity, but Walker's hope that it 
would defeat lewis' standing with the renk and file was completely 
unrealistic. When the final vote was recorded by the tellers, 


Hayes and Lewis were elected by a huge majority.’ 


eo. 
John R. Schaeffer and Henry Meyer to Frank Farrington, September 
12, 1918, Walker Papers. This commmication lists in detail the 
funds missing according to the auditor's examination. The grand 
total was $3960.56. 
Walker to Thomas Kennedy, September 5, 1915, Walker Papers. 


1 qnonas Paskell to Walker, February 7, 1918, and the officiel 
election tally sent to Walker by the 1915 election tellers, 
Walker Papers. 
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Walkex immediately claimed that Hayes and lewls were 
fraudulsatly elected. He was certain this wes so because in 
the middle of December, 1918, he was unofficially declared 
President and received several congratulatory notes. Fuarther- 
more, the general concensus of opinion among his friends and 
supporters was that Walker had been elected because the rank 
end file understood he should have been elected President in 
1916." ne official decision of the tellers, therefore, vas 
a serious set-back for Walker and made him more certain that 
the national leaders were winning office by corrupt and un- 
scrupulous methods. 

As in 1916, Walser petitioned the tellers in early Jamary, 
1919, protesting the counting of the votes from certain local 
unions. He based this petition on the UMWA constitutional law 
vhich stated that officiel vote sutealatiena were due in the 
nations: office bye epecified date,"3 but the teliers refused 
to acknowledge his petition, stating that it was not received 
within the alloted ten day period after the election as the 
UMWA constitution provided. After this Walker had no choice 
but te accept the official decision, 

In March, 1919, Walker made one final protest over the 1918 
election. He wrote a bitter letter to the UMVA election officials 
objecting to the fact that the special journal on the election 


recorded him as receiving 68,507$ votes instead of 88,5075 and 


We Walker to John R. Schaffer, December 24, 1918, Walker Papers. 
This letter states: “Information late yesterday satisfies me 
I have carried Illinois by at least ten thousand majority. 
Understand the other side are getting petition signed to 
contest national election.” 


43 Walker to Thomas Haggerty, January 23, 1919, Walker Papers. 
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attributed this error to an attempt to further weaken bis image 
before the renk and file, ** 
Thomas Paskell, a friend of Lewis, who attributed the error to 
@ misunderstanding on the part of the publisher.” it will never 
be known which man wes correct, but the events which occurred 


Walker's letter wes answered by 


in early 1920 indicate that Lewis, who became acting President 
when Hayes took an extended leave of absence, did not want 
Walker involved in UMWA activities while he was President. 

Jobn lL, Lewis forced Walker out of UNMWA affeire by invoking 
& number of technicalities in the organization's constitution. 
In 1919, Welker was elected as a UMWA delegate to the 1920 AFL 
national convention, On March,26, 1920, Lewis wrote to Walker 
stating: 

In giving consideration to the quelificetions 

of delegates to represent the United Mine Workers 

of America in the approaching convention of the 

American Federabion of Labor, I find that you are 

not eligible to act es such. Constitutional pro- 

visions affecting this matter are such ss to dis- 

qualify you from serving in the aforementioned 

capacity, 
Walker angrily replied to Lewis" March 26, 1920 commmication 
on Merch 30, 1920, asking for a complete statement of facts 
regarding the cosntitutional provisions allowing Lewis to make 
such a decision, and pointing out that he had been a delegate 
te the AFL convention from District 12 for a number of years." 
lewis replied in early April, 1920. He cited three articles 
regarding qualifications of delegates as his basia for dis- 


Walker to the International Tellers, UMWA, 1916 national 
election, February 27, 1919, Walker Papers. 


4S qnomagiPaskell to Walker, March 15, 1919, Walker Pepers. 
John L. Lewis to Walker, March 26, 1920, Walker Papers. 
“7 Walker to John L. Lewis, March 30, 1920, Walker Papers. 
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quelifying Walxer."3 one of these articles, according to Walker, 
applied directly to him except in the narrowest sense of their 
meaning, Therefore, Walker petitioned ta have a hearing before 
the UMWA Executive Board"? and Lewis graated this vequest, stating, 
“I desire to say that you appeal from my decision will be made 

a matter for consideration by the Internstional Executive Board 
at Lt nexb’méeeting, the date of which will be fixed lster."7° 
Lewis kept his word, and in late July, 1920, the Executive Board 
upheld his decision after the AFL national convention had already 
peen held.?+ Brom the time of this decision in July, 1920 until 
March, 1930, when Walker became involved in the UMWA Reorganized, 
Lewis was eble to legally prevent Walker from having any official 
recognition in UMWA affairs. 

The move by iewis to disqualify Walker as a delegate from 
the UMWA to the AFL convention received the attention of several 
district leaders. In June, 1920, Walker received letters fron 
Henry Drennen, President of District 27, and G. W. Savage, 
Secretary-treasurer of District 6, expressing regret and dismay 
regarding Lewis’ action. Both men stated that they felt 


er 
lewis to Walker, April 5, 1920, Walker Papers. 


19 velker to Lewis, April 9, 1920, Walker Papers. 
9 tewis to Walker, April 12, 1920, Walker Papers. 


>1 walker to Alexender Howat, August 4, 1920, Walker Papers. 

The District 12 leaders attempted to influence the Executive 
Board of the IMGJA in Walker's favor. Frank Farrington cabled 
John Zimmerman, Executive Board member fron Illinois stating: 
“The men in this district are watching the Walker case with 
deep soncern and I am coavinced that a decision sustaining 
lewis' ruling will be decidedly displeasing to them." 
Yarrington to Zimuerman, July 21, 1920, Walker Papers. 
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Walker was dealt with unfair we Walker exnressed the same 
sentiments to John Zimmerman, International Executive Board 
member from District 12, in late August, 1920, when he stated: 


How President Lewis could permit Board member Ely to 

be elected an International officer while he was serving 
as president of the Montena Federation of Labor, ... 
and at the same time make a ruling of this kind in my 
own case, and at the same time claim to be honest and 
consistent or be governed by the laws of our organization 
or his obligations aa an officer, I cannot understand. 
How he could permit Ex-President John P. White to act 
as a delegate when he had resigned his official 
position in our union and took a job with a non- 

union powder manufacturing corporation and not let 

it impair his standing or rights to serve as a 

delegate to the American Federation of Labor 

convention, and at the same time make such a 

ruling in my case, is also beyond my comprehension. 53 


The meaning of Lewis’ action became clear to Walker in the 
following years. 

On three different occasions during the 1920's, Lewis pre- 
vented Walker from becoming officially involved in UMWA activities. 
In January, 1921, Lewis ruled that, Walker was not eligible to be 
a delegate from the UMWA to the AFL national convention.’ since 
the precedent was set by the UMWA Executive Board, Walker had no 
choice but to abide by the decision. In November, 1926, a similar 
situation occurred. On this occasion, Walker received notification 


that he was nomineted as a delegate from the UMWA to the 1927 


Be Henry Drennan to Walker, June 1, 1920; G. W. Savage to 
Walker, May 25, 1920, Walker Papers. 


33 Walker to John Zimmerman, August 25, 1920, Walker Papers. 
Walker blamed Zimmerman for the action of the Executive 
Board. He told Robert Harlin that, "I am satisfied if our 
own Board Member in this state would have stood right, 

I would have beaten Lewis by almost unanimous vote." Walker 
to Robert Harlin, August 4, 1920, Walker Papers. 


54 Walker to Prank Farrington, January 19, 1921, Walker Papers. 
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convention, and accepted the nomination by letter. When the 
official ballots were handed out, however, Walker's name was 
not listed. He vrote to Secretary~treasurer Thomas Kennedy 
inquiring about this, and found that the 1920 ruling wes still 
in forces?” lewis did not forget his enemies. In 1926, Walker 
was again informed that he could not participate in UMWA affairs. 
When @ grass-roots movement in Illinois nominated him to run 
against Lewis, the miners’ President declared that Walker was 
inelagible,?© ana ended his chances of making 2 fourth campaign 
for the Presidency. 

The curtailment of Walker's influence within the UMWA 
did not prevent him from becoming involved in controversies 
which developed during the 1920's. In the 1920 UMWA national 
election, Walker was in the thick of the fighting, opposing 
Lewis at every opportunity. lewis’ opponent in this election 
was Robert Harlin, President of the Washington District, while 
Alex Howat ran against Lewia' Vice-president, Phillip Murray. 
Walker campaigned for Harlin and Howat throughout Illinois in 
the fall of 1920. To aid Lewis' opponents, he published the 
complete correspondence between Lewis and himself, regarding 


Lewis’ decision to prevent him from being a delegate to the AFL 


5D Walker to Thomas Kennedy, November 27, 1926; Thomas Kennedy 
5 to Walker, November 30, 1926, Walker Papers. 
5 


Walker received nominations or inquiries regarding the 
possibility of his candidacy from Pana, Terre Heute, 
Harrisburg, Collinsville, Sawyerville, Centralia, 

Benton, Wilsonville, and Galesburg. He then wrote to 
lewis inquiring about his status, end wes told he was 
ineligible to run for office, Walker to lewis, August 
10, 1928; Lewis to Walker, August 16, 1928, Walker Papers. 


aa i 
~~ a 


ite mah? sepa s AC yet mediate: ct to besgooge fps _ cicahst 7 
ger goon eB’ steal. “oerawed . cue Debwad eterdeéiad some 
baie seit wigs aetna od BON Ot beop Le ted 
Loum ee recilare OBL eid aly — hata SRT HCN. pabesagall: 
‘sanieW  GS00 32 selmane ws d: sepeinh: one Canela sativa 5S rags nt 
sREteE ie AMR gb oda tokduag Ton elaos: basil Seal henrsobeast EGS | Cow 
nut oo ribet Doesbases nr Brome th wi dxsteerscu: eiuraanneey & sodd 
sey tedled worst brsafloes - teh eget, mister ould ,aras dasiage 
naheqgune dai. so gles to sic woe Sobuis Sass te obsthy bleak 
| J yp ahebbedet att oot 
AWG Och? sdd3 ie odmeualial at tedliae ta deowl pedog ach 
naterarediars si beviever eulnmeced wax? ord Seovern sou bib 
Lanoiden AWMO WSOL edd oT .2'OSOL ant salah hegeleved dodde 
yateogae .galienl et? io deidv edd oi ate xeelfaw .sotsoale 
gOidosie eind ot duenoggy tatwad:  wedinatuaggn peeve te etval 
aii goliedl sotyatdasy eft to dusbtasct ,ciilveR duedoii oaw ao 
sYeTI GhLLids Seeblastq.an2V "elwadl ventone me Souk ata 
ne ehOooklih duatavesds Sowa tine alive Lot hemghaqune Tele 
‘odd bedelievg of |. atemoogo ‘abwad bie oF oat 30 Lie® eds 


quliviages ,Teaaisg hon 2fwal apes sussbepesertes SUELO 
JHA edt cd. seagerep f aiked sovk ahd Jeeveng ot wotaiosk |) adwal 


& ; i) 7 
Neer | 


ebecu bitiniaed L2OE gM <odemok ,ybonEat wewaitl OF ORL ae 
: » Srenjott new Gow SRL QE atadares 7 ok cela! ot : 


iy urboesee: apie hepe wo axomaslniad Sevtenen mall 
RS) oe {Ano mOvk yosbibes, gar ‘0 ut td 
gailevtce®  siibvse wad paiiiivamhised prides 
hd ehorw wecd eR .atedanmlap wee at Crveoat iw #0 
caw ot ied aa7 bao gudada abel duane piel 
aad, — od sagas HOLM WIL aners om elely 
9 Reseed, seule ee ae RaQ ROAM! Ov Bie Oa 


56 


ecoavention, in the Belleville Labor Review.’! By November, 1920, 
Walker was certain that Lewis and Murray were finished. The 
strength of the national officers was greater than Walker 
anticipated, however, and Harlin and Howat were defeated. 
Walker was certain that the election returns were tampered 
with, but he could not produce any evidence. 

Almost at once Lewis began to wield his power within the 
union in order to centralize the influence of the national 
officers. In July, 1921, Lewis informed Howat and the other 
district officers in Kansas that they should comply with the 
1920 Kansas Industrial Court Law which prohibited strikes, even 
though they did not agree with it.°° He also warned the Kansas 
district leaders that coal miners on strike at the Dean and 
Reliance strip mines mist be sent back to work. When Howat 
refused to follow these orders, cleiming Lewis had no right 
to interfere in the internal matters of 4 district, lewis 
referred the matter to the Executive Board which made a study 
of the problem and then recommended that District 14 affairs 
be turned over to the international office.?? Lewis decided, 
however, to bring the matter up in the UMWA national convention, 
meeting in September 1921, in order to justify his position. 

At the national convention Howat's supporters, including 


Walker, argued for a reversal of the board's recommendation. 


WP sai, 

9T copy of the Belleville Labor Review, November 23, 1920, p. 4, 
Walker Papers. 
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Alex Howat to Walker, July 19, 1921, Walker Papers. 


99 sypewritten copy, UMWA, Proceedings, 1921, p. 151, Walker 
Papers. 
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Walker claimed that such action would be an admission that the 
leaders of the union could not agree among themselves regarding 
the action to be taken toward the Kansas Industrial Law. He 

also claimed that Lewis' charge that Howat vas continually 
ealling strikes in violation of the contracts with the Kansas 
operators was inaccurate, and pointed out that many of the to- 
called strikes were actually mines closing down because of 
financial failure.°° Frank Farrington, President of District 

12, argued along the seme lines, stating it was not Howat who 
first broke the contracts but the Kansas operators. These 
operators, according to Farrington, violated the contracts by 
siding with Governor Allen of Kansas in his passage of the law, 
thus causing conditions to change in spite of contract agreements, 
that neither party would instigate changes while the contract was 
ia teneos”? A third Howat supporter pointed out that Howat was 

a great leader and the UMWA could not afford to dismiss him. Ue 
stated, “Howat was one of the men who helped to organize the 
Southwest. He went to the front and fought, not only with all 
the mental skill he had but also with his fists . . .."°? me 
appeals of these men and others were brushed aside by the nationsl 


officers and the Executive Board's decision was uphe1a.93 


Te ox ee , 
Typewritten copy, UMWA, Proceedings, 1921, p. 33, Walker 
Papers. 


61 mia., p. 17. 
Ibid., p. 9. 


©3 ia., p. 92. 
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Less than a month after the convention, on October 1, 1921, 
the officers of District 15, convicted of violating the Kansas 


Industrial Court Law, were imprigenea.°* 


On the same day the 
miners in District 14 went on strike as a means of protesting 
this action.°> ‘This was the chance for which Lewis had been 
waiting, On October 21, 1921 he suspended the district's 
anarten,°° and from October to January, 1922, the four months’ 
that the strike lested, he sent international organizers to 
establish his own control. Howat and the other district 
officers watched helplessly as their power was taken away. 

The men who supported Howat at the 1921 UMWA convention 
expetiensed the same sense of helplessness during these months. 
In November, 1921, Walker went to Washington D. C. to see 
Samel Gompers, President of the American Federation of Labor, 
regarding Howat's situation. When he returned from the inter- 
view he informed Howat by letter that Gompers was sympathetic 
toward the district President, but he would not interfere 
publicly because Levis might bolt the AFL.°’ ilo strength could 
be counted on from this area, therefore, and Walker was certain 
that the fight would have to be waged from within. the UMWA. 
Throughout the winter and spring of 1922, he went on campaigning 
for @ fair settlement of the problem, arousing enthusiasm for 


Howat among other dissident groups, debating Lewis’ organizers 


oh IFL News letter, December 24, 1921, p. 5. 
65 thid., p. 5. 
Ibid., p. 5. 
T Walker to Alex Howat, November 3, 1921, Walker Papers. 
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who attempted to gain control of District 14, and raising money 
for the striking coal ainere.©9 In the end, these efforts were 
of no avail. By May, 1922, the Kansas district was governed by 
Lewis' men, and the opposition was coupletely defeated. 

After the expulsion of Howat from District 14, Lewis’ 
major opponents were the more radical elements within the UMWA. 
Radicals of various shades began to exercise some influence 
because the recurrent disputes between the districts and national 
leaders over the desparate state of the coal industry made it 
possible to inject larger political issues into the econonie 
struggles of the UMWA. Thus, the Commnist Party led by 
William Foster, the Progressive International Comaittee (PIC) 
led by Mike Halapy and Thomas Myerscough, and the "Save the 
Union Committee" of John Brophy all fought Lewis and each other 
for control of the umwA.!° mone of these groups found any way 
of coping with Lewis’ counter-strategy, which was simply to 
expel his opponents. 

Walker's reaction to this new trend of opposition was, at 
first, to encourage such a development. He was active within 
the group which formed the nucleus for the PIC as early as 
October, 1920. In Hovember, 1920 he attended a convention of 


the Progressive miners and in Mareh, 192) he distributed some 


OB At one point Walker was attacked in a circular addressed to 
the Kansas miners, and pictured as a radical who had to fight 
for every cause, & person who simply had political ambitions 
end wanted to live off the trade union movement. Circular, 
Hovember 23, 1921, Walker Papers. 


©9 gonn steele to Walker, April’5, 1922, Welker Papers. 


TO Irving Howe and lewis Coser, The American Communist Part 
(Hew York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1962), pp. 203-000. (Here- 
after cited as Howe and Coser, The American Commmist Party.) 
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literature on nationalization of the coal mines sent to him by 
Brophy. > He continued these activities for wore than a year. 
In early 1923, however, Walker realized that the Pic was being 
infiltrated by the conmmmists, and withdrew his support from the 
group. He did not truet the commnists and did not want to be 
identifieé with this wing of the opposition to Lewis. In the 
1924 UMWA election, the PIC ran George Voyzey, a commmist miner 
from Illinois.!@ valker did not campaign for Voyzey at all. In 
the 1926 UMWA election, John Brophy ran against Lewis and organized 
a "Save the Union Committee” with branches in many mining towns. 
Welker would not participate in this campaign either, 3 

‘Because of this inactivity on Walker's part one observer 
believed that Walker vekinguished his role an the WaAvcntirely, '* 
put this was not the case at all. He merely refused to become 
involved with the radicals, and waited for a better opportunity 
to oppose Lewis. The opportunity cane in 1929 whea the UMWA 


President threatened to usurp the autonomy of District 12. 


(1 Mike Halapy to Walker, October 20, 1920; Walker to Halapy, 
October 20, 1920; John Brophy to Walker, March 7, 1921, 
Walker Papers. 


12 yowe and Coser, The American Commnist Party, pps 263-266. 


13 tid., pp. 263-266. The best indication of the lack of 
ieipation on Walker's part comes fron his correspondence; 
he told a friend in Novewber, 1926 that he was not active 
in the Brophy campaign. Walker to Charles Krallman, 
Hovember 8, 1926, Walker Papers. 


La David Thoreau Wieck, A Study in Centralization, p. 468. 
Wieck states: "Walker had bueied himseit with the Illinois 
State Federation of Labor, and concerned himself with the 
United Mine Workers only to emit periodical protests ageinst 
being ruled off the international ballot as candidate for 
delegate to:the American Federation of Labor." 
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in early 1929, a controversy regarding financial matters 
developed in sub-district 9 of District 12,9 whieh Lewis 
recognized as a perfect excuse for eliminating the autonony 
of the one district which he was not able to effectively con- 
trol. In March, 1929, therefore, he ordered the sub«district 
officials to report to the UMWA headquarters in Indianapolis, 
and discuss the matter.’ ne officials refused, stating that 
the district could take care of ite ow affairs. In May, 1929, 
levis again ordered the sub-district leaders to appear and 
explain the situation; again they refused. On October 155 
1929, therefore, Lewis revoked the charter of District 12 
and set up a provisional government, removing Harry Fishwick, 
President of the district from office because he Supported the 
sub-district officiels.’’ this action caused the local UMWA 
leaders and Walker to begin to consider ways of establishing 
@ new group of national officers, / 

in early December, 1929, Walker told a friend that he was 
certain Lewis could not be defeated for President of the UMWA 
in an election.’? qhe only possible way to unseat the miners' 


7S ous wane. 
? The Illinois Miner, August 17, 1929, pp. 1-2. 


Ibid., October 26, 1929, p. 1. 
7 Ibid., October 26, 1929, p. l. 


Walker to V. R. Tompkins, October 26, 1929, Walker Papers. 
This letter states that there was a movement underway in 
Illinois to oppose Lewis and save the wion, 


9 Walker to Alfred Broad, Deceuber 16, 1929, Walker Papers. 
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President was to create = new set of netional officers through 
convention action. Walker, and other dissident members of the 
UMWA, felt this might work legally since the UMWA constitution 
hed expired on March 30, 1929, and the union was not governed 
by any official laws. On February 15, 1930, therefore, a group 
of Lewis' bitter enemies held a “state of the union” meeting 

in Chicago, Illinois and called for a convention to reconstitute 


the organization. 


The convention call, in the form of a 
resolution, alleged that it was the right of the rank and file 
to hold such @ convention since the constitution had expired. 
It designated Springfield, Illinois as the meeting place, and 
set the date for March 10, 1930. The election of new officers, 
according to the resolution, was to be one of the major itens 
of business.°2 

lewis, realizing that the Springfield convention threatened 
his position, also called a convention for March 10, 1930, in 
Indianapolis and the race for the name began. Each faction was 
convinced that the first to hold its convention would thereby 
gain the legal right to call itself the United Mine Workers of 
America. The reformers won the race. At Springfield, on March 


10, 450 delegates adopted the parts of their proposed constitution 


o Irving Bernstein, The Lean Years; A History of the American 
rEg att 


Worker 1920-1933 Boston: Houghton > 1960), Pe 
(Hereaiter cited as Bernstein, The Lean Years.) : 


6. see Appendix B for the complete text of the resolution 


calling this convention. 
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deeling with name and jurisdiction exactly forty minutes before 
the Indianapolis convention extended the expired UMWA constitution. 
"Each faction now had e paper basis for claiming to be the UMWA. u82 
This basis was not enough to insure success for the Reorganized, 
however, for the problems it faced were overwhelming, 

The first problem of the Reorganized was to establish a 
positive weeeven of leadership. This the convention failed to 
accomplish. "The economic program . . . would have done nothing 
to improve the conditions of the coal miner."93 As it finally 
stood, it merely consisted of charges that Lewis was personally 
responsible for the ills of the industry and "vacuously called 
for seales negotiated ‘on the sound competitive basis so ably 
announced . . » by John Mitche11'!94 

The second problem facing the Reorganized was the lack of 
a@ broad base of support. The largest number of delegates to the 
Springficld convention came from Illinois, while other districts 


85 


were either barely represented or not present at all. The 


Reorganized faced an economic crisis from the beginning, therefore, 
because it had no funds to organize miners. 
A third problem of the Reorganized at the Springfield 


convention was a lack of control. In the opening session, the 


Bernstein, The Lean Years, p. 368. 
83 Ibid., p. 369. 
Ibid., p. 369. 


3 Proceedings of the National Convention, UMWA Reorganized, 
March Tot » 1930, pp. 11-21. (Hereafter cited as UMWA 
Reorganized, Proceedings, 1930.) 
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convention degenerated into democratic license, and Harry 
Fishwick, who began as temporary chairman, was hooted from 
the platform. Alex Howat, always popular with the miners, 
was installed in his place. The delegates then insisted that 
comaittees should be elected rather than appointed, causing 
further controversies when personalities clashed. Two days 
were spent in debate over the seating of Frank Parrington, 


&& This 


past President of District 12 and enemy of Lewis. 
cost the Reorganized money and gave lewis an additional issue 
to dwell upon when he eriticized the Reorganized. The lack 
of control carried over into a struggle over the slate of 
officers for the Reorganized. The signers of the convention 
eall had agreed that Walker should be President and that Howat 
should be Vice-president. This plan was upset by Oscar Arminger 
who threw his weight behind Howat because Walker would not agree 
to allow the Illinois Miner, which Arminger edited, to remain 
veing printed outside the state.’ Howat won and later did not 
effectively carry out his duties. Walker was elected Secretary-~ 
treasurer of the Reorgenized, but this position was not as 
powerful as the Presidency, and Walker was unable to determine 
policies. From the beginning, therefore, the organization 
suffered from a lack of leadership. 

Finally, the Reorganized was faced with the problem of John 


L. lewis, who had no interest in peace. Controlling the 


86 UWA Reorganized, Proceedings, 1930, pp. 22-29. 
87 Bernstein, The lean Years, p. 369. 
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Indianapolis assemblage, Lewis had the delegates authorize hin 
to revoke the charter of District 14, thereby unseating Howat 

and his Kansas followers. Twenty leaders of the Reorganized, 
including Walker, were ordered to appear before the Executive 
Board of the UMWA to show cause why they should not be expelled 
from membership. “Most important in the long run, the convention 
adopted a coustitutional amendment empowering the president at 
his discretion and without limit as to time to revoke the charters 
of and establish provisional governments for districts, sub- 
districts, and local unions ."9 In this way, the UMWA becane 

& constitutional dictatorship with Lewis the dictator. 

The numérous problems facing the UMWA Reorganized resulted 
in its collapse inside of a year. The lack of any guidelines 
for economic policies resulted in mine owners ignoring the 
Reorganized or opposing it as a mere radical organization. The’ 
failure of the Reorganized to obtain @ broad base of support 
resulted in a financial crisis whea Lewis invaded Illinois, 
"sopping up its limited resources of manpower and moneys 
Howat's inability to provide effective leadership for the 
organization resulted in = loss of initiative, and by the 
sumser of 1930, it was clear that Lewis had the upper hand.7? 

The final blow to the UMWA Reorganized came in late 


February, 1931, and was struck by Judge Harry Edwerds of the Lee 


8S pernstein, The lean Years, p. 370. 
89 tia., p. 372. 
9 toid., ps 372. 
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County Cireuit Court at Dixon, Illinois. His decree restored 
the UMWA to the status that existed before October 15, 1929. 
The Lewis order of that date, revoking the charter of District 
12 was rescinded and the officers of District 12 were restored 
to office until April 1, 1931.. But the decree also declared 
lewis the official President of the union, and the UMWA consti- 
tution the official document. The constitution adapted by the 
Springfield convention vas not the legal document of the UMWA, 
therefore, and the Reorganized was legelly deaa.7* 

The person to suffer most from the events taking place in 
1931 was not Lewis, but Walker, Even before the Springfield 
eonvention, Lewis had asked Green to memove Walker as Pres- 
ident of the IFL. Since the two old miners were friends, this 
was a painful task. On March 6, 1930, however, Green demanded an 
emplanation of Walker's participation in the Springfield con- 
vention call. Walker replied that he had acted as a mine union 
member rather than as an official of the IFL, in an effort ts 
save the UMNA. Green refused to accept this explanation and 
on March 20, 1930, insisted that Walker resign. The Executive 
Council of the AFL confirmed this decision, so on April 9, 1930, 
Walker submitted his soniguahlen in @ bitter nine page ietter. 
fo be doubly sure, however, that Walker remained out of the IFL, 
Green instructed Victor Olander, secretary of the Federation, 
that no one from the Reorganized —_ to be seated at the 1930 


IFL convention, and he notified Walker in October that he would 


91 The Illinois Miner, February 21, 1931, p. 1. 
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not be allowed to attend the AFL convention.” yalker’s influence 
in Illinois labor was virtually at a standstill. 

The loss of the Presidency of the IFL and the meertainty 
of the new post as Secretary of the UMWA Reorganized prompted 
Walker to run for President of District 12 in the fall of 1930 
after Harry Fishwick announced that he would not be a candidate. 
He won election and when Judge Edwards restored the District 12 
charter Walker automatically moved to the Presidency on April i, 
1931.7 For @ year there was an uneasy truce in Illinois. 
Walker and lewis eyed each other suspiciously, waiting for an 
excuse to oppose each other. The chance came with the expiration 
of the contract between District 12 and the Illinois Cosl 
Operators’ Association, (ICOA), on April 1, 1932. 

The ICOA, determined to lower the wage scale, dewanded a 
30 per cent cut in the $6.00 daily base rate. Walker refused, 
and in the absence of a contract a walk-out of 50,000 miners 
commenced. For three months the strike wore on without success, 
then Lewis stepped in and demanded that Walker make concessions. 
The President of District 12 reluctantly ooneeded and on July 8, 
1932, initiated an agreement providing for a $5.00 day under- 
ground and a reduction in the rate of those working above ground 
fron $8.0h to $5.70.9% But Walker had seriously underestimated 
the militancy of his membership. On July 16, 1932, the Illinois 
miners, particularly in southern Illinois, rejected the contract 


52 Bernstein, The Lean Years, pp. 370-371. 
93 me Illinois Miner, March 7, 1931, p. 4. 
Bernstein, The Lean Years, p- 373- 
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ia yeferendun by @ margin of four to one.7? The strike continued 
and Lewis took over the Tilinois negotiations. 

Late in July, 1932, with the friendly intervention of 
Governor Gansrson, Lewis renegotiated an agreement. while there 
were a few minor improvements, the wage vabes were the same. 
Again the miners indleated they would not accept auch a contracts, 
The referendum took place on August 6, 1932, and the first 
returns from about 100 locals the next dey showed a heavy 
majority in favor of repudiation. On August 10, 1932, the 
ballots vere stolen.” 

lewis, conveniently ignoring the fact that duplicate 

tellies were av@ilable at the locals, immediately 

proclaimed a state of emergeacy within District i2. 

Because of the alleged stealing of the balicte he 

would have to act in the best interests of the 

union. That seme day, August 10, he pronounced 

the agreement retified and signed with the pro- 

aucers. 97 

The effect of this action was immediate and violest 
Tareughout many parts of Lilinois men fought one another over 
the wages and the right to retumm to work. The militant faction 
vithin District 12 wanted to remain om strike in spite of the 
agreement; less ascreesive ainers wanted money to fead their 
femilies. Welker was caught between these two groups. 

Throughout 1932 Walker attempted to steer a niddle course. 
He condemned the actions of Lewis ang his gang, but he adaconished 
the militents when they forwad @ dual union «= the Progressive 


% The Illinois Miner, July 23, 1932, p. 1. 
98 Ramnstein, The Lean Years, Be 374. 
9F rpid., ps 37% 
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Miners of Anexiea «= and broke with the UMJA. Hs refusal to 
support; elither faction fiually cost him the Presidency, Although 
he vas re-elected in the winter of 1932, in February, 1933, the 
District 12 Kxseutive Board asked Lewis to establigh « provisional 
government in Tllinede because of the chaos and financial wealmess 
of the district. "The International wion assuned the District's 
financial obligation of $225,000 and levis nawed Willian J. Sneed 
provisional President to succeed Walker."% te thereby smffed 
out autonomy in the most important bituminous district in the 
nation aad eliminated Jom B. Walker's in‘‘luence in the WHA. 


Bernstein, The igan Years, PP. 376-377. 


ee Lamwties AR AMET orld ee aiid aot ee soboeet We apd 
toedith w“yeseldawi wit ail teas ple one cee ods OTR 
ait J EBR . ree wt SEE “Do wamiadw ocd” Ae Degen lpeae mane ox) 
lacey & onl. dadae of Sheet, Galak ers ovlaecm Tf gotadaeh 
Bee ALAS Bo ete ele apainoed ehh 2 ceeanunag 
3 sina Oks MA LN bess Pi sess whe” «= gp WORE Ot hm 
Ins ob made oomee Groot “bos GOO.ERRA 24 sso AERA, 
ies aunts -gslercses ae. Ss oynt bese EABORRS at fh Sout Be om seme cord 
alt 2 aheke ema ieetd rode Jace att wl yanctos aye 


aS att oo. eet at cet ial JW sted: Pedendtie Bet mates 


i 
i 
' eo 
af 
4 i j 4 
— # 
i abt By ; 
, } 
4 i 
; 
‘ 
' 
‘ 
: 


A STE-OTE ced Ree iat gt cohadeerent * 


CHAPTER IV 


SERVING THE ILLINOIS STATE FEDERATION 
OF LABOR: 1913-1930 


John H. Walker viewed his reform activities es only 
one of his functions in organized labor. He also had a 
sincere desire to better the status of all working men, 
and to cerry out the programs and objectives of organized 
labor. From 1913 to 1930, with the exception of 1919, 
he was able to partially fulfill this desire through his 
position as President of the Illinois State Federation of 
Labor, (IFL). 

Walker's major responsibilities as President of the 
IFL incompassed 2 broader spectrum of activities than his 
role in District 12 of the United Mine Workers of America, 
(UMWA). He was charged with co-ordinating and leading the 
organizational work of the various independent state unions. 
He felt it was his duty to bring the message of labor to society-~ 
at-large, and to increase the ways and means of comniceting 
with non-union people. He also believed it was his task 
to educate laboring people regarding union principles and to 
inform them of their rights and duties es American citizens.+ 
Finally, he was to serve the economic interests of trade wnion- 


ists whenever possible. Since the IFL was as strong and vital 


1 staley, IFL, pp. 1-2. 
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link in the Illinois labor movement when Walker assumed the 
Pres&dency in 1913, his four major tasks were not as difficult 
as one might suspect. 

The IFL, however, had not always been the powerful 
orgenization that Walker took control of in 1913. Its 
history followed the ups and downs of organized labor at 
all levels, end on more than one oceasion it suffered from 
internal weaknesses and external pressures. 

Originally known ag the Illinois State Labor Association, 
the IFL was formed in 1885, one year after sixty-one delegates 
from various trade unions met in Chicago, Illinois to promote 
such an organization. In 1888, the organization affiliated 
with the infant American Federation of Labor, (AFL), revised 
its constitution, and changed its name.3 These actions were 
insignificant at the time, because the growth of the IFL was 
very slow. 

The major problems facing the IFL in the 1800's were 
internal politics end a lack of leadership. Although the 
federation played a part in electing Governor John T. Altgeld, 
it was dominated mostly by self-seeking men who cared little 
about the strength or image of the cigeun mens.” Willian 
C. Pomeroy's name was most widely associated with these 
activities, and he was finelly expelled from the IFL by the 
American Federation of Labor. The socialists, single-taxers, 
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“ Staley, 2 pe 47. 
3 Ioid., Pe . 
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sna other groups also caused interns). problew.? It was not 
witil the turn of the century that the IML vegan to make any 
significant gains within the state, 

Daring the first twelve years of the tuentieth-centary 
tse IL became a power in the labor movement in Illinois, 
The organization's membership was incressed bringing about 
& pronounced improvewent in the financial condition of the 
federation, During this tise, officiale of the orgonivaticn 
began to act os fulletime representatives of organized labor 
in ILiineis, Factiouslign snd corruption vere ales eliminated 
fvon the IPL, avi it began to achieve some of ite goals.4 

In 1913, when Walker entered office, he declared that one 
of his firet goals vould be to increase the membership of the 
IFL through orgariving activities, During his first year in 
office, be sent out circulars and spoke to local unioas 
urging them to join the IfL. In Witt, Illinois, he helped 
to bring warring factions of the teaasters local together, 
and in Rersieburg, Zillsboro, and Chicago, Illinois he 
ausieted local unions in obtaining agreements with ewployers.! 

During the same period, Walker urged the formation of 
city centrel bodies exd trades and labor coumeils throughout 
Tllinois., At Centon, Royalton, Hillsboro, and Harrisburg, 
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Illinois, he helped to organize elty central belles and locals 
of independent labor watons.° At Weatville, where he lived, 
WalWer helped to fort the Westville Trades and Labor Council 
in eerly 1915. After the Camell was formed it perforasd 
such duties as creating a retail clerk's: union, oppowing the 
selling of non-union bread in the town, and organizing the 
tou bekery. One of the Council's officials stated, “we 
inten? te have every man and woman in Vertville who vorks 
for a Living, cexvylng & union card, "9 

“In mmny areas around the state Walker offered a helping 
hand in order to gain the confidence and friendship of 
laboring people, In the fall of 1935, he took an sctive hand 
in, the Chicago Teachers’ union problem, and helped to prevent 
its destruction, The Chicago School Board, by a vote of elaven 
to nine, had adaphed » resolution denying teachers the right 
to waintedn an American Federation of Teachers’ local. on 
‘Geptesber 8, 1915,  mase meeting was held to protest the 
veaobution, Walker, John Fitepatrick, President of the 
Chivago Federation of Labor, ada Seis) Gonpete wailé’ aneng 
those vio made epseches.42 Later in the yoar, when the mayor 
of Chicago, Wiliicn EH. Thaspgon, became involved in the 
dispute, the IFL requested all ateilisted ustons to write 
the mayor protesting the axti-union resolution. Mearly 300 
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letters arrived on Thompson's desk." Eventually, the Board 
rescinded its resolution. 

In December, 1915, Walker attended an organizational 
meeting for a teachers’ union in Peru, Illinois, speaking 
on the benefits of = teachers’ union and illustrating his 
talk with examples from the 1897 coal strikes? 

The result of such activities was a tremendous growth 
in the membership of the Illinois Federation of Labor 
by 1916. Between December, 1915 and February, 1916 alone, 
seventy-one local unions joined the organization making it 
the largest of its kind in the United Gunnneet” Still, Walker 
was not satisfied, and the IFL Weekly News Letter told the 
working people of Illinois thet the federation's “full strength 
will not have been reached until every eligible local union in 
Illinois has become affiliatea.") The. fact that the LIFL 
a@oubled its entire membership pleased valker, 1° but it did not 
deter him from continuing to press for greater strength through 
organizing activities. 

In the Merch 18, 1916 issue of the IFL Weekly News Letter, 
Walker pointed out that the opportunity for the working people 
to become strongly eaten was excellent. He told trade 


unionists that they should demand shorter hours, an increase 


22 we ee | 
TEL Hews letter, December . 1915, p. l. 


13 Teid., December 24, 1915, p. 3. 
Ls Ibid., February 5, 1916, p. 1. 
Y -TBia., p. 2. 
District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1916, p. hod. 
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in pay, Saturdays as half-day working days, and the establishment 
of the safest and most healthful conditions in industry. He 
went on to say that, "The organized workers should insist on 
these things. Getting them will mean giving the strongest kind 
of incentive to the unorganized to come into our ranks, .,.."1! 
Whea the United States entered World War I in 1917, 
Walker recognized that some enemies of organized labor might 
attempt to use the war as an exeuse for curtailing the growth 
of the 7 Because of Walker's war efforts, however, the 
I¥L coatinued to grow until the depression era after the war, 
when the labor movement throughout the country received a set- 
back. For a brief period in the early 1920's the federation 
suffered a decline in membership, but quickly made up this loss 
and by 1927 topped its previous record high of 193,000 members. 1? 
Walker approached the problem of organizational work, with 
all of its ramifications, from another aspect. He understood 
that labor needed to educate the general public regarding its 
economic policies, ites legislative goals, and its political 
beliefs, and he felt an increased dissemination of this type 
of information would make the organizational tasks of the trade 
unions less difficult, possibly bringing about a better under- 
standing between labor and the general public. He began to work 


on this problem almost as soon as he took office. 


IT TPL Neve letter, March 18, 1916, p. 1. 
Lo Ibid., April 6, 1918, Pe 3. 
19 staley, IFL, p. 315. 
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fhe first task was to establish an official publication for 
the IFL which would keep the entire membership informed of labor 
activities around the state. When Victor A. Olander, Secretary 
of the IFL, suggested a weekly newspaper Walker agreed, aad the 
I¥L began mailing such a letter to every iocal ia the state, 
whether it was affiliated with the IFL or not.“° This news-sheet 
rapidly grew from a one page printed circular to a four page 
paper, and a subscription rate had to be set up. There were 
2,500 subscribers around the state by 1921, when the IFL 
dyvopped the subscription basis and took the cost of the paper 
out of the general fund in order to reach all of the affiliated 
locals. As late as 1925, the Illinois State Federation of 
Labor was the only organization of its kind which furnished 
@ weekly information service of this type." 

Walker was not content with the success of the IFL Weekly 
Hews letter, however, and wanted to help establish an adequave 
number of independent labor newspapers which could print 
labor's view on issues. He continually called for support of 
this type of newspaper fron laboring people around the state, 


therefore, and always asked the delegates at the IfL conventious 


20 Staley, IFL, p. 329. In referriag to the IPL News letter at 
the District 12, UMWA, Convention in 1916, Walker told the 
delegates; “It is true that it is not a very large paper, 
but it reaches, to the extent of one or two or three copies, 
every local union in the state of Illinois, not imiy those 
thet are in the State Federation but the organizations that 
are unaffiliated as well, And while it may scem from a 
financial point of view to be hardly fair to send the news- 
paper to the local unions that do not subseribe for it, I 
attribute mich of the sentiment thet has resulted in 
orgenizetions coming into the Stete Federation to the 
information that has been disseminated through that 
Newsletter, ee aa District 2, UMWA, Proceedings, 

1916 >» De 405. 
Gl gtaley, IL, ps 329. 
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to urge the members of their locals to support local lebor 
papers. 

In 1923 the concern over the establisiment of labor 
newspapers developed into a debate among the IVL Executive 
Board Members. Some of these members were in favor of 
establishing a state dally newspaper, while others, including 
Walker, were still convinced that the IFL should simply en- 
courage the creation of local labor papers. The opinion of 
the President carried, and the Soard endorsed the latter policy. 
This was unfortunate, for there were many problems plaguing 
these small labor newspapers. 

Por one thing, most of these newspapers printed “old” 
news which wes neither interesting nor informative except to 
a@ narrow audience. This was because the papers were weeklies 
rather than dailies. In addition, the subscription rate for 
these papers was relatively high beeause the circulation was 
email and the cost of printing expensive. Advertizing did not 
help to pay these costs, since labor papers would not accept 
eévertisments for non-union goods or businesses. There was 8 
shortege of advertizers also because the papers did not reach 
a wide sudience “3 

As late as 1927, it was admitted that the problem of 
establishing an independent labor press wes not solved, and 
attempts were mate to study the situation."' welker wrote to 


ae IFL, Proceedings, 1924, pp. 399-406. 

23 staley, iFL, yp. 338. 

a4 Forty-fifth Annual Convention Proceedings, IFL, 
September 12-18, 1927, East St. Louis, Illinois, p. 119. 
(Hereafter cited as IFL, Proceedings, 1927.) 
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the editors of labor newspapers throughout Illinois, approximately 
twenty-two in mumber,°? asking them to suggest how the IFL might 
help them. The replies of these editors Indicated that the 
greatest concern was still the matter of meeting financial 
obligations, and most editors asked the IFL to urge trade 
unionists to patronize the advertizers in labor papers and to 
subseribe to these papers. These requests were passed along 
to the 1927 IFL convention delegates by Walker in his Pres- 
idential Report ,-° but from a realistic point-of-view, the 
attempt to create a strong and active labor press had failed. 

Although Walker failed to establish as vigorous an 
independent labor press as he wanted, there was still another 
means of reaching the general public and the laboring people 
of the state. This was through the medium of public appearances 
and speeches by the officials of the IFL. Walker was a strong 
proponent of debate and public discussion of labor matters. He 
was continually urging locals to hold public ueetings discussing 
labor's goals and policies, particularly oa Labor Day.”* 

Walker set @ good example for other IFL leaders and the 
menbers of affiliated locals regarding this policy. In 191% 
‘alone, he addressed over 200 meetings in the interest of the 


29 Forty-courth Anmial Convention Erocesdings, IFL, Septeuber 
13-18, 1926, Streator, Illinois, p. o%. (Hereafter cited as 


IPL, Proceedings, 1926.) 
IFL, Proceedings, 1927, p. 208. 
TfL News letter, September 8, 1917, p. 1. 
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trade wnion and the co-operative movemsnts. Among these meetings 
were three legislative conventions of the railway brotherhood, 
a meeting of the locomotive engineers et Chicago, a farmer's 
state convention, a state convention of the bricklayers’ union, 
end a. mecting of the gteam and operating engineers’ woion.”° 
He was such a strong advocate of communication between the 
representatives of organized labor and non-union people that 
he once even accepted an invitation to speak at Harvard University, 
at Felix Frankfurter's request, ia spite of the long distance 
he had to travel and the nwnerous duties he had to perform 
as President of the IFL.°? 

When Walker ran for President of the International UMWA 
in the fall of 1916, he resigned from his position as President 
of the IFL, in accordance with the laws of the IPL constitution. 
James F, Morris, of Springfield, Illinois, who had been Secre- 
tary of the IFL from 1901 to 1913, was nominated and elected 
without opposition to the vacant post, when Walker failed to 
win the office he was seeking, Morris asked leave to withdraw 
and the Executive Board of the IFL requested Walker to continue 
in office. This arrengement was approved by the IFL convention 
an 1917,2° It resulted in Walker being in office when World War 
I began. 

Walker's activities during World War I, and efterwards, 


serve as an excellent example of how he felt about educating 


Steley, IFL, pe 325. 
ne Walker to Felix Frankfurter, Mareh 13, i920, Walsor Papers. 
ie) 
3° staley, IFL, pp. 311-322. 
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trade unionists in their rights and duties as members of society. 
The labor union movement, in Walker’s opinion, was an instrument 
of sdécialization as well as a means of improving the worker's 
status, and a constant theme in Walker's speeches and activities 
wes what the individual leborer should end should not do as a 
citizen of the United States. 

America's entrance into the First World presented Walker 
with @ major dilemma. As 8 socialist, he was opposed to war, 
and felt that he should give his own life rather then submit 
to @ compromise of this principle.?+ But in 1917, he realized 
that the trade union movement would be called upon to aid in 
the war effort, and if it did not help it could well injure 
itself and the people it represented. Walker broke with the 
Socialist Party's policy of opposing the war, therefore, and 
followed instead the lead of the AFL in supporting the var." 

When Governor Frank Lowden of Illinois appointed Walker as 
a member of the Illinois State Council of Defense (ISCD), he 
immediately accepted the position, which came without any 
reimburseuent for the time or work involved.93 The ISCD was 
formed at the request of Newton Baker, Secretary of War and 
Chairman of the Council of Netional Defense, the parent body 
of the state Councils of Defense. It was organized to 


3 district 12, UMA, Proceedings, 1913, pp. 103-105. 

32 gtaley, IFL, pp. 346-347. 

33 Wiliam T, Hutchinson, Lowden of Illinois: The Life of 
Frank 0. Lowden, vol. 2 (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1957), p. 345. (Hereafter cited as Hutchinson, 
Lowden of Illinois.) 
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oversee every conceivable war activity, to collect and dissen- 
inate inforustion regarding the war, and tio help to wake up 
Tilinoisans to the meaning of the vinnestt Samel Insuli of 
Chicage was eppointed Chairman, while fourteen others vere 
appointed to subsidiary positions.°° 

Walker was also a meuber of the group of trade unionists who 
called the convention forming the American Alliance for Labor aad 
Democracy, held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in September, 1917. 
The Alliance urged that organized lebor follow a policy of 
unity of action and loyalty to the federel and state governnents.2° 

Finelly, Walker served as a mamber of President Wilson's 
Labor Mediation Commission and was instrumental in settling a 
aunber of strikes across the country.°! He worked to settle a 
copper stxike in Arizona and a dispute between workers and the 
Pacific Telephone Company on the west coast. In the state of 


_—.. 
Hutchinson, Lowden of Illinois, p, 345. 


39 M. E. Jenison, War Documents and Addresses, vol. 1 (Springfield, 
Illinois: Illinois Stete Historical Society, 1923), p. 122. 
(Hereafter cited as Jenison, Wer Docuscats.) Yulker served with 
the following figures: Samuel Insull » president of the Common« 
wealth-Edison Company; J. Ogdon Armour, president of Armour and 
Company; Dr. Frank Billings, representing the medical pro« 
fession; Mrs. Joseph T. Bowen, representing women's committees; 
B. F. Harris, benker and farmer; John H. Harrison, newspaper 
editor, Danville; john P. Hopkins, former mayor of Chicago; 
levy Mayer, representative of the legal profession; John G. 
Oglesby, lieutenant Governor; Victor A, Oleander, Secretary- 
treasurer of the IFL; David E. Shanshen, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, fifieth General Assembly; John A. Spoor, 
Chairman, Union Stock Yerd snd Transit: Company; John P. Hopkins, 
who died Octeber 13, 1915, was replaced by Roger C. Sullivan; 
ang Charles H. Wacker, Chairman, Chicago Plaaniag Commission; 
Pred W. Upham, president, Consumer's Coupany. 


36 Staley, IFL, p. 347. 
37 Ht News letter, April 13, 1918, p. 1. 
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Washington, he was involved in negotiations in the lumber 
ladustry, while in Illinois a strike between the packers and 
the food manufacturers was averted with his heap.2° 

Walker's acceptance of these responsibilities during war« 
Gime did not silence the crities of organized labor in Illinois, 
but it did leave them standing @ weak ground. in an April, 

1913 speech before the United States Senate favoring the Sedition 
Law, Senator Lawrence Y. Sherman of Illinois, stated that Walker 
was, among other things, the “arch disturber of law and order 

in five states . . .” while he was in Iliinois, but in Washingtoa 
D. C. “he wreps himself about with santimonious patriotism.” 59 
It was the wrong thing to say. Qutraged protests came from 

all over Illinois, and Governor Lowden, seemingly as a rebuke, 
appointed Walker as the Illinois delegate to a convention en- 
titled “Win the War for Permanent Peace" held in Philadelphia, 
May 16-17, 1918," 

Walker also hed problems with the socialists because of his 
position regarding labor's role in the war effort. At the IPL 
convention in 1917, he was severely criticized by Edward A. Wieck 
for his part in helping to organize the American Alliance for 


Labor and Democracy." Later in the year, Adolph Germer, Secr>- 


38 Staley, IPL, p. 349. 


39 TFL News letter, April 13, 1918, p. 1. 
Toid., May 4, 1918, pp. 1-2. Qne trade unionist wrote of Sherman, 
62 he cliubs the dunghill for the purpose of spattering md 
on Jack Walker, he seeks to harm & man who has more friends ia 
Iliinois in a day than Liarry Sherman could gain were he to live 
until the end of time and live the live of a saint.” 


“1 Staley, IFL, p. 347. 
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tary of the Socialist Party and long-time friend of Walker, 
exchanged a series of emotional letters with the IVL Pres~ 
ident regarding the war. Germer criricized Walker for joining 
hends with the capitalists in the war effort, while Walker con- 
demed him for aiding the enemy in thought, if not in deed, by 
refusing to support the United States’ efforts in time of vers" 
Walker's many activities Curing the First World War may have 
helped to save organized labor in Illinois from receiving a 
serious setback, It is conceivable that the war hysteria which 
was directed toward the socialists and Germen imuigrants in 
Illinois might just as easily have been used against eer if 
Walker hed aligned himself with the socialists and attempted to 
ebstruct the war effort through his office. Governor Lowden was 
not readily sympathetic to those who opposed the war. "In his 
vieuypuehtiem-aietores 1tele trem awyaity’.°s):°"9 semer 
Gompers took the same attitude. He told the convention of the 
American Alliance for Labor and Democracy that “slackers and 
pacifists merited nothing but denuneiation. If Walker's 


feelings about the war hed differed with these men's feelings 


ue letters exchanged between Walker and Adolph Germer, October, 


1917 to January; 1918, Walker Papers. See Appendix C for a 
more detailed description of the controversy and exercerpts 
from the detters. 


43 Hutchinson, Lowden of Illinois, p. 379. See also Bogart and 
Mathews , The y Modern © Comnonvealth, pp. 478-461. = 


a Hutchi®son, Lowden of Illinois, pp. 362-363. 
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there most certainly would have been conflicts in the Illinois 
rabiaati mannan"? 

Again in 1916, Walker's attempt to win the Presidency of 
the UMWA caused him to resign as President of the IFL. George 
Le Mereer and Dancen McDonald, two prominent ieaders in District 
12, ven for the office. McDonald was elected by a vote of 
39,767 to 35,502. Walker was asked to continue to represent 
the I¥L in Springfield for the remainder of the 1919 legislative 
session, and he agreed to do PO In the 1919 IPL election, 
he ran agaiast MeDonald and defeated hin. 

During the year that he was out of office, Walker embarked 
upon a campaign to help establish a permanent peace. He believed 
strongly in President Wilson's forme, and througs the help 
of Senmel Gompers he became a speaker for the League te Enforce 
Peace, This group vent on an extensive tour of the United 
States in the summer of 1919, advocating that the Versaille 
Treaty be signed by the United States. Walker rather bluntly 
told an audience in Queha, Nebraska, “'This peace treaty must 
‘be eigned at once and things mst settle dava.'"#7 


1S Bogert and Mathews, The Modern Commonwealth, p. 462. The 
authors state: "Organized labor was regarded by many as a 
potential anti-war factor; yet labor made one of the 
significant contributions to the winning of the war. With 
labor leaders egreed that the working classes throvrhout the 
world were apposed to war, it was no small task which Jon 
H. Walker, Victor Olander, and their followers essayec. waca 
they undertook to demonstrate that the cause of the workers 
ean not best succeed under en autocratic government and 
‘for that reason the Kaiser must be defeated'.” 

46 Staley, IFL, p. 3il-312. 

“1 IL Hews Letter, June 7, 1919, p. 1. 
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Walker's interest in the League of Nations did not end when 
the Versailie Treaty failed to be ratified by the United States 
Senate. He was active throughout the 1920's in organizations 
which supported the League, and believed strongly in the peace- 
fal goals of the organization, In particular, he was interested 
in the International labor Organization (ILO) and felt that it 
was one of the primary agencies serving the League's purposes. 
Toward the middle of April, 1928, he decided to combine a 
vacation from his work with a visit to the ILO International 
Convention in Geneva, Switzerland, in order to discover more 
about the 110.9 he League of Nations Hon-Partisan Coumittee 
of IlMnois pald part of Walker's expenses to the convention 
in return for a full report of the proceedings. Governor 
Len Smell and AFL President William Green wrote letters of 
introduction for him. Upon his return from the convention in 
duly, 1928, Walker published a pro-League of Nations pamphiet 
entitled, “The I, L. 0. as viewed by an American Trade Unionist. "9 

As a eltizen interested in social problems connected with 
labor, Walker was active in pardon end parole work in Illinois.°° 
Industriel conflicts occasionally resulted in trade union men 
being convicted and sentenced to prison unfairly. Walker's 


idealistic nature was opposed to the "rail-roading"™: these .men 


7... é 
Walker to Frank Farrington, April 30, 1928, Walker Papers. 
49 william Green To Walker, July 20, 1928, Walker Papers. 
John H. Walker, The I, L. 0, as viewed by an American 
frade Unionist (Chicago: Mid-West Office, Teague of 
2° Walker to Will Colvin, Superintendent, Division of Pardons 
and Paroles, State of Illinois, August 19, 1925, Walker Papers. 
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received, and he used his position as President of the IFL to 
bring pressure on state officials when he felt this was the case. 

On one oceasion, Walker appeared before the Board of Pardons 
end Paroles regarding the pardon of twelve international officers 
of the flat janitors union. These men were convicted of conspir- 
acy against unknown persous. Walker’s testimony was given to 
counter+balance the testimony of @ man who supposedly represented 
& respectable group of interested citizens in Chicago. Walker 
declared that the man was nothing more than a paid agent of an 
anti-labor group in Chicago. John Fitzpatrick testified to the 
seme affect. The men were pardoned by Governor Len Smali.?+ 

In 1927, Walker secured labor's direct participation in 
pardon and parole work when he interceded with Governor Len Small 
and managed to have Harry Jensen, President of the District 
Council of Carpenters, appointed as a board mewber of the Pardon 
and Parole Couuission.”~ 

The many and varied civic activities which Walker par- 
ticipated in during the time he was President of the IFL set an 
example for labor union peopie in Illinois. But Walker was not 
content to merely set examples; he felt it was his duty to 
continually exhort trade unionists to better inform and edueate 
themselves. 

In the 1920's, taking his cue from the AFL which had long 
supported improvement of the educational system in the United 


91 TFL Proceedings, 1926, p. 73. 
32 walker to Harry Jensen, September 30, 1927, Walker Papers. 
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states,”> Walker embarked on a crusade to convince working people 

in Illinois thet education was one of their greatest advantages. 

He told the delegates at the 192% IFL convention that; 
Turing this era the idea has been quite 

generally accepted that farmers and other 

laborers need not be educated. In fact it 

has been believed by many that it is not 

enly useless but even dangerous to teach 

& man to read and think if he is to work 

with his hands end make his living largely by 

physical labor. A correlative idea is that 

& small, highly-educated class is sufficient 

to do the thinking, planning, inventing, 

organizing, directing, and administrating 

of industrial, comercial and political 

affairs. 54 
Qo Walker this swall highly~educated class of leaders was not 
enough because man’s basic nature was evil, and only e broad 
middle class could off-set this evil nature and maintain the 
ideals and goals of a democracy. It was every working man's 
responsibility, therefore, to be aware of the problems that 
existed in society and to try and cope with them.?? 

At the 1926 IFL convention Walker pointed out that the 
American Federation of Labor hed gone on record as favoring 
the establishment of adult education. He stated that this 
should be the policy of the IFL also, and urged the convention 
delegates to take some action on the matter. He stressed the 
need for a better understanding of contemporary problems also, 
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in order thet working peuple could “properly discharge the 
@uties of citizenship in a democratic government. . . 96 

At Herrin, Illinois in 1928, Walker told the IVL convention 
delegates: 

Iam. . »« recommending to this convention that every 

local union and every active trade unionist in the 

state, try to arrange whenever possible, that lectures 

are provided for, and thet our membership generally aad 

their families try to inform themselves on these sub- 

jects that are so vitally important to them end theirs, 

and that we continue owr efforts to make our school 

cyetem what it was originally intended to be, and what 

the necessities of owr time now requires that 1t should 

be, the most thoroughly equipped on a wodem basis . . .. 57 
This appeal was prompted by the program which the Illinois State 
Teacher’s Association had proposed for the upgrading of education 
in Illinois. Walker asked the delegates at the convention to pass 
& resolution endorsing this program, He also pointed out that the 
standards of education should be raised to a point where 2 high 
school certificate was the minimum educetioaal requirement for 
@ young person, He told the convention that such a law would 
"take out of the mines, mille and work shops, the young immature 
minds end bodies that are there now. . .."°° im tum, this 
would improve the economic conditions in certain industries 
by exesting more jobs for older people who needed then. 

Walker’s conception of labor’s economic struggle was clear~ 


eut and bordered on a belief in a clase struggle. Such an attitude 


oe ar, Proceedings, 1926, p. 23. 


ot Forty-sixth Anmual Convention Proceedings, Noveuber 3-14, 
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may have been formed in part by Walker's early experiences, or 1s 
nay have resukted from his association with the socialists before 
1916. Whatever the origin of this attitude, 1t was enougu to make 
him en outspoken eritic of industrialists, and an aggressive trade 
uaionist when it came to dealing with business leaders and manage~ 
ment. To combat the system of low wages and high prices, Walker 
alao started the co-operative movement in Illinois. 

In 1909, Walkex observed that the industrial system which had 
éaveloped in the United States had dram people inte ome of two 
groups? the "haves" or the “have nots”. In regard to this, he 
stated: 

+ + «, this is o battle in which every huwan being is 

involved. Qa one side we have @ few men fighting to 

maintain @ condition by which they are Sble to control 

» » » everything material . ... On the other is the 

majority of man kind struggling to establish 

@ condition which will mean the using of the earth 

» » « for the benefit of the entire human race. 59 
Walker maintained this economic viewpoint during the eatire tine 
he was active in the Illinois labor movement. It was the heart 
of his economic beliefs, and gave rise to all obher observations. 

A basic part of Walker's econamic beliefs was concerned with 
the profit motive of the “few men" attempting co control ali 
material goods. In 1916, when Walker spoke before the Usited 
States Commission on Industrial Relations in Chicago, he elabor~ 
ated on this, sceusing management and the owners of industrial 
enterprises of a double standard. This, according to Walker, 
wag the chief cause of industriel unrest. He told the commission; 


99 District 12, WA, Proceedings, 1909, p. 2h 


Loo awe yas atemliol ad gaag i Pace! seed giued ‘yet 
Pwine waclaises ola mthv eoheleesas eh can letlnaey ovat gee 
ie) “KF ER srey 1 eoee-s] ee See ows eh Somers 4 Re wit ‘tO LEQ ELS aagicy eal amacQe 


EROS LO OR y Galt bgt chen wares te sitio mugadie sm mia 


magia oye aed see tabn oat ot aad Gai way OE cael so hanhyir 


a’ 


PLR? Re oie La oe wol io may Gc duties ft: sehen. 
Pa thy Pe aS i MEO prvddhosiegct wed Redes ota 

Din Sats + BNR, % Labavectns nid Sealy Pewtaacd wesiiee] Oe $e 
ove "bs Gee otud 3 slg ere Beit ase a cd ate benetovel: 
me , Bde os woes Z ex ea avast? ery xo." aavan’ ait a 
| tis sage 


md. _ ke Py. sat yeas tuigy oe alone & Of B20 po s+ 
ij Sulates) gee Beh at cea aot whe ong Oo. celowgt 
Letdens our tab HES (reo Pokal pol GR soos 2 mao see 
nie ak setdo ame 28 1. 4 o. Meyer pO pRETe sf 
iedidesvey at getiiaerscin. doge ayenl Bo velop Shera 
sine ald Do nek wit amet Ty cele sedis @ 


foes 


GE. BE peut weisne ott to dikvoned adt wok.» . 


mais city Gos goK in dndlecerets sioeneee eaty ‘barkiteive: redial 
frpeatt afd wow OT. Sueur "ansey, mihoge tit eit ab wets use of 
wnodleavs eS wenisco Lim oF gaa oxeay bes .@iotied simonces ald to 
‘gh taumoeros sew Siviled yiwascoe ataadlial To oxag ied & 
iia dovtnas ed yatignewse “sun wer alt Yo erkdew Utteng eft 
Dan Poi sie vated sous geile ney ,akeL al .abacs Laineher 
rodeo. al .u@ROlS0, ti aeditalesl Datsateniad oc on a ear ashes 
[siciwak Te arora eo Dae Sine piieueon Bhd? 90 foes 
CIoelad wet gilirgaums ata »hraeas ee 4 siainea PS Me 9) poalay shai 
Lwoghewe eit tot of. Paget ‘nde Sc wauad Reni , ee saw 


Laer ina MSP 


‘ ele ¥ mr as * by " ; Jia 
ata oft hones REPRO, ARE! qk toe Fae g ‘ 


According to the double-stendard the vorkingman, 
no matter whet his trade or calling, may not ask frou 
his euployer a wage or return for his labor that exceeds 
the employer's conception of the value of labor. 
« » « Lf the worker, by any chance, .. »« presumed to 
ask for a wage in excees of the value of the service 
rendered, and the euployer ean show that to be true, 
then everybody universally condems that worker for 
being nothing shext af a thief. That is one side of the 
present double-stendax? -- the other side used to judge 
the worker. 

. he other side of the present standard, the method 


wage 

profit, ig. under eonsideration, the value of bia labor 

or the actual service he.renders is not giver much 

thought. In fact, ali the employer concerns himself 

about is; "How can 1, by hook or crock, perform my 

function in a manner that will enable me to get the 

largest possible roturn for myself, regardlass of the 

services I readert’ 60 
Again in 1926, he told the delegates et the IPL convention that 
the double-atendard stiii exited, and thet "the motive of 
making profits... 4g the dominating influence ia our business 
todayy « » . M62 Walker's attitudes regarding the economic con- 
ditions in American society were the impetue for aggressive 
action. 

Walker believed that the state government should take an 
active interest in the econonic welfare of ‘the worker, and 
worked to obtain this objective. Ina 1915, he asked for and 
received an sppointment to the Gemeral Advisory Board of the Free 


iaployment Rarriene, oars taned, by the state. He spent a good deal 


60 John H. Welker, “The Double Standard", The Survey, XXXV, 


(February 26, 1936), p. 639. 
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of time invastigating the extent and causes of uneaployment in 
Tilincis es & result of this appointment, and his maneroun years 
of service on this board aided many trade unionists and gave him 
some insight into the problews of umemploynsnt.°* py 1988, he 
felt that certain definite steps should be taken to end wmemploy- 
ment, and recommended thet: 

we (should) strive to bring about a complete system of 

honestly aad coupletely conducted national governnent 

free employment offices; ea National loynent Insur~ 

enee lew; ex Old Age Pension lav; ... (a) shortening 

of the work weekj . .. (and &) raising of the standards 

or imeem by providing for a high school certificate. . .. 63 

Walser worked hard to have special legisiation passed by the 
atahe wadeh would help to improve the econumic status of working 
pocpins For example , be helped te secime & pension ead tenure law 
Loe Chicago teachers in 1917,5% and in 1926 he wes successful in 
having @ law passed eeventing inate labor goods from being sold 
in nomiwkiAden «5h wnhonunde goods. he broom-makers uation vas 
particularly pleased with this latter law. There were many other 
legislative proposals which Welker wented enacted involving the 
economic welfare of the people: He was not completely successful, 


but did achieve gone of his goals. 


62 iL Neva lighter, September 11, 1915, p. 1. 


53 TFL, Proceedings, 1928, p. 15. 
O% preeland G. Stecker, “History of the Men Teachers’ reer " 
The Men Roecners Usion of Sf Ghipege (November, 1934), p. 8 
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Walker believed thet the strike and the boycott should be 
used by lebor if it was necessary, In 1924, when the coal alaing 
industry was in economic trouble, he sent ous a letter to all trade 
potoniste affiliated with the TFL urging them to buy Illinois coal 
in preference to coal shipped in from other states.°° He also 
secured an acreement with the State of Illinois, through Governor 
len Smell, to the effect that only Iliinols coal. would be bought 
by the state government .°! 

Strikes were necessary, according to Walker, when industries 
and businesses did not recognize trade union demands. He syuppoxted 
local strikes whenever he felt the strikers bad legitimate demands 
and were acting within the lew eccording to their contracts. One 
such occurred in Rosiclaire, Ilidneis, loeated in Hardin County, 
in the fall and winter of 1916. 

The origin of the strike at Rosiclaire was an attempt by 
sixty-eight Plurspur miners to organize a local union aifiliated 
with the Westezn Federation of Miners. This stteapt failed and 
the utine manager dismissed the men on May 12, 1916. less than 
® motth later, an Jue 3, 1916, the other miners walked out, de 
manding that the dismissed wen be re~hired and that the miners be 
given the right to take up their grievances with the mine managewsnt 
though & walled organi zxtton.? Both of these demands were disregerded 


Bian 
© DAL News letter, October 11, 1924, p. 5. 
67 letters between Governor Len Small, Walker and the heed of the 
Departuent, State of Illtncis, May, 1926, Walker Papers. 
68 oFL News Letter, July 8, 1916, p. 1. 
69 Tpaa., June 2h, 1915, p. 3. 
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by the mine management. 

The major grievances of the Flurspur miners centered eround 
the company houses provided for them, the long hours with relatively 
poor wages, and the physical dangers in the mines, The company 
houses, in particular, were in poor shape physically, over- 
crowded, and without running water in many cases. / 

Walker was the first. to come to the aid of the Rosiclaire 
miners. In June, 1916, he assigned William J, Sneed, then a prou- 
inent miner and union organizer from Herrin, Illinois, to look into 
the Rosicleire strike.!+ gneea spent a great deal of time in the 
Hardin county area trying to convince the mine managers to bargain 
with the strikers and keeping the hopes of the strikers alive. He 
was constantly in touch with Walker during the summer months regarding 


the strixe, 


and Walker used some of Sneed's information in the 
IFL Hews Letter when he issued an appeal for strike funds to the 
affiliated unions in the IFL.'? mese funds were readily supplied 
and successful efforts were made from July to November, 1916, to 
aid the strikers. 

The mining company countered this strike support by hiring 
thugs and strike-breakers in an attempt to drive the striking 
miners from the area, A number of times the situation was in 
danger of resulting in violence Abd but on each occasion this was 


averted. After the strike had lasted four months, Walker was 


1 TPL News Letter, July 15, 1916, p. 1. 
Tl ypad., dune 2h, 1916, p. 3. 


Walker's Papers are filled with this correspondence. 
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able to convince Governor Dunne that state intervention was aeeded, 
and the strike was brought to a close when the company conceded to 
go along with the striker's demands. /’ 

Walker handled the funds to support strikes at other tines 
while he was President of the IFL, but the Rosiclaire strike of 
1916 is probably the best example of how the IfL was involved in 
strikes while Walker was prenmiiiae 

In addition to his other economic activities, Walker was 
involved in the co-operative movement in Iliinois. He was a 
strong advocate of the Rochdale system of co-operation, which 
was founded on the following principles: 

1. The democratic organization of the association. 


2. The limitation of individual share holdings aad the 
payment of market interest on shares. 


3. The sale of goods at market prices accuring surpluses 
being returned to the members in proportion to their pur- 
Chasesse « as 


4, The sale of all goods on a cash basis. 


5» The esteblishuent of an educational fund to place 
before the people the advantages of co-operation. 77 


ee an 
Walker met with Governor Dunne September 19, 1916. Telegram, 
Walker to Victor Olander, September 16, 1916, Walker Papers. 


One strike end its aftermath which Walker apparently did not 
become involved in was the Herrin cool strike of 1922, There 

is only one letter in the Walker Papers regarding the strike 
and the massatre connected with it (see footnote 32, Chapter 


Two). Paul M. Angle's book, Williamson, does not make 
mention of the IPL or of Te Wes coverage of the 


trials in the IPL Wevs letter, but this wes the extent of it, 
ag far as this author ‘ows. 
TY Colston E. Warne, The Consumer's Co-operative Movement in 


ashe (Chicago: The University or Chicage Press, 1920), 
le 


reafter cited as Warne, Consumer's Co-operatives.) 
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His belief in tixis method of co-operation made it the most popular 
form, end pewetleslly all of the co-operative societies in ILlineis 
were baged on “lews cepled almost verbatam fron the local branch 
society lews governing the Rochdale aysten in Great Britain, . » Pld 

Walker's desire to see & co-operative uovenent started ini 
Tilinols was closely linked with his basic econoni« views, He was 
Simaly sonvineed that trade unions sequired the aaployer to give 
the employee the wages to which he vas entitled, while the co- 
operative gupplied the working man with the goods to whieh he wa 
entitled at a faix price. ’? He alee believed that the co-operative 
societies vere 4 greet help to the trade union movement because they 
provideé goods for striking workers end because they helped to re- 
crudt more people inte the ranka ofvergmined labor. yor tuese 
neeseas he vag aivoesting tuat 8 co-epereiive movecent be forued 
long before he became President of the Ui.°! 

However, Walker's plans for starting @ etabe wide systen of 
co-gperative societies was act initiated until acter he becam 
Peocident of the state federation. In the spring of 1915 the 
first co-operative: stare vas egtabliahed in dawyervilie, Illinois, 


buy) vhieh they must have for thomeelves and their feniiies.” 
jp He BB dune 2h, 1916, pe 
92 Tit Hows latter, de 2h, 1926, p. 

agtrict 12, Wiis, Proceedings, 1913, p. 353. 
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Stores at Gillespie and West Frankfort, Tllinois were formed later 
in the yeer. In 1914, six more co-operatives were begun, a7 in 
1915 nine were startea. 
membership between 1913 and the beginning of the war. At Gillespie, 
for example, the number of meubers climbed from sixty-seven in 


1913 to 283 in 1916.53 


Most of these societies increased their 


In 1915, the Illinois State Co-operative Society, later known 
as the Central States Co-operative Society, was forned to unite 
the various stores around the state, At its first convention, 
held in March, 1915, the delegates elected Walker president of 
caesnonbitys He inmediately set sbout to improve the movenent. 
A state lew was peased protecting the co-operatives from financial 
hemo in 1915.99 Walmer set up an information service which passed 
aut pamphlets regarding co-operatives in which he described the 
results of co-operation as giving "workers a better commercial, 
Aineneiel, political and industriel standing: . . .."© mm i9i7, 
a wholesale department was formed to reduce the cost of goods 
to the various sceieties.°’ All these improvements resulted 
in a continued growth and by 1919 there were approximately seventy 
stores in operation in Tilinois.“ Walser, however, was reepon- 
sible for many other stores being in operation across the country 
because of his efforts and leadership in the co-operative movement. 


IFL, Hews letter, April 5, 1916, p. 3. 


Sl ootinmnamed 


&3 hig., R- h, 
Sh staley, IFL, p. 341. 


SS Se News Latter, tay 15, 1915, p. 2. 
56 Ttd., April 29, 1916, p. 4. 
BY July 21, 1917, p. 3. 

Spid., Jequary 2a 1919, RP. 2. 
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The post-war depression was the first major set-back for the 
cowoperative movewent in Illinois. Although there was still a great 
deal of enthusiasm for the movement in 1921 and 1922, the co 
operatives, like regular business, suffered fron financial losses 
causing some stores to fail completely.°? A co-operative benking 
plan, proposed by delegates at the 1922 IFL cmvention, had te be 
ehentoned: because ofthe depression, ond in Keak Ot. Louis the 
Local co-operative wholesale society falled, making some people 
suspicious of the movenent.”” In spite of these setqbacks, 
Walker remained a strong advocate of the system, and even convinced 
other Illinois labor leaders, such as Frank Farrington, President 
of District 12, that the movement was beneficial to organized 
labor and trade unionists.?* 

After the depression ended for mogt areas of the economy, the 
comoperetive movement regained the losses it had suffered and 
continued to expand. Waiker took the lead in the American 
Federation of Labor, (AFL), for promoting co-operative activities 
and was selected Secretary of the Burean of Co-operative 
Societies for the AFL.7° At the 1923 IFL cenvention a similar 
bureau was established for the purpose of strengthening the Rochdale 
system of co-operation. > As & result, co-operation has rewained 
@ vitel link in the economic system of organized lebor in Tilinois 
until the present day.” 


°F varae, Consumer's Co-operatives, pp. 66-69. 

* steley, IFL, ps 3. 

9 tL Mews letter, April 9, 1921, p. 3. 
fbid., March 255 ig22, pe 1. 


73 IHL, Proceedings, 1924, ps 195. 
ad Rusben Soderstrom, interview with the author, March 8, 1966. 
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CHAPTER V 


QS Ke WALKER'S LAGIGLATIVE GOALS FOR 
ORGANIZED LABOR: 1905 + 1930 


Jom H. Walker considered lebor legieletion iaportant 
because it provided working people with a better life. Que 
historien of orga:iged lebor in Illinois has noted that, “In 
the legislative battles of labor John H, Walker feels and 
talke of ‘decency end nunenity,’ leaving the subtleties of 


1 ania type of attitude ic 


constitutionel law to others.” 
clearly reflected in the lave which Walker, as Provident of 
District 12 end the Illinois State Federation of Labor, (IFL), 
helped to obtain for the labor movement. | 

During the period he was President of Digtrict 12, United 
Mine Workers of Aserica, (WMA), almost ali of the legislative 
acte Walker attempted to pass into lav were desigued to improve 
the working conditions and the safety factors in coal mines. 
Gince Illinois was one of the earliest states to enact leg- 
islation of thie type, Welber's task vas not too difficult. 

Ag Presigent of the IF, Walser found his legislative 
duties broader in nature, but he still concentrated on lave 
which would be of gervice to vorking people. He fought to 
iaprove the Convict Lebor law and the Workuen‘’s Compensation 


Staley, TPL, pe HOD» 
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law. He counted among his greatest victories the passage of the 
1925 Injunction-linitation lew. He also worked to defeat several 
bills he felt would injure the labor movement. 

Theres were nuserous reasons for the development of the idea 
that organized labor in Illinois should actively participate in 
legislative matters. The underlying cause, of course, was the 
rapid industrial growth of the state which caused numerous 
social and economic problems, but several other reasons existed 
also. The American Federation of Labor, (AFL), worked to secure 
labor legislation on the federal level, and the IFL followed this 
poliey.? The development of labor legislation in other industrial 
stetes and in some Buropeen camtries stimilated similer efforts 
in Illinois. Finally, the growth of trade wiion organizations 
aromd the state was a factor in the enactment of labor legis- 
detion.> 

It cannot be seid, however, that the IFL and other labor 
unions in Illinois made great progress in securing laws favorable 
to their interests in the late nineteenth and early tventieth- 


centuries, There were at least three groups which opposed or 


re 
oa Leader, October 26, 1916, p. 1. Walker once described 


the following manner. "The Illinois State Federation 
of Leber means to the State of Illinois what the American Feder- 
ation of Labor meane to the United States and Canada. It is a 
voluntary association of the workers for the purpose of .. . 
assisting in increasing their wages and shortening their hours, 
méking their conditions of labor more safe, healthful.and 
pleasant eo © *y through the enactment of iegislation, ¥ eae” 


3 Beelmer, Jabor legislation, p. 505. 
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hindered the developnent of lebor legislation, and these groups 
kept organized labor's gains at a minimm. 

The Illinois Manufacturer's Association, (IMA), represented 
the first of these groups, the ewployers. This association foughi 
labor legislation for many years. Under the leadership of John KM. 
Glenn, Secretary of the IMA, it effectively ended labor's chances 
of passing 4 minimum wage for women bill, a one day rest in seven 
bill, and several other bills govenen by the IFL in the 1920's. 

To Walkex, dobn Glenn represented one of the worst enemies organized 
labor bad in Iilinois." 

The second group waich hindered the development of a compre- 
hensive body of labor laws in Illinois was the state courts. "The 
courts, especially prior to 1910, formed the greveyard for many 


an act designed to protect or to advance the interests of the worker. 


This was due primerily to the individualistic outlook of the 
judges, who felt thet precedents regarding the freedom of contract 
established prior to the growth of industrialism should be 
followed. Since labor legislation often tines placed a great deal 
ef responsibility on the employer at the benefit of the employee, 
labor laws were also considered class legislation and declared 
wneonstitutional.© 

The hdd croup which obstructed the passage of labor laws, 
perhaps to a lesser degree than the employers and the courts, was 


DL News Lotter, September 2, 19ee, Pp. 3. 


; Beckner, Labor Legislation, p. 506. 
Elizabeth Brandeis, “Labor Legislation,” History of Labor in 


the United States, 1696-1932 (New York: The MacMiTien Company, 
1935), p- 309. (ueveafter cited as Brandeis, History of Labor.) 
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the vast majority of the general public in Illinois. Since 
industrial development oceurred in a relatively short period cf 
time in the state, and was concentrated to a large extent in 
Ghicago, most of the state had an inadequate coaception of industrial 
life. This lack of awareness made it easier for unscrupulous 
euployers to continue inhumane practices without the general public 
becoming aroused and demanding that the state legislature take 
some action. 

Regarding the state legislature and the matter of labor 
legislation, it should be noted that, for the most part, this 
body remained neutral in attitude and simply uirrored the rela- 
tive strength of organized lebor and the groups opposed to labor 
legislation. "At times when the demand for a given law wes very 
great, real, honest, straightforward legislation was enacted;... ma 
For the most part, however, legislative sessions were a "succession 
of attacks and couwiterattacks in which those desiring a con- 
cncseanieiaentatideenatieateatetanecaptanichiaaeaauactdt fhe fact that 
so many victories were won by the opponents of organized labor 


9 
was @ heavy burden for Walker to bear. 


3 Becikner, Labor legislation, Be 507. 
Ibid., pe 507. 


? In a letter to trade unionists around the state, Walker said, 
“fhe Illinois State Federation of Labor is mainly responsible 
for what labor legislation there is on the statutes at this 
time; it has assisted in the passage of every law having for 
its purpose the general welfare of the people. That it has 
not been able to accomplish more is mainly due to opposition 
from the enemies of labor and the common people;. . .."” 

IPL News letter, December 27, 2924, p. 1. 
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Walker's attitude toward labor legislation, which was 
mentioned in the beginning of this chapter, was probably in- 
fluenced as meh by his early association with John Mitchell 
and District 12, as it was by Samuel Gompers and the AFL. This 
was because the first major labor legislation passed by the 
General Assembly in Illinois was directed at ending some of the 
wafavoreble and dangerous conditions in the coaj mining industry. 

The first mining law for Illinois was passed in March, 
1872. It covered 2 number of problems inelading ventilation, 
escape shafts, hoisting of coal, and the reporting and in- 
vestigating of mine necidente. A year later several sections 
of the law were amended, and in 1877 other amsndments were 
added. The first general revision of the law was made in 1879. 
These revisions strengthened parts of the law and were move 
detediled concerning safety in mining operations.29 

Between 1879 and 1899, when the second general set of 
revisions was made, more amendments were added to the mining 
law, These dealt with the weighing of coal, the paynent of 
wages, the duties of mine inspectors, the examination of super- 
visory help in the mines, end several other matters. sti, 
the laws were not satisfactory and in 1899, when the General 
Assembly met, Governor Tamer urged them to enact e new mining 
code. A bill was prepared by the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
and submitted to the legislature, where it was passed without 


16 Beckner, Labor legislation, p. 292. 


12 tid., p. 293. 
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ony difficulty. The new law made Illinois one of the most adq 
vanced states in the nation in regard to mining regulations.?* 

When Walker assumed the Presidency of District 12 in 1905, 
there was an agreement between the coal mine operators’ associ- 
ation and the miners’ uaion that neither group would introduce 
bills into tha General Asseably which affected the Illinois. 
mining code withaxt first consulting the other party. In 1906. 
and 1908, when contracts with the operators were renewed, Walker 
worked to. obtain an agreement on certain legislation he wanted 
passed, but the operators would not agree. In 1909, therefore, 
Walker decided 1% would be necessary to introduce three bills 
into the legislature without prior agreement: with the operators, 
and the District 12 officials prepared these biils for submission 
to the General Asseubly.S 

The first of these bills was a miners’ quelification bill 
which set up stendards and technical requirements for ali men 
working in the mines of Illinois. The second bill required 
that ventilating fans be provided with an instrument recording 
their speed, and the third bill required the use of mechanical 
Us The operators were strongly 
opposed to the first and third bills because the former 


Gevices when dynamiting wag done. 


strengthened the uoion's position in the state and the latter 


involved extra costs since the mechanical devices were nob 


perfectea.” 


» Labor legislation, p. 295. 
13 thia., pp. 296-298, 
District 12, iA, Proceedings , 1909; PP. 59-604 
15 Secimer, Labor legislation, p. 297. 
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After a great deal of bargaining, the operators finally agreed 
to the lavs requested by the union, provided the District 12 
officers agreed to a bill creating a commission to study al) mining 
bills in the future. The officials agreed to this, and all bisis 
vere gubmitted to the General Assembly, which passed ems The 
new legislative body wes designated the Mining Investigation 
Countssion,(MIC), and played en important pert in legislative 
soitiachbiiicieiaiataii wilntintes saud:aihnimanciiedbags. 

The MIC was made up of nine men, three from the operator's 
association, three from the miners’ union, and three non-partisen 
menbexs< Governox' Deneen appointed Walkers one of the members 
representing District 12," In thie capecity, Walker vas one of 
the prineipals involved in improving the mining lave in 1910, 
after the Cherry Mine disaster, at Cherry, Iliinois, indicated 
that revision wes again necessary. 

The Cherry Mine disaster was one of the worst mine accidents 
in the history of the state. ‘The tregedy, which resulted from 
& failure to provide an adequate means of preventing and combating 
mine fires, resulted in the death of more than two Immdred miners 
“i Beckner, Labor Legislation, pp. 297-298. 

Ibid.s, p. 299. Beckner states that, "In the work of the Mining 
Thve on Commission gemaine collective bargaining of the 
highest type hes prevailed. All the good thet comes from joint 


agreements made with the full sense of responsibility on each 
aside hes cxowmed its efforts." 


Ibid., Pe 300. Other members of the commission included: 
Richard Newsem, G. W. Treer, and J. W. Miller representing the 
operators; Charles Burch and Bernard Murphy representing the 
miners; Professor HK. H. Stoek, af the University of a 
De. J. A. Holmes, of the United States Geological Survey, and 
Professor Graham Taylor, associate editor of the Survey to 
serve a3 non-partisan member's. 
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and moved the pocpin-or Wis Wtiite’ to demediate ection.” 


Governor 
‘Deneen called the General Assembly into special session, and asked 
thet the MIC draft suitable bills for better protection of the miners. 
The commission subultited three bills which 1t considered necessary 
1 leg pAb sen ani il ie aha 

fhe first of these bille made detailed provisions for fire 
fighting equipment, in coal mines, and provided for additional 
mine inspectors in order to giarantes enforcement of the act. The 
second bill called for the establishment and mainteinence of mine 
fire fighting and rescue stations in important coal mining centers 
of IlMnoie. The last bill established miners’ and mechanics' 
jastitutes for the purpose of giving technical training to coal 
winers. The first and second bills were approved by the General 
Assembly and signed inte law. The third bill was not passed, 
however, because it vas not within the scope of the General 
Admins ‘pian ditakion,. 

Walker had a major pet in the enactment of the two laws 
passed, and wes given credit in particular for helping to 
egtabliigh the mine reseue stations, At the convention of District 
12 in 31911, Governor Deneen pointed out thet mine rescue stations 
wexe established because the District 12 officers demanded then. 
He also reminded the delegates thet such stations were the first 
Se se his A Go hee by tay etd agueanone™ 


19 TEL Hews letter, November 18, 1916, pp. 2-/:. 
20 Beclmer, Labor legislation, p. 300. 

2. ibid., pe 301. 

22 District 12, WIA, Proceedings, 1911, p. 4. 
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In 1911, the time appeared right to revise the entire 
mining code egain. Walker and other meubers of the MIC drafted 
and submitted five more bills to the General Asseubly. These 
bills, which vers passed without trouble, completely revamped 
the mining laws, and added several. additional safety features.” 
The yevised law also provided for extensive additions to the 


powers and duties of the State Mining Board, which previously 
ay 


had been given authority to enforce the mining laws, These 
new Jews once more gave Iliinols one of the finest mining codes 
in the country. 


The practical training Walker received in legislative 
matters, from hia experiences as & member of the Mining Investi- 
gstion Commission, was @ continual help to him when he became 
President of the IFL in 1913. It gave him the necessary back~ 
ground for dealing with vavlous other laws in Tiliacis which 
were beneficial to labor. These lave included the Convict 
Labor Lav, passed in 1903, and the Workmen's Compensation Law, 
pessed in 1911. While he did not participate directly in the 
passage of either of these laws, Walker wes responsible, as 
President of the TfL, for strengthening each of then. 

The proper use of convict lebor wes a serious problem for 
the people of Illinois during most of the nineteenth-century. Trade 
unionists in particular were concerned about the matter because 
competition between convict labor and free labor was sometimes 


SP necknar, labor legislation, p. 302. 
24 gad. pe 310, 
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<Yimeug to certain occupational groups, aad coxtrary te thei con- 
ceyt of justice. 

Pron the 1630's to the 1600's, convict labar in Tilinois was 
paged on the contract systen, whereby the state remained in eus- 
toly of prisoners, but contracted out the labor of convicts at 
a given rate per day. In 1686, a constitutional enendeeot ves 
passed whieh vas supposed to end this practice, but the new law 
Qid not solve the problem.’ conviets were still used to wan 
fagtawe cortain besic commodities uader the contract system, 
although they no louger worked outside the priwons. 

Tn 1903, therefees, a lev was passed viich exected a 
Board of Prison Industwles. This board was composed of various 
grison officials who were given the task of seeing that all 
produete maufactured by prisonex’s vere sold to other state 
institutions and not on the open market. ‘he law prohibited the 
contrast system, aad all. prison labor contracters vere required 
to remove their property fron the penitentiaries. This lav 
s0lved ‘the chief problems but organized labor was "constantly 
om the @lert .. . to prevent the eaploymest of convicts in 
vays that aight prove detrimental to free labor.“ 

In 1915, this alertiess aided the International Broom and 
Whtskmekers’ union in securing the end of broon mumfacturing 
st Joliet penitentiary, Walker, aloag with the officers of the 
Chieago Federaticn i abhor, vas able to help ia this matter.“! 


vd Beckner, Labor lagigiation, pp. 133-134, 139-140. 
Ebla., De 333. 
Tbid., yp. UWS-149. Eyl, Hows Levier, Govasber 6, 1915, p. 1. 
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In 1920, Walker appointed a special committee to investi- 
gate the entixe matter of convict labor goods in Illinois. The 
comittes submitted its report to the 1921 IFL conventio, and 
drafted a special bill, which was introduced into the General 
Assembly, concerning the use of labels on 211 convict labor 
gooasi™™ This bill failed to pass, but it indicated the ex» 
tent to whieh the IfL wanted to contrel these products. 

Walker was more successful with legislation concerning 
Workmen's Camupension than he was with the Convict Labor lew. 
The Workmen's Compension law of 1911 helped to establish the 
idea that employers were responsible for helping injured employees, 
but there was still a great deal of improvement needed in the 
lew, Prom 1913 to 1930, therefore, Walker made certain that 
additional amendments were added to this law. 

At the beginning of the twentisth-century many European 
countries had laws providing compensation for injured vorkmen. 
In the United States, however, there was no recourse for a 
Working person injured in the course of employment, except 
thet furnished by damage suits against the employer throuch 
the courts. Since the courts permitted the employer several 
methods of defense sgainst this type of legal action, the 
injured party vas often left physieally and financially ruined.” 

In Illinois, interest in the subject of compensation 
received a tremendous impetus from the mine disaster at Cherry, 
Illinois in 1910. The special session of the General Assembly, 


Bi la 
TFL News letter, March 26, 1921, p. 2. 
&? Reckner, Labor Legislation, pp. 430-431. 
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called by Goversor Deneen, was asked to consider 4 change in the 
existing system of employer's liability, in addition to improving 
the mining code. The Genersl Assembly auzthorized an investigation 
counission to make an extensive study of industrial accidents. Tts 
report formed the besis for the Worimen's Compension Law of 1921.°° 

This lav provided that, in case of injury to an employee, the 
employer was to furnish first aid, and medical, surgical, and hospi- 
tal expenses for @ period not longer then eight weeks, 1f the costs 
of these benefits did not exceed $200. If an injury resulted in 
death, and the deceased left heirs whem he supported, the employer 
paid a sum equal to four times the average ammal earnings of the 
employee, provided the amount was not less than $1,500 nor more 
than $3,500. If there were collateral heirs, a certain percentage 
of the death payment went to them. If tha employee left no heirs, 
the employer provided $150 toward burial expenses,>> 

In addition to the hospital and medical care, the employer 
was expected to pay compensation if the period of disability 
lasted longer than six working days, This amount of money was 
equal to one-half of the employee's weekly sarnings, but not less 
then five dollars nor more than twelve dollars. This was paid on 
& weekly basis and lasted as long as the employee was disabled, 
provided that the amount did not exceed the maximm death benefit 
of $3,500 or @ period of eight years. After the period of eight 
years or the macimam death benefit was reached, aamuel compeusa- 


x Beclmer, Labor Legislation, pp. 440-450. 
31 Ibid. , PP. 455-862. 


. Ot 
ads of apeads © tehhanoo od Bolan ages, coal coekorey wees =7 
yatvosget of aokdkbhe of ywhkscals, aosoigee ko aedage satiate . 

soltegiiawsL oe bec laoddun ylieeesh Epeswevet) oi? ahooe pe hula + att | 
avi vthehiovs Jatvdenbes ‘lo ghede ohare as cle wil: onkaatewad - 
WO ECOL Qu wal molaneqmel a? cagtioW. wid WE adend a aang ‘ ~ 
enciit 1 oun ame mo th weet to oped wh boas Sativa wal. abr 7 7 
ateaedt bas eee rior iaodhen bee a bheceaks vacent a) waa eyo . 7 
AvuOG O89 BE ,uidaw Tualo padi sponge fous Lolsog a set aomutaepee ‘nd ; 
ak beklowsn press tide we tt .0On OgaD on be ask pment 20 i 
xercek gee mis sat sean: gel ey wakort PRAl Suaceod old one lasts 7 
ait BO Byer fms Jayeo auarens eed aaah want ot Laue sem # Shug : 
eran ON CUR LE ned? aed ser ei coupes cule Gediwws peut - 
ootigisg aheiine 2 ,eiiet Levodalies ome walk SE NOOR ES mach _ 


ied on Sel sepals edd BP qaeule ed ooow euonageiy, bes -ectt ‘te 
* eacogan Lakaed Bread ORE hehiveny-wemiigus 2h 

CLE odd 1 ora Feedioae ane dadtgeot cad ed mohdtter at o> 
erkizdeash, Su Racwes wh Dh ethene yay A ae ane iA 

‘Raw rye 20 dostas aGl aah godt aie mate reed. oven 
anal don sud: 4 apnkeee: waaay e*eoyosis Sid Sea: Medanaco: ci 
20 bboy ear alee sanellob welew? node ime wot RAO. wret —_ 


OB cag quince fund godat 
aC SHEL oe 

Wt eb ae 
Toe ey eee a cody it 


120 


tion, equal to elakt per cent of the death benefit, was to be paid 
for lite.-* 

The provisions of the 1911 Workuen’s Compensation lew vere 
nominally elective for some employers, but compulsory for a few 
occupations and industries. Unless nobice was given te the con 
trary, however, a1. employers and employees were assumed to con 
under the act. Muployers refusing to abide by the law were denied 
the usual defenses they used in court when lay sulia.were brought 
agalust them, but employees were denied the right to recover 
damages by suit, except when injury resulted from the intentional 
omission of safety equipment which should have been provided by 
the employer .35 

in order to guerantee payment of compensation under the act, 
employers could inswre themselves. This insurence was not com- 
pulsory, according to the law, but the injured employee had first 
claim agalast an employer's property end other assets if insurance 
wes not carried.3* 

There was uo board or other administrative body created to 
enforce this Jaw, so in the beginning the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
was in charge of the administrative functions, while disputes were 
handied through arbitration or recourse to the courts. In 1913, 
however, the General Assembly passed an ameudment to the law which 
established a three man non-political body calied the Industrial. 
Board. This board, appointed by the governor for six years, was 


Becker, Labor Leg isistion ; YP» 455.462, 
33 Thid., pp. 4554k62. 
3* Thid., pps 455=N62. 
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responsible for sdwinistering the law.>? 

Beginning in 1915, the Industrial Board asked that representa- 
tives of the employers and the employecs come to a joint agreement 
concerning amendments to the 1911 lav. This was agreeable to 
organized labor, end between 1915 and 1923, 211 amendments sub- 
mitted to the General Assembly were decided upon in advance. 

In 1915, the agreed euondments increased the amounts payable 
@$ compensation in some areas of the lav, and changed some of the 
procedures for settling claims. Walker told the IPL convention 
delegates that, while these amendments fell short of what organized 
lsbor wanted, the wisest course was to accept the improvements 
made possible by the joint agreement. He wes “thoroughly con- 
vineed there would have been no progress made if such an arrange- 
ment had not been schteved. "36 

In 1917, when the United States Supreme Court upheld the 
econstitutionality of a New York compulsory compensation law, the 
joint committee of employers and employees, called together by the 
Industrial Board, agreed upon e similar measure ané introduced it 
into the General Assembly. The scope of the 1911 law was not 
chenged by this amendment, but the law's provisions were made to 
apply automatically to all employers and employees. Governor 
Lowden supported the bill, and it was passed into lew. Walker 
Claimed, "This 1s the second step towards providing edequate 


3° Becker, Labor Legislation, p. 463. 
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protection for men aad their families in the event of injury or 
death, «.+0."9! 

In 1919 and 1921, enendments were made to the 1911 law which 
sutended the coupeasstion “alerts end insured wore success in ad- 
uinistering it.>° There were no major changes wade, however, auc 
the employers’ representatives ot the joint conferences became 
nore and more reluctant to concede to organized labor's demands. 
To 1921, Walker reported to the delegates st the LVL convention 
thet, "year by year our experiences in attempting to make reason~ 
able progress under the coupensation law by joint conferences: 
have been getting more end more difficult, disagresable snd une 
certain. » .."99 For this reason, Walker and other labor leaders 
began questioning the usefulness of such a method, and finally 
dscided to introduce bills which bad the support of labor elone. 


In 1923, @ bill was introduced by Representative Reuben 


Soderstrom of Streator, Illinois, “> 


which extended the compensa~ 
%ion daw by adding, to the list of hazardous industries, by ex- 
tending the act to include employees injured outside of Illinois 
42 the employer resided in the state, and by providing for in- 


creases in compensation payments. This bill was passed by the 


ai Thirty-fifth Annual Convention ae » IFfL, October 15- 


yo Joliet, aa pp. 5 ‘Hereafter cited es 
38 Beckner, Taber lagiaiation, pp. 464-167. 
3° qnirtyeninth Annual Convention , IL, October 17- 
@2, 1921, Aurore, Illinois, p. reafter cited as 


became President of the IFL in 1930, when Walker 
resigned to become secrstery of the UMWA Reorganized. 
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House of Representatives, but the Senate comuibtee to which it 

wag referred never convened and the amendment was mens When 

the 1925 session of the General Assembly convened, a bill contain. 
a 
ers and organized lsbor, oml passed with practically no opposition. 
Again in 1927 an@ 1929, amendments were aided to the law making it 
nore effective. 

Although the Workmen's Compensation law of 1929 was more 
substantial and comprehensive than the original law, it is doubtful 
that Walker was entirely satisfied with it. In 1927, for example, 
when he spoke before the convention of the American Association 
for Labor Legislation, Walker claimed that a better system of 
compensation should be developed by state legislatures in order 
to reduce to a minimm the economic suffering of those injured 
while working. He was certain that stricter compensation laws 
with higher benefits for the injured employes would help to make 
the employer more avare that safety should be his major eeneebas” 

One of Walker's major responsibiliticss as President of the 
TFL was to promote legislation insuring the legal stetus of trade 
unions, He considered it very important, therefore, that some 
kind of lew was passed to insure that injunctions by courts would 
be Limited to a ddl In many cases, one of the most 


powerful weapons thet employers had against labor unions was the 


aaa rabid 
Beckner, Labor 


"3 Mid, p. 469. 
4b TFL News letter, January 29, 1927, pp. 1-2. 
45 Becker, labor Legislation, p. 54. 


legislation, pp. 463-469. 
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injunction, and too frequently, it seemed to labor leaders, 
employers used this method of ending strikes or boycotts. For 
twelve years, from 1913 to 1925, Walker sought passage of an 
injunection+limitation bill favored by organized labor in Illinois. 
When it was finally enacted into law, he considered this his 
greatest legislative achievement. 

An injunction is a restraining order issued by courts pro- 
hibiting certain persons from doing or requiring them to do 
specified acts. In the case of labor unions, injumctions were 
issued to prevent irreparable injury to property rights, silace 
some judges felt that strikes or boycotts could result in such 
damage to an employer. Puaishment for violation of aa injunction 
was brought about by contempt proceedings by the court issuing 
the injunction, and could be such fine and inprisonment as the 
eourt wished to impose. In the case of such proceedings, de-. 
fendents were not allowed to have a jury trial. 

The use of the injunction in industriel disputes apparently 
originated in England. One of the earliest known cases where an 
injunction ves used against workers oecurred in this country in 
the early 1600's. In this case, the plaiatiff asked that the 
" Pefendents., . . be restrained from printing or publishing eny 
placards. . . whereby the property of the plaintiffs, or their 
business, might be damnified.' nt The request to the court was 
made because the workmen had printed signs while they vere out 
on strike. : . 


46 Felix Frankfurter, The Labor Injunction (Gloucester, Massachusetts; 
P. Smith, 1963), p. 20. 
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Injunctions were issued in. Lliinois in coaneection with labor 
disputes as eerly as ides The injunetion problem was not 
serious in the state, however, until after the famous Debs in- 
junction was issued by a federal court in 1694, during the Pullman 
strike. The issuance of this injunction was the cue to employers 
to start appealing to the courts-for restraining orders whenever 
they became involved in a strike or et 

In 1908, two injunctions were issued against Walker and other 
District 12, WWA, officials as a result of strikes being called, 
Walker indicated why he was opposed to injmetions when he pointed 
out to the delegates at the 1909 convention of District 12 that, 
"In both injunctions cited. . . the right to free speech and free 
presse is absolutely prohibited, notwithstanding the fact that 
the fundamental lews of aw country guarantee them to every citizen 
ia our re fhere was very little Walker could do about the 
use of the injunction, however, until he became President of the 
IFL, 

Officials of the IFL began introducing injunction-limitation 
bills into the General Assembly as early as 1901, and the “fight 
for bills of this nature became a regular feature of legislative 
sessions in Tiinois.””” When Welker entered office, he assumed this 
responsibility, end expanded the publicity campaign for the bill. 
In 1915, the IFL called a special conference in Springfield, Illinois 
to arouse support for an iajuaction-linitation bill patterned after 
the Clayton Act of 1914. The conference was attended by 1046 


a7 Beckner, Labor legislation, p. 43. 
46 Tbid., p. 46, 

District 12, UMWA, Proceedings, 1909, p. 22. 
20 Beckner, Labor legislation, p. 53. 
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delegates from all parts of Illinois, but this show of strength 
failed to convinee the General Assembly that it should act on 
the measure.’ 
In April, 1916, @ similar conference was called to meet in’ 
Chicago in May." According to a report in the IFL Weekly News 
Letter, "The conference was decided upon after a consultation 
vetween President Walker of the State Federation and President 
Gompers of the American Federation of Labor."73 A aumber. of 
officers of international unions having headquarters in Illinois, 
as well as many local officials, attended the conference. President 
Gompers was the keynote speaker for the one day session. Walker 
was hopeful that thisikind of conference would secure the passage 
of the injunction-limitation bill by the next General Assembly, 
but this hope was in vain.?* 
In the fall of 1916, with the state elections close at hand, 
the IFL attempted to obtain the views of candidates for the Gen- 
eral Assembly regarding the injunction-limitation bill. Victor 
Olander sent out a letter to all candidates asking them for their 


opinion of the bili, and later publicized the answers in the 


91 Beckner, Labor legislation, p. 54. 

52 Thirty-fourth Annual Convention Proceedings, IFL, October 16- 
20, 1916, Quincy, Illinois, pp. 95, (Hereafter cited as IFL, 
Proceedings, 1916.) 

53 IFL News letter, April 29, 1916, p. 1. 

54 th4d., ps ls This article stated, "It is the opinion of the 
Federation officials,. . «, that by a conserted and systematic 
effort on the part of the labor movement in this state, be- 
ginning imuediately with a publicity campaign ... ., it will 
be possible to secure the enactment of an effective anti-in- 
junction bill at the next session of the Illinois Legislature." 


59 I¥L News letter, September 2, 1916, p. 3. 
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TFL Weekly News letter. It was hoped that this type of pressure 
would lead to enactment of the bil1, but again the 1917 General 
Assembly failed to pass it. 

In part, the expanded publicity campaign for the injunction- 
limitation bill wes started by the IFL officials because an une). 
usually — number of injmetions were being issued between 1915 

and 1927, The var in Burope vas stimilating industry in Minis, 
end unions were taking sdvaxtage of the period of prosperty to 
demand higher wages and more benefits. Injunctions against strikes 
were impeding this progress, however, ang Walker was upset that 
this showla happen.9© since the General Assenbly would not enact 
& law to help the unions, the IL, in conjunction with the Chicago 
Federation of Lebor, (CFL), became determined to provide another 
kind of aid. 

In early 1916, the two federations created a special legal 
department to deal with the injunction problen. Four outstanding 
members of the legal profession, W. B. Rubins, Angus W. Kerr, 
Frank P, Walsh, and Claranee Darrow, were contacted ana went to 
work for orgenized labor on injunction cases. It was agreed by 
all concerned that the IFL and the CFL would pay only what they 
 goala foe the Regal Nelp.OT mnie Adah) Qépartnent served’ the ‘IPL 
end other unions in the state from 1916 to 1921, when it hed to ve 


96 IFL News » September &, 1917, p. 1. Walker was so upset 
that he theve was an “eruy of Hessians under the guise 
of judges . " wuling the courts. These judges "murdered the 


rights of the working people, and made them @ specie of slave 
through the issusnce of ‘despotic edicts’ named injunction writs." 


a7 IfL, Proceedings, 1916, p. 60. 
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Between 1916 and 1920, Walker and other officials of the IFL 
attempted to secure the passage of the injunction-limitation bill 
without success. In March, 1919, just before he left office, Walker 
testified for the bill before a hearing in Springfield.” He also 
made certain that complete reports on the progress of the bilis 
reached all laboring people in the state during each legislative 
session, by publishing news about the bills in the IFL Weekly Hews 
Letter.°? In this way the issue over injunctions was kept before 
the public. 

When the Illinois General Assembly commenced in January, 1921, 
Walker was prepared to see that the injunction-limitation bill 
which had been used in previous sessions was again introduced. A 
problem arose, however, when the United States Supreme Court handed 
down a decision which destroyed the effectiveness of the Clayton 
Act of 1914. ‘The injunction bill proposed by the IFL was based on 
thie ect, and it was necessary to redraft the bill to avoid having 
it meet a similar fate. The work of redrafting was taken over by 
Angus Kerr, Victor Olander, and velker .o2 

The new bill explained specifically what Walker and other 
officials of the labor movement in Illinois wanted as an injunction- 


limitation law. 


50 Trt, Broeeedings, 1921, pp. 58-59. 

2? IE Hews Letter, March 22, 1919, p. 1. 
See IFL Hews letter, March 3, 10, 31, 19173 April 7, 14, 21, 
1917; May 19, 260, 1917; June 2, 9, 16, 1917; February 8, 22, 
19193; April 19, 1919. 


62 Beckner, Labor legislation, pp. 5-55. 
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their econonic gocial conditions, to assert 
their yight to quit work either singly or ia 
concert and to persuade others 60 to do, aad to 


assist each other during industrial disputes by 
the payment of strike benefits and in other ways. 62. 


Of course, the bil forbade any court or judge frou issuing in- 
junetdons which would take avay the above rights. The hope that 
all these rights could be obtained for organized labor was wie 
voaligtie, havever, and the bill was never reported out of _ 
Comittee.©3 he same bili ves introduced in 1923, bub again 4% 
failed to be enacted, 

In January, 1925, a new bill was drafted as a result of an 
Avinzona Supreme Court decision declaring unconstitutional ag anti- 
injunction bill. It was believed that the 1921 bill needed to be 
modified in some respects in order. to survive. When it wea intro- 
duced into the General Asceubly, 4%. met strong opposition from 
the Associated Euployers of Illinois and the Illincls Menufacturers 
Association, ,Walker, Olander, and others testified in favor of the 
bill before the House Coumittes on the Judiciary. This bill was 
favorably reported out of Comittee, before it vas Jefented.°" 

Imediately atter the defeat of the first bill, a new end 
mors modified bill vas prepared by the officers of the. IPL, ead 
submitted to the General Assembly, This bill dealt with the pro- 
blon of injunetions ogainst picketing and steted that: 


Beckner, Labor legislation, ps 556 


8S Thid., p. 95- TFL, Frocwedings, 1922, p. 2. 
6 IPL News letter, February 14, 1925, pp. 1-2, March 14, 1925, p. 1. 


i eT wes Sunksale et wo stud inadta es ? 

od sigoam galway So date, amit terials dorian 
{ as wok woohey soda ine yen doh 86 250 7 

qalamorie. oe Qube taigek bbe Ania i eee 6. - 
meses oF 5 AD Le fee | Swus Odtebewdd. ahodd ie ent 7 
ak a Yoga he an a wegty hep OF Uses when a ‘ 
ad bee ,ob ot Ga axed aheneveg of bee Paeomos J : iu 
. 4. A Baxter ty Rasecdinaiec aaird caivo dope dokean x 

Sayer wedde ou. ons By ates seliniste to Sveryag: wit | a 


. : 
; - i S 
hin &y hess GALE wyphetant 5 ark ers ow, teary ht ea = VM 


wl. -ahoaa see: apbet, 0 ru ss Wasco “Lene ite sem 7 oe 
7 7 
= are 6, 
would sour! oath a wrlyles svete ag sg3aou ss Bina abi. soot > 


anit “seta Se baa 70 an’: Santodo ed bien satate ames us 


Ke dup Pras tr) ae ig 34 ae guy fie ote hase cereal ‘ oksabiiedes ‘ : 
7 
ve clogs vou! .2SOL ab heowboutes ame EL seme ont ty ee) * 
| : a bogs od of Deiket as 
tina ap Sano hdest eer y goteatosd tbdakoot SG ; ceraregse onion 
yi 


ad oF beheen iste EGOS ole fsild hereniod (por HE nihad okeorask 
waittensk eo SE coi 46 rhea o& sebee at de arsegees se oem Os pai 7 7 
mot sokthecos: geouta fees Bi wd nasa Lease aid, dak toms .? 7 
wnwntne! wsdl Skoiki RE ode bow ai brackets Re wreyoiint teiaheoneh a : 
wus Ye. sowed ak Sokttaad arvasive baat ‘sonal inet, Baers 7 7 
eae Lic abe “eosaadoat ‘oad oe ‘eotttas0 cave a cot are is *) t ; 
" pedebats bow a moan soot * fo 9 olor Ee 


a | 


a 


Wo restraining order or injunction shail be granted by 
any court of this state, or by a judge or the judges 
thereof, in any case involving or growing out of a dis- 

concerning terms or conditions of employment, en- 
joining or restraining any person or persons, either 
Singly or in concert, from terminating any relation of 
enpleyment, or from ceasing to perform any work or labor, 
or from perceably and without threats or intimidation re- 
commending, advising, or persuading others so to dos or 
from peaceably and without threats or intimidation being 
upon any public strest, or theroughfcre or highway for 
the purpose of obtaining or commmicating information, 
or to peaceably and without threets of intimidation per- 
guade any person or persons to work or bo abstain fron 
working, or to employ or to cease to employ any party to 
@ labor dispute, or to peaceably and without threats of 
—* recomend, advise, or persuade others so to 
do. 65 


The bili wes favorably reported out of the House Judiciary Comittes, 
passed both houses of the General Assembly and was signed into lew 
by Governor Len Small, 

At the IPL Conventio in 1925, Walker told the delegetes 
that the Injunction~limitation Law hed "already modified the 
attitude of not only the few injunetion judges of this state, 
out that type of judges everywhere else in our country. "OT 
The following year he reported the same thing. 


There has been quite a marked reduction in the number 

of injunctions thet have been issued in Dliinois, for the 
purpose of breaking strikes, since the enactment of our 
injunetion limitation law, as compared with the numiber 
of those orders that heve been issued for that ee in. 
years previous to the enactment of that lav. 


He seemed satisfied that the IfL had achieved its purpose, and 


SF Beckner, Labor Legislation, pp. 51-58. 

$6 te b1th Ge paaeed in te Houde by 0 vos af Fe to 63, and 
in the Senate by a vote of 28 to 17. Becker, labor Legis- 
istion, pp. 5657. 


6T Forte Forty-third Annual Convention Proceedings IPL, Septeaber 
V19, 1925, Cedmpaign-Urbana, Illinois, p. 134. (Here- 
after cited as IFL, Proceedings, 1925.) 


68 IFL, Proceedings, 1926, p. 93. 
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he probably would have disagreed with one historian of the period 
who reported that, "It appears . . . that organized labor has 
gained practically nothing of immediate importance through its 
injunction limitetion law,"©9 | 

Walker's success with the injunction-limitation bill was off- 
set to some extent by the defeat of a number of bills which he 
considered important. Pive of these, a women’s minimum wage bili, 
a women’s eight hour bill, a one day rest in seven bill, an old 
age pension bill, and en anti-yellow dog contract bill reflect 
Walker's trend of thinking regarding legislative matters. These 
bills were designed to improve the economic and social position of 
the working person in society, and it was very easy to speak of 
decency and humanity when referring to then. 

Minimm wage bills for women were introduced into the General 
Assembly each year from 1913 to 1921, with the exception of 1919, 
but none of these bills were ever passed. The Women's Trade Union 
movement considered a bill limiting the number of hours a women 
worked as more important, and the IFL officials followed their 
lead in this matter./° when bills were introduced, however, 
Welker spoke out for them. In 1915, for example, he wrote a 
letter to the members of the legislature which pointed out the 
"serious consequences of the condition that requires women to work 
for less than a living wage... .."'* Accoraing to Welker, such 
conditions caused physical suffering, starvation, dependency on 


69 Beckner, Labor Legislation, pp. 58-59. 
1 mhaa., pp. 130-232. 
™ TPL News letter, May 8, 1915, p. i. 
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charity, @ loss of self respect, and, in many instances, "a life 
of shame", for these women.’ He could not understaad why such a 
bill was not passed, 

Siace the main emphasis of the Women's Trade Unien League was 
on the Bight How bill for women rether than tie winimm wage bill, 
Walker campaigned mowe for this bill, A muber of such bills were 
introduced into the General Assembly, aud he elways made note of 
their progress in his reports to the Ifil conventions. In 1917, 
after the Wosen's Eight Hour bill was defeated, Walker told the 
IPL gonvention deldgates that, 

Every little two by four cress roads grocery wan, 

every little one-horse restaurant keeper, ~ every 

petty business man of the peanut caliber of 211. 

deseriptions woxked night and day, by fair means 

and foal, to preveat the eusctment of this legis- 

lstion. T3 
In 1927, Welker defended the Women's Eight Hour bill in a joint 
session of the House and Senate camittee on Industrial Affairs. 
Hie elted a long let of reasons why the bill should become law 
including the fact that the United States Supreme Court had ruled 
in favor of a tea how lew for health reasons. He pointed out that 
five states had already passed Wonen*s Eight Hour bills, end that 
the trend was toward a forty-eight hour week.!* In closing be 
stated: 


hardly be noticible, but it will not our 
tamnan labor supply, and it will iaprove the health and 
well-being of the mothers of our future AONB oa 0s 


generat 
It will mean a vital influence in the right @irection. 


72 ifL ews latter, May &, 1935, pe “he 

7 TFL, Poogeadings, 1917, vp. 38-39. 

1 TL wows Letter, March 19, 1927, pp. Ise. 
Thid., p. 2. 
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Walker's testimony did not move the Committee and subsequently the 
bill was defeated, 

The passage of legislation providing for one day off a week 
was unsuccessful during Walker's time in office. Several efforts 
were made to secure such legislation, however, Ina 1913, four bilis 
pertaining te this were introduced into the General Assembly. In 
1925, one bill passed the House, but the Senate amended it in such 
a way that the House refused to accept it.!° Walker went before 
the House Committee on Industrial Affairs and Labor in 1921 to 
testify for s similar bili!’ wate was leter defeated. In 1923, 
another bili received support from many sources, but still failed 
to peas. Ag late as 1929, One Day’s Rest in Seven bills were stili 
being introduced without dincuneat” 

The arguments advanced by Walker and others in organized 
iabor, regarding the GQne Day’s Rest in Seven bill, centered around 
the idea thet practically every investigation made indicated that 
the seven day week broke dow the worker’s home life, his health, 
efficieney and ambition, and tended to lower his standard of Living. !7 
The arguments were unsuccessful. 

Walker considered the 014d Age Pension bill just es important 
as tha, One Day's Rest in Seven. This bill became an issue in the 
General Assembly during the 1920's, and organized labor fought to 


nave the bill passed several times, In 1927, for example, two 


of labor's foremost legislators, Senator Willian J, Sneed and 


Beclmer, Labor legislation, p» 106. 

77 ZeL News letter, April 9, 1921, p. 3. 

® qoia., Septenber 7, 1929, p. 4. 
Beckner, Labor Legislation, p. 156. 
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Representative Reuben Soderstrom, introduced Old Age Pension bills 


80 


into their respective chambers.” Walker was on hand to testify 


in favor of the bills. In 1929, a siwilar bill was introduced, 
but never got beyond committee stage.°+ 

The last piece of major legislation which Walker wanted 
passed was an anti-yellow dog contract bill. This bill wes drawa 
up because employers were attempting to stifle the growth of labor 
unions by having workers sign contrects forbidding them to join 
unions. The bili was first introduced into the General Assembly 
in early 1927, and immediately was "regarded as of primary in- 
portance to the working people of the state.”°* 

Before the bill was yeported out of the committee on Industrial 
Affairs, Walker spoke to the group stating: 


This is a bill, as we understand it, that only protects 
the worker in the exercise of a right that everyons agrees 
thet not only the workers have, but that every other citi- 
zen of the nation has ~ that is, to belong to an organi- 
zation composed of those who are associated with hin in 
the same business or endeavor, 83 


85 ret, News letter, May 14, 1927, p. 1. 


Sl Thid., September 7, 1929, p. h. 
IPL News letter, March 26, 1927, p. 1. The text of the bill was 
as follows: 

"Be in enacted by the People of the State of Tllinois repre- 
sented in the General Assembly: 

Section 1. Every undertaking or promise hereafter made, 
whether written or oral, express or implied, constituting, or 
contained in, any contract or agreement of hiring or employ- 
nent between any individual, firm, company, association, or 
corporation, and any employee or prospective employee of the 
same, whereby (2) either party to such contract or agreement 
undertakes or promises not to join, become, or remain, a member 
of eny labor organization or of any organization of employers 
or (b) either party to such contract or agreement undertakes 
or promises that he will withdraw from the employment relation 
in the event that he joins, becomes or remains, a member of any 
labor organization or of any organization of employers, is 
hereby declared to be contrary to public policy and wholly void.” 


83 irl News Letter, April 16, 1927, p. \. 
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Wolkex's hope that the bill would be passed was ended when it 
failed to receive a second reading in the House and was stricken 
from the ealendar by its author, Representative McCaskarin.&* 

In 1929, the Anti-~Yellow Dog contract bill was again intro- 
duced into the General Asseubly, It vas ianediately opposed by 
the employer's groups, the Associeted Raployers of Tliinois and 
the Employer's Association of Chicago, and was eventually defeated 
in committee hemrings.°> Walker was determined that the bill would 
ve passed someday, however, and the IFL Weekly Neve Letter reported 
that, | 

The campaign of the Tllinols State Federation of Labor 

and its associated local wiions, councils, city central 

bodies and state organizations to secure the passage of 

the bill . 4 4 will be continued with the same vigor 

end persistency thet characterized the long struggle 

which restl%ed in the passage of the Illinois Injunction 

limitation law, 96 

Walker feit that his legislative duties incinded opposing 
bills which were harmful to organized lebor as well aa promoting 
bills favorable to lebors In the 1920's, particularly, this 
beceme one of the major legislative purposes of the IFL,°7 ena 
its officers actively sought the defeat of a muamber of bilis, 
ineluding the Turnbaugh Anti-Labor bills of 1921, the 1922 re- 
vised State Constitution, the Constabulary bill, and a bill giving 
certain powers to the state Supreme Court. 
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TEL Hews letter, July 23, 1927, ps 1. 
85 idid,, July 20, 1929, De Ls 
Ibid., ps 1. 5 
IFL News Letter, July 2, 1921, p. 1. ‘The article stated, 
gmised labar in Yllinois, e 8 @y must eo. 6 be con 
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The Turnbaugh Anti-Labor bills, es orgunized labor ealled 
them, were iutroduced into the Senate in March, 1921 by Senator 
John Ds Purnbeughs" me bilis, described by the IFL Weekly News 
letter as “vicious”, were designed to linit strike activities 
enti: Windnn taedp wnddinn) inenedn dys One of the bills carefully 
set down a number of legel prerequisites which unions had to 
abide by before they could omer strikes, A second bill made it 
unilavful for any person to interveng between on employer and 4 
worlmen in order to indace the worker to leave his job. A third 
bill provided that all unincorporated and volmtary essoclations 
could be sued in the name of the organizatiion.°? The IFL Weekly 
Hews letter carried a full summary of each of the bills so that 
trade unionists would understand why each should be defeated. 
When the measures failed to pass, credit for their defeat was 
given to Walker.?° 

In 1922, when the new state constitution was proposed, the 
I¥L made a careful study of the document and decided that sous of 
the changes gave impressive powers to labor's enemies. Walker 
tummed the task of making this study over to Victor Olander aad 
Angus Kerr. In October, 1922, at the Annual Convention of the 
IfL, Olander reported to the delegates, 

It wili be quite clear to ali who read the proposed new 

constitution, . . ., thet the Constitutional Convention 

has, in effect, recommended a return to the ancient 
practice of government by persons as opposed to government 
by law. Judicial mandate will, in a very large measure, 


supercede legislative enactment as a law making force in 
Tilineis ifthe new Comstitution is retified. Gi 


= iFL News News Let Faovnc ddan April 2, 1921, DP. Are 
Heit, & PP» omg: 
Pes. 3 duly By 1921, Pe de 
eth Annual Convention Proceedings, IFL, October 16-22, 
ty Rockford, Iliinois, p. 169. (Hereafter cited as IPL, 


Zroqeedings, 1922.) 
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Because of their findings, the officers of the federation began a 
systematic campaiga to help defeat the constitubioa, which vas 
scheduled to be voted on December 12, 1922.7 

In the Hovenber 4, 1922 issue of the IFL Weekly News Letter, 
an article wes published stating thet the proposed Constitution 
wold wade enactment of the initiative and veferendun forever 
impossible. On November 11, 1922, Olander axgued in the News 
letter thet the proposed Constitution violated the United States 
Bill of Rights, The following week, in the News Letter, he laid 
the blame for giving the Tllinois Supreus Couxt exeessive povers 
in the proposed Constitution atvthe feet of Wall Street, partic- 
vlarly the Ji P. Morgen interests. Oa Deceuber 2, 1922, Walker 
contributed an article to the IFL News Letter entitled, “Tricking 
the Parmer". In this plece, he blamed the covporation lawyers 


Low many of the articles in the proposed Constitution relating 
to the agricultural interests and claimed that the farmers would 
cutter rather than benefit if the proposed constitution wes passed.”9 
Other labor papers also voiced criticism about the proposed 
constitution, The Illinois Miner stated thet the 1922 Constitution 
did not give hone rule to cities, and that it curteiled the privi- 
lege of habeus covpus by vithdreving the rigut of pai?” It 
listed seventeen other reasons why the proposed Constitution should 
be cefented. 
In a special general election on December 12, 1922, the people 
of Tllinois voted not to accept the proposed Constitution. IPL 


92 iw Bows latter, November 11, 1922, p. 1. 
9 yoid., November 4, 21, 17, 1922; Decewber 2, 1922. 
9 Phe Illinois Miner, Deceuber 9, 1922, p. 1. 
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officials claimed the defeat was made possible by their continued 
efforts to see that laboriag people and the general public under- 
stood exactly why the new Constitution would aot serve them well. 
Aceording to an article by Olander, the action of the IPL convention 
and the respouse of local unions to the call. of this convention 
was the major factor in the constitution's defeat.2? Walker 
claimed the same thing. He told the 1923 IPL convention delegates 
that, "We led the way and we furnished the information to practi- 
cally every other influence that was fighting the proposed con 
stitution to enable them to make their vark effective." 

While most bills that organized labor opposed vere intro- 
duced into the General Assembly only once, the Constabulary bill, 
which proposed creating a state police force, was & measure which 
Welker coutinually fought while he was President of the TfL. His 
opposition to this bill was fostered by a deep suspicion that such 
® bill would inevitably result in such a police forse being used 
to coerce strikers and break up strike demonstrations. Whenever 
he testified against the bill, Walker cited examples from other 
stebes where a state police force was used for juss this purpose.7! 
For this reason, Walker was certain the bill was unamerican and 
undemocratic in spirit, and often referred to the Pennsylvania 
State Police force ad the "Cossacks”.99 


A bill to crestea state police force was introduced into 


95 IfL News Letter, December 16, 1922, p. 1. 


The iitinols Miner, September 6, 1923 » pe Be 
97 Pennsylvenia snd West Virginia were two states Walker referred 
_ to when he argued against this bill. IFL News letter, March 6, 
93 29392 PP. 123 March 12, 1921, p. 3. —_ 
IPL News letter, March 5, 1919, pp. 1-2. 
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every session of the General Assembly during the 1920's. Each 
time such e bill appeared, Walker personally advocated its defeat. 
He weote numerous articles for the IFl, Weekly News letter, and 
made certain that other labor papers received copies for print. 
His arguments against the bill became sophisticated after a time, 
as when he pointed out thet jealousies would develop between local 
authorities end the State Police if such e force was created.” 

Welker also testified againet the bills at hearings. In 
April, 1927, he appeared before the Senate Comittee on Comunity 
Welfexe and the House Comalttee on Military Affairs to oppose the 
bill, In his argument, he indicated his deep faith in the demo- 
cratic process by stating, 

We are in favor of maintaining the fundamental 

American form of government laid dawn by the fore- 

fathers. We believe in the honesty, integrity and 

intelligence of the American men and women who make 

up the citizenship of our state. We are opposed to 

the importation of a foreign military police into our 

state. We believe we should continue to police our 

wncommmities during peace times from amongst our- 

selves by people we know. In that way we can maintain 

our democracy and protect ourselves. 100 

In 1929, organized jebor in Illinois indicated it was in- 
terested in preserving democratic procedures in another way. In 
the legislative sessioa of thet year, companion bills appeared in 
the House and Senate which would have transferred powers to the 
Supreme Court of Illinois which were normally exercised by the 
legislature. These powers included making rules of pleading, 
practice, and procedure in courts of record in IdMnois. Walker 
felt these bills were dangerous because they gave the Supreme Court 


99 ths New Majority, February 10, 1923, pp. 1-2. 
1OU Trt, News letter, April 30, 1927, pp. 1-2. 
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authority to prevent defendents from carrying law suits to the 
United States Supreme Court by charging excessive court expenses. ~°* 
He worked to see that these bilis were defeated, therefore, and 
was reworded when the bills failed to pasa. 

Walker's wide range of interests in lebor legislation made 
it mandatory thet some kind of orgasizetion be formed to co-ordin-~ 
ate tho many legislative activities. It was impossible for oe 
man to assum the sole responsibility for making all the decisions. 
In order to serve the interests of the various unions in the state, 
therefore, the IFL crested the Joint Labor legislative Board. The 
aim end purpose of this board, according to Welker, was to develop 
a strong influence in Illinois politics for the different unions. 
With the advice of this board, the federation could function as 
@ lever in obtaining 2 political and legislative program favorable 
0 organized labor in Illinois. | 


IFL News letter, Pebruary 23, 1929, p. 1. 
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We TPL, Proceedings, 1924, pp. 118-119. 
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CHAPTER VI 


JOHN H. WALKER IN TLLDIOIS POLITICS 
1905: + 1928 


Joha H. Walker's attiide toward organized labor partici 
puting in politics was influenced > in part, by Samuel Gonpars ' 
poliedes tovand politics. Goupers believed that the American 
Federation of Labor, (APL), and its effilisted state and local 
orgeatastions should remain non-partisan toward political candi~ 
aetes. In this way, it could support those who were friendly to 
labor and oppose those vho were unfriendly. Gompers was against 
any type of party being formed by labor, since he felt this 
weakened labor's power ané often helped to elect its enemies. He 
wes algo against any alliance with a thixd party, and against 
blanket cadoveumate for members of any party. For Gompers, the 
oly policy was cndersement for those whe supported lebor, and 
opposition against those who did not.~ 

Walker felt that Gompers' approach to politics was one means 
of political action for trade unionists in Tliinois, but his ideal 
istic and progressive nature allowed him to explore other avenues 
of approach to the problem. Walker firmly believed in the Social~ 
ist Party's doctrines, and was a member between 1900 and 1916. In 


1 gtaley, IFL, pp. 371-372. 
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1918, he helped to form the Labor Party of Illinois. In 1920, he 
yaa for Governor of Illinois on the Farmer-Labor ticket. These 
activities were the natural result of the ides that organized 
labor could reach ite legislative goals only if it elected men 
synipathetice to such goals. 

Walker's association with the Socialist Party, while he was 
President of District 12, was based on his belief that menubers of 
this paxty were the best spokesmen for organized labor and the 
working people. At the turn of the century, socialist leaders 
recognized that theix party appealed mainly to the vorking people 
of the country. They elso mew that the most effective means of 
action by the working people was expressed through the trade union 
movement. One of their chief efforts, therefore, was to influence 
labor unions to beeone a part of the Socialist Party.* while 
they were not very successful in achieving this aim, their espousal 
of political power for labor unions and working people influenced 
Walker to support the Socialist Party in Illinois. 

The democratic organization of the Socialist Party aizo 
appealed to Walker. The party recognized the states as che key 
units in the structure of its organization. Walker was active 
at the state level in organized labor, and found it convenient to 
work with the Socialist Party of Illinois. National activities 


2 
Thomas H. Greer, Amevican Social Reform Movements; Their Patterns 
Since 186 (New York? Pre fork: Prentice Hall, 19040), p. — (Hereafter 
Cited ag Bong Refora Movements. ) 
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of the Socialist Party were co-ordinated and planned at ennual 
national conventions of delegates from the various states. These 
conventions were organized in the most democratic manner, pere 
mitting the delegates themselves to elect a chairman and all regue- 
las committees. Between conventions, adainistrative authority was 
vested in a national comnittes, composed of one member from each 
state, but all acts of this body were subject to a referepdum vote 
vy the entire membership.” These safeguards against centralization 
of authority appealed to Walker. 

Walker was active in forming a close bond between the Social- 
ist Party in Illinois and District 12, United Mine Workers of 
Awerica, (UMWA), in a number of ways. He rau for political office 
on the Socialist ticket at least twice while he held office in the 
miners’ organization. He worked to gain recognition for the Social- 
ist Party's political activities at conventions, and he continually 
spoke of socialist political principles to other trade unionists. 

In 1904, while he was Vice-president of District 12, Walker 
opposed Charles A. Alien for a seat as a representative in the 
General Assembly. Allen defeated Walker, who ran on the Socialist 
ticket, 20,675 to 2,534. In 1906, Walker was again # candidate 
Sor the Socialist Party and ran for Congress against Joseph G. 
Cannon. Cannon won this election, 20,004 to 1,550? 

In 1906, Walker appointed a committee for political action 
whieh was asked to make recommendations regarding the political 


activities of the Ristrict. The following year, this comaittee 


3 Greer, Reform Movements, p» 49. 

' Blue Book of the State of Illinois (Springfield, Illinois: James A. 

. Rose, Secretary of State, 1905), p. 646. 

? Blue Book of the State of Illinois (Springfield, Illinois: James A. 
‘Rose, secretary of Stave, TOOT), p. 631. 
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submitted a resolution to the District 12 annual convention which 
clearly indicated that they wanted the District aligned with the 
Socilelist Party. The resolution stated: 


Be it resolved, that no campaign expenses be paid out 
of the District Treasury unless the candidate is « 
menber of the United Mine Workers of America and stands 
for all working class principles. Same to be subject ' 
to the approval of the District Executive Board, and 
no political candidate shall receive any assistance, 
financial, or moral, until he shell have signed a 
resignation with the date blank, which resigaation 
shall be filed with the District Secretary and in the 
event of disloyalty to the interests of the 
cless the Secretary-treasurer shall date the vesig- 
nation on file and file it with the proper authorities 
and have him rewoved from office. 

and presented to this convention by the 
Comittee on Political Action. 


W. T. Haywood 
Chairman 

James Lord 

fon Snith 

fT, R. Devis 


June Crendali. 
Secretary 


A great deal of debate occurred when this resolution was introduced. ! 
The term “all, working class wilneiuten” wows some leaders in the 
district, who argued that 1¢ favored candidates on the Socialist 
ticket, Walker declared,"I cannot imagine how any unpre judiced 
member could find any reagon to bias him one wey o the other be- 
cause of the phrase used in thet resolution." The debate con- 
timed, however, until the new resolution was defeated. 

Walker wes active in promoting docialaes political princi- 
plies within the district organization. Since the Socialist Party 


G District 12, WA, Proceedings, 1909, p. 11. 
T Moia., pp. 181-222, 
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was active at the comity level in politics, Walker advocated 
this policy. In 1912, he told delegates at the District con- 
vention that, 

I believe . . . that the political organizations of the 

workers should begin with the government of the commmity 

in which they live, If control of even the village or 
mumicipality is in the hands of the workers, then in the 
event of trable, or the desire to have legislation en- 
acted in their interests, they will find things altogether 
different to what it is when the employers or business 

interests ere in control, 9 
Walker attempted to follow this policy by @Rdorsing socialists 
running for state and local offices. There was little chance 
that any of these candidates would win, however, and Walker grew 
less and less optimistic about the eheaces of the party's success. 
By 1915, he felt that the Socialist Party wae not helping the 
trade union movement to achieve its eims.*° when the national 
elections were held in 1916, therefore, Walker abendoued his 
alliance with the socialists in Illinois in order to support 
Woodrow Wilson and ‘the Denooratic party. 

There were a number of reasons why Walker supported Wilson 
in 1916, Early in his first administretion ; Wilson indieated taat 
he was sympathetic to organized labor by appointing Willian Bi 
Wilson, eater hag. tani pete of the United Mine Workers > a8 the 
fizet Secretary of labor and gave him a cabinet post. "ie alee 
managed to see that organized labor ves given sue legitimacy 
by supporting the passage of the Clayton Actof 1914. This lew, 


although it contained nothing of practical impdbteive for trade 


Spistrict 12, WHA, Proceedings, 1909, p. 29. 
10ypy, Jews letter, July 17, 1915, pp. 1-2. 
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unions, announced that labor was not a commodity and declared that 
unions were not conspiracies in restraint of trade. The national 
recognition of organized labor and their apparent deliverance frou 
the courts was a sign to Walker that trade unions were at last 
gaining @ place in society. What the Socialist Party was attempting 
to achieve, the Democratic party was achieving. 

Qa the eve of the 1916 elections, Walker called for trade 
unionists in DLlinois to put their political preferences benind 
them, and unite in working to re-elect Wilson. He pointed out 
that the Executive Board of the IfL, as a body, was endorsing 
Wilson, regardless of the “political leanings” of the individual 


members.” 


He also stated that Wilson's opponent, Cherles Evans 
Hughes, was one of organized labor's enemies, and that bis election 
would wean a sete-back for orgeuized lebor, Walker hoped that every 
trade unionist in Tilinois would investigate the facts and then 
vote according to his conscience. 

In the 1916 rece for Governor of Illinois, Walker favored the 
re-election of Governor Edward Dunne. He gave his support to Dunne 
because he had helped to secure a mumber of laws favorable to 
organized labor, ** and beceuse Danne's opponent, Frank 0. Lowden, 
was apparently unsympathetic te lebor. Lowden had allegedly 
supported George M. Pullmen during the Pullman strike of 1894, and 
was the “tool” of the Chicago business interests. 1 The assurances 


11 TFL News letter, October 23, 1916, pp. 1-3. 
42 Thidsy pe 1. 

13 Ihid., pp. 23. 

Ls me Labor Leader, Novenber 2, 1916, pp. 1-3. 
15 Hutchinson, Lowden of Illinois, p. 269. 
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of Lowden's supporters that these charges were untrue were not 
enough for Walker. 

When the Republican primaries occurred in September, 1916, 
Walker supported Prank lL. Smith as the Republican candidate for 
governor 8 The reason for this was obvious. It was hoped that 
Smith, who seemed favorable to organized labor, would gain the 
Republican nomination, while Duane reesived the Democratic nomi~ 
nation. In this way, either candidate would be favorable to 
orgenized labor. 

As the Wovenber elections approached, the IFL stepped up its 
support for Dunne and increased its opposition to Lowden. Campaign 
funds were ased to place full page advertisenents in city news- 
papers. Lowden and Hughes were abtecked because they vere "candi- 
dates of the predatory interests that live by exploitation of the 
people,™“7 manne and Wilson were praised as representing "the 
spirit of the times."18 men election dey arrived, hovever, organ 
ized labor found that its efforts to defeat Lowden were not enough. 
While Wilson won re-election, Governor Dine was defeated by nearly 
150,000 votes."? 3 

Walker's fear thet Lowden would be against organized labor in 
TlMineis was unfounded. Lowden worked hard to keep peace between 
organized labor end the employers. He campaigned in the General 
Asaeubly for some of the bills which the IPL ond Walker favored, 
and made certain the union leaders were given their share of re- 


16 : 
Hutchinson, Lowden of Illinois, p. 283. 


17 Illinois State Register, November 4, 1916, p. 1. 
18 ibid. , Pe be 
19 Hutchinson, Lowden of Illinois, p. 291. 
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sponsibilities during World Wer I. It was still apparent to Welker 
and others in the lebor movement, hovever, that many politicians 
male promises that they did not keep regarding labor legislation, 
beeause of its failure to be passed. The need for an independent 
labor movement, based on a political party dedicated to labor's 
interests, was thought to be the answer to this problen.@9 

On October 6, 1918, the Chicago Federation of Labor, (CFL), 
in conjmetion with the Cook County Labor Party took the first step 
toward forming such a party when it requested Walker to call a con- 
vention to consider the matter.*+ at the annual convention of the 
state federation, this request was agreed upon, provided that a 
referendum vote by the rank and file indicated that a majority 
of the trade unionists in the state were in fevor of forming a 
labor perty, This referendum was held end a majority accepted 
the proposal. The IFL issued a call for a state convention, there. 
fore, which was scheduled to meet on April 10, 1919. On that 
date 611 delegates assembled to organize the Labor Party of Illinois. 
A coustitution was adopted and a platform was drawn up to emphasive 
the party's demands.*3 In game, 1919, the Cook County Lebor Party 
and the Labor Party of Illinois met to consider the formation of 
@ national Laber Party, and a conference was called to consider 
this in August, 1919. fhe conference was so small, however, that 


26 Thirty-eighth Annual Convention : » IFL, October 18- 
23, 1920, Galesburg, Illinois, pp. 13-15. (Hereafter cited as 
IL, x 1920.) 

@1 gteley; IFL, p. 362. 

Ibid., Ds 363. 


Tbid., pe 365) IFL News Letter, April 26, 1919, pp. 2-3. see 
Appendix D for the Full text of the platforn. 
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another meeting vas scheduled for December, 1919," 

On December 22, 1919, more than twelve hundred delegates fron 
thirtyeseven stetes and the District of Colhwbia met and formed 
the. Jahon Party..of. the, Uaited, States, Walker, who hed been absent 
Curing the sumer of 1919, was appointed permanent Vice-cheirman. 
The party platform was patterned after the platform of the Labor 
Party of Illinois, except that it was broader in the number of 
subjects if covered. 

The creation of the national Labor Party was a sign for 
Gompers and other couservative members of the AFL to begin to teke 
steps counteracting the growing influence of the party. A national ' 
Non-Partisan Campaign Committee was formed and vequested that local 
and state organizations form nonepartisan committees on political 
action. Labor newspapers were requested to help aad information 
regarding the success of non-partisan campaigns vas sent to many 
locais.*° In answer to this campaign, the IFL News Letter announced: 


in Dllinois the organized labor movement has declared 
itself as of the opinion that the proposed ends mey be best 
attained through the medium of the Lebor Party. Other states 
have teken similar action. The development of a spirit of 
antagonism between those whe favor action through the Labor 
Party and those who believe that the A. F. of L. declaration 
is not favereble to the growth of such a party, ean only re- 
sult in making a successful political campaign very difficult, 
if not nearly impossible, ia some parts of the country. The 
enti-labor forces know this and are now endeavoring to mis- 
construe the position of both the American Federation of 
labor and the Labor Party. The trade unionists of Illinois 
will not permit themselves to be misled, however, end will 
remain steadfast in their adherence to both the A. F. of Le 
and the Labor Party. 27 


al Staley, IFL, ps 370. 


25 Ibid., p. 370» 
Ibid., pp. 371-372. 
TEL News letter, February 21, 1920, p. 3. 
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Tals promise was kept although Gompers managed to “draw away in- 
fluentiel. local labor men from the Labor party.”@° 

Qa dime 4 and 5, 1920, the Labor Party of Illinois held its 
second annual convention in Springfield, Illinois. This convention 
nominated a state ticket for the Movember elections. Walker was 
chesen to be a candidate for governor, and a number of other local 
leaders were placed on the ballot for other offices. A new plat- 
form wae adopted which placed "labor above property;. . «', declared 
that working people had the right to “orgenize in trade and lebor 
wunionus;. . »", and proposed "guarantees to safeguard the Liberties 
of the working people .. 009 This convention did not have as 
larg: & mumber of delegates attending it, and seemed to have lost 
some of ite support due to Gompers' attitude toward the Labor Party.2° 

At the national convention of the Labor Party, later in the 
year, the influence of Goupers’ conservative policies was especially 
felt. "The Illinois delegation, instead of representing 241 Local 
uadens end 16 cantral bodies as it had the year before, now repre- 
sented 171 local unions and 2 central vodies."3+ fo offeset this 
influence, delegates to the convention agreed to join with several 
farmer's groups, the Non-~Partisan League, and the Comaittee of 
Forty-eight, when these groups requested that they be allowed to 
attend the convention.”- The delegates agreed to change the party's 


Staley, SFL, p- 372. 
29 TFL News letter, June 2, 1920, p. 1. 
3° Staley, IFL, p. 373. 
3 thid., pp. 3734374. 
TEL Hows letter, July 24, 1920, pp. 1-2. 
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name to FarmereLabor Party, and attempts were made to gain Senator 
Robert M. laFollette’s consent to run for President on their tieket.-> 
When LaFollette refused the nomination, Parley Christensen and Max 
Hayes were chosen as the Presidential and Vice-presidential candi- 
dates." to oppose James M. Cox, former progressive governor of 

Ohio, and Warren G. Harding, the candidate who advocated a return 

to “normalcy”. 

Oa the state level, Wolker was running ageinst Len Suall, 
the Republican candidate, and James H. lewis, former United States 
Senator and Democratic candidate.®? Walker began his officiel 
campaign oa August 22, 1920 at the first annual Farwer-labor Party 
pienie.3© after that, requests that he speak arrived daily at his 
Chicago campaign headquarters, and Vietor Olander had to be ape >. 
pointed his campaign nameger.3? 

In late Septesber, 1922, Walker spoke in Bloomington, Illinois 
where he attracted much larger crowds than anticipated. During his 
speech, he indicated the major theme of his campaign when he stated: 

Yhe progran of elther of the old political parties means 

a continuation of the present system of profiteering and 

exploitation of all the peoples of the earth. Indeed, ve 

could not expect otherwise, when both the Democrat and 

Republican parties are owed, controlled and doninated 

by the profiteers. 38 
In other campaign speeches, Walker attacked the activities of 
Attorney-General Palmer aad goveraomental repression of the mine 
SSrpL, neve letter, July 24, 1920, p. 1. 


id., Dp. i. 
3Iliinois State Register, November 2, 1920, p. 1. 
New Majority, August 21, 1920, p. 3. 
3itpid., October 23, 1920, p. 63 Staley, IPL, p. 375. 
ane Rew Majority, October 9, 1920, p. 7. 
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of the Socialist Party were co-ordinated and planned at annual 
national conventions of delegates fron the varlous states. These 
couventions were organized in the most democratic manner, per~ 
mitting the delegates themselves to elect a chairmen and all regu- 
lar committees. Botween conventions, administrative authority was 
vested in | national committee, composed of one mewber from each 
state, but all acts of this body were subject to a referendum vote 
by the entire menbership.? These sefeguards agoinst centralization 
of authority appealed to Walker. 

Walker was active in forming a close bond between the Social- 
ist Party in Dllinois and District 12, United Mine Workers of 
Anerica, (UMWA), in a mumber of ways. He ren for political office 
om the Socialist ticket at least twice while he held office in the 
miners* orgenizetion. He worked to gain recoguition for the Social- 
ist Party's political activities at conventions, and he continually 
spoke of socialist political principles to other trade unionists. 

In 1904, while he vas Vice-president of District 12, Walzer 
opposed Charles A. Allen for @ seat as a representative in the 
General Assembly. Allen defeated Walker, who ran an the Socialist 
ticket, 20,6754 to 2,534. In 1906, Walker was again @ candidate 
for the Secialist Party and ren for Congress against Joseph G. 
Cannon. Cannon won this election, 20,804 to 1,551.7 

In 1908, Walker appointed a committee for political action 
which was asked to make recomendations regarding the political 
activities of the District. The following year, this comnittes 


: Greer , Reform Movements, p. 49. 
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strike of 1919 under the war-time Lever Act.2? 

Walker had the complete support of the IFL during his campaign. 
The Executive Board members of the federation formed a Walker for 
Governor State Campaign Committee, and the IFL urged everyone eon- 
nected with its affiliated organizations to work toward electing 
Walker, “regardless of differences that may exist regarding other 
candidates or questions." Trade unionists were reminded that 
“Bhe election of John H. Walker for governor of Illinois -- or even 
the polling of a large vote in his favor ~~ will add strength to 
the labor issue . . ." and “improve the chances for favorable 
legislation in the coming session of the State legislature. . .."41 

The hope that Walker and other FarwersLabor Party candidates 
would be elected, or would indicate a ‘huge following by polling a 
large vote, was ended when Harding won in 4 lendslide, Christensen 
received less than one pex cent of the total vote in the country, 
and only polled 49,630 votes out of a 2,090,468 total in Illinois. 
In Cook County, particularly, the Farmer-Labor Party failed to 
gain a large proportation of the vote. Christensen gathered only 
4,966 votes in this county. "2 , 

Walker did not fair any better in hia campaign for governor. 
Over the entire state, he received only 56,130 votes, and ran 
fourth behind the Republican, Democervabic, and Socialist candidates. 


In the largest county of the state, Walker received only 3,666 


39 staley, IFL, p. 375. 

IFL Hews letter, October 9, 1920, p. 1. 
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votes, "3 It was obvious that the Farmer-Labor Party vas doomed. 

The disasterous results of the election convinced many labor 
leaders in Illinois thet the project of forming a political party 
based on trade union support should be abandoned. Victor Olander, 
who had only half-heartedly given his support to the project, re- 
fused to continue such activities. Walker began “inwardly to 
waver, though he did not publicly yield to the persuasions of the 
American Federation of Labor adherents for some time M4 Others, 
such as John Fitzpatrick, remained advocates of this type of 
politieal action until 192k,” 

The immediate problem facing labor leaders of the IFL in 1921 
was what policy to take toward the Labor party now that it was 
obvious that organized labor had not strengthened its political 
position in the 1920 elections. The Joint Labor legislative Board 
made a study of this problem, and issued an appeal thet "more 
practical and sensible methods be used by labor in dealing with 
political matters .. . 06 It was pointed out by the Board that 
the Labor party venture had lessened the IFL's influence in the 
General Assembly by causing the defeat of two legislators friendly 
to labor, R. G. Soderstrom and K, C. Ronalds. Furthermore, members 
of the General Assembly were often noticably less inclined to sup- 
port legislation favored by the IFL, since the organization had 


nothing to do with the election of the legislators. 4? 


"Sstaley, IFL, ps 377- 


id., Po 379. 
Ibid., ps 379. 
If, Proceedings , 1921, pp. 178-180. 
WTro44., pp. 178-180. 
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In his report to the 1921 IFL convention, Walker also advocated 
more practical methods in politics, though he cortinued to support 
the idea that the workers could organize their own political party. 
He defended the Parmer-Labor Perty agains: critics who argued that 
it defeated politicians friendly to labor, by pointing out that 
the party had decided to put no candidates in the field in certain 
districts where such action would assure the election of labor's 
enemies, In such situations, according to Walker, the party favored 
the election of the major party candidate most sympethetic to labor, 
Walker felt these tactics were working to the advantage of organized 
abor and eventually would result in building up an organization 
with enough strength to end the political problems of the working 


46 This prediction never came true. 


people. 
In 1922, the Farmer-Labor Party of illinois again entered 
elections, supporting several candidates for the General Assembly 
and other local offices. The results were just as disappointing. 
"Farmer-Labor candidates polled only four to six thousand votes in 
Cook County; the Socialist ticket again received more support than 
the Faruer-Labor."!? The national Farmer-Labor Party, at its 
anqual convention in Chicago on May 27, 1922, also showed a loss 
of support. This convention attracted only seventy-two delegates 
from eighteen states.?° 
When the IFL held its annual convention in October, 1922, 
very little mention of labor party affairs was made. One resolution 


was introduced endorsing independent political action and the Farmwer- 


WS I¥L, Proceedings, 1921, pp. 68-69. 
Staley, IFL, p. 393. . 
2° Ihid., p. 383. 
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Labor Party. This resolution was quickly disposed of, without a 
word of discussion, by approving of it unamimously. The Federation 
was on record as favoring a labor party, but there wes little 
enthusiasm.>4+ A major reason for this was probably because Gompers 
and Olander had persueded Walker to leave the leadership ranks of 
the party." 

fhe end of the association between the IFL and the Farmer- 
Labor Party came in 1923. In July of that year, the annual con- 
vention of the national Parmer-Labor Party, meeting in Chicago, 
Illinois, was captured by members of the Communist Party led by 
William Z. Foster. The commmists changed the name of the organ- 
ization to Federated Farmer-Labor Party and imposed their own pro- 
gran on it. Members of the Chicago Federation of Labor withdrew 
from the organization and tried to keep the old perty alive, but 
their efforts were in vain. 

Henceforth for a few years the middle ground on the 

subject of labor's political policy was to be no-man's- 

land. There was no room for a "progressive' trade °* 

unionist to advocate a Labor party; either he mst 

come into the fold of the American Federation of 

Labor . . », or he mst beteke himself into the 

outer darkness with the fanatical Commnists. 53 
Walker, who mistrusted the communists, became a supporter of 
Gompers' non-partisan policy. 

At the 1923 convention of the IFL, the Chicago Federation of 
Labor introduced a resolution which called upon the AFL to form an 
independent political party of its own based upon trade unions, 
farmer groups, and other liberaloorganizations, The resolution 


, Steley, IFL, p. 363. 
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created mach Sonatas? 


The committee reporting on resolutions 
declared that the inbroducers should take the matter up through 
the international unions.°’ It was pointed out thet there was 
not any reason for the IFL to send a delegate to the AFL con- 
vention to propose such a project because the IFL had only one 
vote among 43,000 votes, What good could a delegate do with so 
little power or infduences?© 

Walker was more direct in his argument againss the resolution. 
"'Prom experience men get @ new light and they change their views,’ 
he wou There were already enough political parties for 
organized labor, and there was no need to create a new one. The 
only result would be dissension and factionalism. The best policy, 
therefore, was to "stick together”, and abide by the decision of 
the majority.7° 

, Victor Olander argued that experience had showa that feeling. 
for a Labor party was not as widespread as had been thought, and 
that now the commmists were attempting to control such parties. 
It was dangerous for organized labor to become involved with such 
@ movement .?? 

Supporters of the resolution, including Foster, offered a 
number of arguments for its adoption, but these were to no avail. 
Late in the evening the debate came to an end when Walker called 
for a vote on the resolution. It went dom to defeat, 456 to 65, 


aad the IFL formally repudiated the policy of independent politi- 


OF Staley, IFL, p. 367. 


°9 TFL News letter, September 22, 1923, p. 2. 
a7 bids, pe 385, 
58 Thid., ps 385« 

Ibid. , pd. 385-336. 
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Ia 1924, the IL maintained its position of non-partisan en- 
dorsement for candidates. At the national level, Sengtor Robert 
M. LaFollette was running 63 an independent candidate for Presi- 
dent of the United States. Burton Wheeler of Montana wes his 
vunning-mate. These candidates received the official endorsement 
of the AFL on August 2, 192k, the Jest of the national convention.°+ 
Later in the moath, the IfL declared it was following the policy 
of the national organization, and endorsing Lafollette and 
Whee2er io Walker was chosen as one of the Electors from Illinois 
for the IaFollette-Wheeler ticket.°? 

In the state elections, the IfL declered itself for the re- 
@laction of Governor Len gaei.°* This support was based on 
Smail's legislative record as Governor, and because the Republican 
party in the state included a plank in its platform favoring the 
abolition of the use of the injunction in labor disputes.°? This 
plank was obtained because Walker wrote to each of the major party 
candidates aud asked them to consider the incorporation of such a 
declaration into the state pletforms .°° 
When the national elections were over, LaFoilette and Wheeler, 
although defeated, had polled nearly five wilidoa votes.&? on the 
state level, Len Suail won re-election. It was apparent, thers- 


eo... 
IFL News letter, September 22, 1923, p. 2. 


Cl Toid., august 9, 192, pp. 1-2. 
Ps Thid., August 16, 1924, p. 3. 

’ The Federation News, September 6, 1924, p. 1. 
6” GPL Hews letuer, October 11, 1924, p. 6. 
65 TFL, Proceedings, 192!, p. 250. 

doid., p- 150, 
67 Greer, Reform Movements, p. 129. 
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fore, that the official policy of the APL was fundementaily correct. 
Organized labor did gain a stronger position by supporting the candi- 
date rather than the party. This method was not challenged by the 
I¥L oy its constituent organizations again. 

In 1926, the Joint Labor legislative Board of the IL ani 
Welker endorsed Frank L, Smith, Republican candidate for United 
States Senator, in the April primaries. Smith received the 
nominatien and won the election in the fall of the year. He 
was supported, according to the concept of the non-partisan 
policy, because he had favored the passage of the Injunction- 
Limitetion law in 1925.9 

In 1926, the same non-partisan policy was followed by the 
IFL. In the Republican primaries, Walzer and the Joint Labor 
Legislative Board supports? Lea Small for a third term as Gov- 
ernor of Iilinois.©? Louis Emerson ran against Small in the 
primaries, and defeated Small for the nomination. Walker bes. 
lieved that Ramerson was opposed to organized labor, and after 
the primaries refused to endorse either of the major party 
candidates for the governorship. ©° Since there wae uo other 
candidate in the field that seemed favorable to organized labor, 
this was the only alternative left according to the policy of 
non-partisanship. 


In the national elections of 1923, the field of eendidates 


63 IPL mews letter, March 13, 1926, p. &. 
The Illinois Miner, April 7, 1928, p. 2. 


1 walker to Harry Jensen, October 19, 1928, Walker Papers. 
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was no better than the one on the state level. Walker's humani- 
tarlenism led him to personally endorse Herbert Hoover, however, 
because of Hoover's position as head of the Food Administration 
- Guring World War I. Taking on the task of feeding millions of 
starving people in Burppe was evidence enough for Walker that 
Hoover would be sympathetic to organized labor. It must have 
been something of a shock to him then, when Hoover remained 
aloof to the suffering of so many Americans after the depression 
began in 1929. 
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CHAPTER Vit 
CONCLUSIONS 

John H. Walker's activities in the labor movement in 
Illinois indicate that he was a member of the trade unionists 
who advocated progressive trade union policies. Men confirmed 
to these policies had a deep sense of hunanitarianism, a firm 
belief in democracy and democratic procedures, a feeling of 
urgency in connection with legislative reform measures, a 
liberal attitude toward Lebor unions’ participation in politics, 
and @ sincere, dedicated commitment to the improvement of the 
trade union movement. Each of these elements influenced Walker's 
activities as President of the largest district in the United 
Mine Workers of America, (UMWA), and the Illinois State Feder~ 
ation of Labor, ({IFL). ’ 

Within the UMWA, Walker's commitment to progressive unionism 
was formalized in 1908 and continued to express itself for the 
entire time that he was active at the state level in organized 
labor. Walker's firm belief in democratic procedures was a 
major reason for his opposition to the national leaders in the 
organization. His deep sense of humaniterianism prodded him to 
seek legislation to improve the miners’ working conditions and 
to safeguard their health. 
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In 1930, his coumitment to improving the trade union move- 
ment forced him to resign from a secure position in the IFL, in’ 
order to fight John L. lewis through the UMWA Reorganized. His 
decision to run for President of District 12 in 1931 was also 
based on his firm conviction that he could best serve the miners 
in Illinois in that capacity. 

As President of the IFL, Walker's activities lend credence 
to:-thevedipanent that tie gurdadh:« pelddy ot quegréesive trade 
unionism. His organizational work for the IFL indicates that 
he was fulfilling his comaitmentite better the tradé wiles Hove 
ment. The means he employed to accomplish this tesk, the labor 
press and speaking engagements, also indicate his desire for the 
movement's anclioration. Walker's activities during World War 
I indicate that he felt the concept of democracy was closely 
linked with co-operation, and he earried this concept with hin 
when he began his work with the State Council of Defense. His 
hunanitarianism was expressed throughout his post-war activities. 
When Walker advocated the working people's need to inforn them- 
selves and becouse better educated, he was again indicating his 
wish for improvement in the labor movement, and, at the same 
time, reaffirming his belief in democracy. 

Walker's economic program for the IFL was based on three 
characteristics of progressive unionism. His humanitarianism 
enabled him to work actively to form a co-operative movement 
to help end the exploitetion of working people, so prevelent 
Guring this period. His outspoken criticism of the "double- 
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standard" indicated that his belief in democracy was tenacious. 
His activities supporting strikes, as in Rosiclaire, display 
his dedication to the improvement of working conditions, as weil 
as the trade union movement, 

His legislative goals for organized labor primarily support 
the concept of Walker's stalwart sense of duty to humanity. Yet, 
there was also a sense of urgency expressed in Walker's commite 
ment to the pessage of the Injunction-limitation lav, a Women's 
Eight Hour Bill, and other bills thet were mentioned. This sense 
of urgency becomes even more apparent when one realizes that the 
IFL and Walker supported numerous bills in the General Assembly 
which only indirectly affected the lives of working people. 

Walker's liberal attitude toward organized labor's involve- 
ment in politics was expressed during the early years of his 
eareer in organized labor, when he was a member of the Socialist 
Party, and again from 1918 to 1923, when he participated in the 
activities of the Farmer-Labor Party. The sincere, dedicated 
commitment to organized labor is also expressed, however, through 
his decision to follow Gomper's policy of non-partisan political 
activity in the 1916 state and national elections, and again in 
1923. 

Progressive unionism, as expressed by Walker through his 
trade union activities, achieved only a limited axummt of success. 
From 1905 to 1919, it managed to gain some economic, social, and 
legislative gains for working people in Illinois. Walker admitted, 


however, that the advancement was slow. It seemed as if a great 
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many forees in society were aligned against the development of 
the trade union movement as a legitimate economic and social 
institution. 

The situation became worse between 1920 and 1993. During 
these years, the only major suecess of the progressives in the 
iabor movement in Illinois was the sustained holding action they 
achieved against the reachionary forces opposed to labor. It is 
legitimate to argue that organized labor might have lost many of 
the small achievements they geined in the first period, from 1905 
to 1919, if progressive trade unionists had not been active st 
the leadership level. 
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APPENDIX B 


RESOLUTION 


CALL FOR INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE UNITED MINE WORKERS 
OF AMERICA to meet in Springfield, Illinois, March 10, 
19303 


WHEREAS, there is no International constitution of the 
United Mine Workers of America and no law by which ite 
activities can be governed, and 


WHEREAS, the former International officers have no 
legal right to exercise the preogatives provided by the 
lapsed International constitution and now hold their 
respective positions merely by sufferance of the member- 
ship, and 


WHEREAS, the said usurping officials have no author- 
ity to call a convention and that authority lies solely 
with the membership of the United Mine Workers of Americe, 
and that membership desires that said United Mine Workers 
of America be reorganized and revived so that it can again 
assume ite former proud place among the labor unions of the 
world and can again give its members that protection for 
which it was first established, and 


WHEREAS, the members of the United Mine Workers of 
America, affiliated with the various Districts and 
representing the various coal mining regions on the 
continent, have formed an Organization Comittee and 
have directed that committee to take the necessary 
steps for the rehabilitation of the United Mine Workers 
of America: 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a convention of 
delegates representing local unions in good standing 
with their respective organizations and representing 
groups of coal miners from localities where the orgeni- 
zation has been destroyed because of the Lewis policies, 
and who are desirous of rebuilding the United Mine Workers 
of America, is called to meet in the City of Springfield, 


1 taken from the Convention Proceedings, UMWA Reorganized, 
Springfield, Illinois, March 10-15, 1930, pp. 8-10. 
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Illinois, on the tenth day of March, 1930, et 9 o'’clock,~ 


for the following purposes: 


i: To establish an International organization of the 
United Mine Workers of America. 


23 To adopt an International constitution of the United 
Mine Workers that will place the control of the organization 
in the hands of the rank and file by restoring home rule to 
the districts; secondly, that will prevent the International 
officers from meddling in the affairs of self-supporting dis- 
tricts, and thirdly, that will place the ownership and control 
of the property of the districts, sub-districts and locals in 
the hands of those who created it. 


3: To elect International officers of the United Mine 
Workers of America in accordance with the provisions of 
said constitution. 


ks To adopt ways and means to accomplish the con- 
plete reorganization of the United Mine Workers of Amer- 
ice, to unionize the unorganized coal fields and stabilize 
business as may properly come before such convention, and 
be it further 


RESOLVED, that local unions are entitled to one dele- 
gate for each one hundred dues-paying members or fraction 
thereof, and one additional delegate for each additional 
one hundred dues-paying members or major fraction thereof 
(but no local union shall have more than five delegates), 
who shall vote the entire membership of such local union, 
and that groups of coal miners where the organization has 
been destroyed because of the Lewis policies but who meet 
the conditions of this call be entitled to delegates on the 
game basis, and be it further 


RESOLVED, that the secretary of this Organization 
Committee send this call to the Recording Secretary of all 
such Local Unions and coal miners as he can by diligent 
inquiry ascertain now to exist. 


2 The convention was originally called for 12 o'clock. 
Immediately after the Resolution was read to the 
convention it was amended to read 9 o'clock, 
Convention Proceedings, UMWA Reorganized, March 10- 
15, 1930, p. 10. 


bedic’ old Yo noldwtisecne Sacmapeercetes me sqoba of a 
sokdooctmagua ed tbo Lesdmoa oie wooly Pity ded? sumised 
ot aiuy ants! yalsogegt yd @f19 bas saws ord to ebnad @ 
es sind tates xt Deng ahi f pre taut Earp rte awit 


es tia ~— 2 ibesas . tea: Slr gee al eke Lapieineoags 


—Soevtads wobitaaic bein "yee gadygeyeoub: boreliarnd 


sid oo agdgacloS o¢ helidicae wd fies abdt So niaheep nears 


ILB RO FS sedeeaee “gabbraved alt ao Lie wide bases e 


Meoteta & de OR ows cay: te yep dderd alt wo aber if 
ar GE Retry scene ost xa 


ens Ie al SE ed Lenureaumedal 28 dattderee 07 : 
ma: sarees ‘to ereiew omil Sex 


ea “bade oh prt Sey ge 


eal fedkisd wes “ho, ase 250 Pncntsarviaded ieete ov sé 
to aretatyrewy in if Saks ee iui sh sulepmi fe even 
ALIS RO 


-2o ale soiigses Go amees tae aap Sqone oF 
oneal “ke adlhnel cud) hese et le spec beagaess 


‘i. eden: He 


Lely Gan od moka. \ilise arer quo Rew Lend sat caviar 
nokieed: -« wiecex yelyep~osed beviowed sao toes aot evap 
 henaleivas deen weft otayed Kaaoleiobe aoe bea , te. 


 (aedensie® evit coir evom oved Lede colsy teoel ot 
gies Lavend, shea st 443 a titetedwon extome och ovov foots 
BaG nak Page hacg 2 oy sredy qhesae Lom io mya oat 
foam ot Sant mekotiog tiwal sat te ageesed Seyontes 


sretdaats $i 2d hew — 
— 
soteerdeee7) 2 skd to wiadersee add tect .@ey 


Soeyki ih od mas of et axeuhea Seen bee goose cas 
ey: or vey ti inte 


ey 

tgpielo $3 wok Dalles ehinetgiee ner cota 
ely ob baoy eaw coldaiogeh art scats yl 
outele @ hear oF soba: fae ths a) 

ot Sone  bestaagre ANAY , chbegwork 2 f 


ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 


Alexander Howat Walter Nesbit 
John H. Walker Joseph B. Casassa 
J. M. Thornton Carl Wright 
Oral Daugherty Joseph Loda 
August Dorchy Allan 5. Haywood 
Peter Markunos F. W. Wenechoff 
Fox Hughes Gust Fritz 

Johan Brophy Joe Hartley 
Adolph Germer Briee Holland 
Harry Fishwick Geo. B. Stouffer 
George L. Mercer 


SEND CREDENTIALS AT ONCE TO WALTER NESBIT, 
Illinois Mine Workers Building, Springfield, Illinois. 


BE SURE TO SEND DELEGATES 
Do not be intimidated by John L. Lewis, by non-union 


coal operators or by other enemies of Labor. Your 
wembership will be safeguarded and protected. 
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APPENDIX C 
The exehenge of letters between John Walker and Adolph 
concemning Gerser's experiences 4n Gerueny before World Var 
ZI. In the letter opening the exchange, dermer stated: 


Germer denied that he bad ever told Walker aaything of the kind, 
ead went on to defend his previous actions of opposing the 
United States’ entrance into the var du 1917, At one point he 
stated: 


You may ar you may not believe me when I say that I 
have 20 inclination to make any defense of the kaiser. 
i have ag little use for him as you, and my sumeemechope 

the people of Germany will follow the splendid 
exemple set by their Ruesias comrades. But neither can 


T Adolgh Germer to Walker, October 23, 1927, Walker Papers. 
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Walker's reply to Germer's letter set the tone for the rest 
of the correspondence. He stated; 


I am not going to ~et into any argument vith you 
about what would happen to you in Germany if you did 
the same things there against the government that you 
are doing here, against the American Government in 
this war, and was helping the American Government that 
was fighting Germany, the seme way you are helping the 
German Government, which is fighting ouy country, but 
without question in my judgment,you would have been 
shot long ago, no matter what you say your attitude is 
towards the German Government, at this time. You are 
doing everything you can to assist 1% to the extreme 
limit, without puthing yourself liable under our. laws, 
and I know that you are coneious of what you are dolng. 
So that so far as I am convinced, there is no doubt in 
my mind, bub what you are on the side of the German 
Goverament in bed & War, and thet you are doing _—" 
thing you can, th Pat Freee Wh, RT eh? 
injure the United States in this war. .3 


3 Welker to Adolph Gerner, October 29, 1917, Walker Papers. 
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APPERDIX D 


PLATFORM OF THE LABOR Parry! 


The first convention of the new State (Labor) Party 
enunciates the following program of issues to which it 
pledges itself, ite members and its candidates. 

1. Democratic control of industry and commerce for the 
general good of those who work with hand and brain and the 
elimination of autocratic domination of the forces of produc- 
tion and distribution either by selfish private interests 
er bureautic agencies of government. 

2. The unqualified right of workers to organize and 
to deal collectively with employers through such rep- 
resentatives of their organizations as they choose. 

3. The freedom from economic hazard which comes 
with a minimm wage based upon the cost of living and the 
right of the worker to maintain without the labor of 
nothers and children, himself and his family in health 
and comfort, with ample provision for recreation and good 
citizenship. 


Sherter Working Hours. 


4, Leisure in which to enjoy happiness and improve 
the mind and body by the institution of a maximum working 
day of eight hours, and a maximum week of forty-four hours, 
both for men and women. 

5. Abolition of umemployment by reducing the hours 
of work still further, as necessary, to permit aii who 
are able to work to find occupation; and full pay for those 
who, for a time, are unemployed because of illness, accident 
or temporary lack of work. 

6. Equality of men and women in government and industry, 
with complete enfranchisement of women and equal pay for men 
end women doing similar work. 

J. Reduction of the cost of living to a just level, 
immediately and as a permanent policy, by the development 
ef co-operation, and the elimination of wasteful methods, 
middlemen and all profiteering in the creation and distribution 
of the products of industry and agriculture, in order that 
the actual producers may enjoy the fruits of their toil. 


I IFL Hews Letter, April 26 1919, pp. 2-3. 
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Revise State Constitution. 


8. Complete revision of the State Constitution to re- 
claim it for the people 30 that instead of its being, as at 
present, the fortress of reactionaries and the backbone of 
the big business organization that grips the State, it will 
become the bulwark of the workers, built upon the theory of 
guaranteeing mman rights instead of exalting property rights. 
Now, the workers' measures are unconstitutional. It mist be 
rewritten so that the proposals of crooked big business wil). 
be unconstitutional. Tt mist be made easy of amendment. It 
must give the state a new and just revenue system. It aust 
guarantee the initiative, referendum and recall, It mst 
release the bonding pover of commmities so that public 
owaership and operation are made possible. 

9. Taxation of inheritances and incomes at a graduated 
vate progressing with their size, and taxation of’ land values, 
but not of improvements. 

10. Public ownership and operation of all public 
utilities, including grain clevators, warehouses, stock 
yerds, abattoirs, insurance and banks. Development under 
public owmership of the water power sites of Illinois. 
Public ownership, preferably Federal, of the mines of 
Tilinois, and in the meantime State regulation which will 
prevent wasteful, competitive methods of mining. 


Homes for Workers. 


11. State aid to provide land end homes for Tilinocis 
residents in town or country. 

12. Abolition of employment of 211 children under the 
age of 16 years. 

13. A democratic system of public education from 
kindergarten to university, with free text books, and with 
opportunity for full cultural of vocational education for 
every child. Re-education of disabled soldiers, and the 
application of same restorative treatment to disabled 
industrial workers. 

14. O14 age and health insurance, an adequate work- 
men's compensation law and @ mothers' pension that will put 
an end to child poverty and permit the full development of 
every child under its mother's care. 

15. Use by the State of only such supplies and materials 
as bear the Union label, including school text books. 

16. Full political rights for civil service employes. 


Abolish Strike-Breaking Agencies. 


17. Abolition of private employment, detective and 
strike~breaking agencies and the extension of Federal and 
State employment services to make them agencies for finding 
jobs for workers, instead of merely finding workers for 
joes, and to prevent them from placing workers in positions 
that do not pay a living wage. 
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18. Abolition of the State Senate. 

19. Abolition of the power of judges to issue and 
enforce injunctions to deprive citizens of their rights in 
industrial disputes and enactment into law of the right of 
citizens to trial by jury for contempt of court committed 
elsewhere than in the presence of the court. 

20. No law to be declared by the Supreme Court 
unconstitutional unless three-fourths of the judges so 
decide. 

21. Ali State work to be done, not by contract, 
but direetly by the State. 


Co-cperative Stores and Factories. 


22. The developuent of co-operative trade and industry 
and enactment of needed legislation favoreble to that purpose. 
23. Immediate repeal of the infamous espionage lew and 
complete restoration, at the earliest possible woment, of all 

fundamental political vighte--free speech, free press and 
free assemblage; rewoval of &1] wartime restraint upon inter- 
change of ideas and movewent of people among commmities and 
nations; end liberation of all persons held in prigon or 
indicted under charges due to their championship of rights 
of labor or their patriotic insistence upon rights gueranteed 
to them by the constitution. 

2h. Theat the federal government assume responsibility 
for @ reconstruction progran of land improvement, home building 
and production of useful commodities, which will provide 
useful end well paid employment for the wemployed workers 
of the country and that the State of Illinois and the 
minieipal government in the stete co-aperate in such a 
program. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
A. PRIMARY SOURCES 


1. Manuscripts 


The John H. Walker Papers were made available to the author 
by the University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois. They 
are currently deposited in the rooms used by the Illinois 
Historical Survey, but at the time the author used them 
they were contained in thrity-four cardboard cartons. 

The bulk of the correspondence covers the years from 

1913 to 1933. After this date the letters are mostly 

of a personal nature, and deal less and less frequently 
with union masters, From 1913 to 1933 there are important 
letters regarding the co-operative movement in Illinois, 
the national elections of tke United Mine Workers of 
Americe in the years 1916, 1918 and 1920, and Walker's 
activities in the Illinois State Federation of Labor. 

The complete financial record of the United Mine 

Workers Reorganized is located in the files. Letters 
pertaining to the formation of the Farmer-Labor Party 

and the candidacy of Robert M. Lafollette in 1924 are 
also located in the: files. There are numerous letters 

to John Mitchell, President of the mine workers’ 
organization from 1897 to 1905, Alex Howat, President 

of the Kansas district, William Mitch, Secrotary-treasurer 
of the Indians district, James lord, President of the 
navional organization's Mining Department, Thomas 

Kennedy, President of the Pennsylvania district, and 

John L. Lewis, President of the United Mine Workers 
during the 1920's and 1930's. There is a series 

of letters between Walker and Adolph Germer, Secretary 

of the Socialist Party, in 1917 and early 1916 which sheds 
some light on the controversy between organized labor 

ané the socialists over the United States’ entry into 
World War I. There are alsc many letters from Illinois 
politicians, including Governor Dunne, Governor Lowden, 
Governor Small and Governor Emmerson. 


The Illinois State Federation of Labor Weekly News letter, 
1915-1930, can be considered a menuseript source. Letters 
and communications by Walker and other Illinois labor 
officials can be fomd in the ecolums of this papers. 
Since it was the custom during these years to print 

the minutes of the federation's yearly conventions 

end other important conferences, the Weekly News 

Letter is an invaluable source of information about 
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Walker's activities and thoughts regarding the labor 


movement in Illinois. 


Of wnusual assistance in the securing of particuler pieces 
of information were letters and interviews from those 
who knew John H. Walker. Those who contributed were: 
Reuben Soderstrom, Martia Hempel, Agnes &. Wieck, 


Earl Browder, Glenn Walley. 


2, Labor Publications 
AFL Proceedings, 1913-1930. 


Illinois Coal Operator’s Association and the United Mine 
Workers of America, District 12, Joint Conference 


Proceedings, 1906 and 1908. 
IFL Proceedings, 1912-1930. 
ifL Weekly News Letter, 1915-1930. 
The Federation News, 1924-1930. 
The Tilinois Miner, 1922-1933. 
The Lebor leader, 1916-1918. 
The New Majority, 1919-1930. 
UMWA Proceedings, 1905-1930. 
UMWA District 12, Proceedings, 1905-1920. 
UMWA Reorganized, Proceedings, 1930. 


e Other bas) 
Chicago Pribune, 1925-1930. 
Danville Daily News, 1900-1903. 
Decatur Herald, 1922-1932. 


Tilinois State Journal, 1905-1930. 


Illinois State Register, May 3, 1909 - January 4, 


1921. 
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